
1

It was the last day of the 2016 RESULTS International 
Conference, and five advocates from Louisiana 
huddled together in the hallway of Capitol Hill’s Hart 
Senate Office Building in Washington, DC. It was 
advocacy day, and excitement was in the air.

“Your heart races, and it’s a little nerve-racking,” said 
Judith Thigpen, a volunteer from New Orleans. “Are 
you going to be able to think on the spot of all the 
things you’re supposed to say? But it’s exciting too. 
Each of these meetings is important.”

The Louisiana volunteers were among hundreds of 
RESULTS advocates who descended on Capitol Hill 
for meetings with their senators and representatives 
on June 28. Global poverty volunteers pushed for the 
passage of the Reach Every Mother and Child Act, a 
bill that presses the U.S. to do its part in helping end 
preventable maternal and child deaths. U.S. poverty 
volunteers urged members of Congress to protect 
SNAP (formerly food stamps) and expand tax credits 
that lift millions out of poverty each year. Meanwhile, 
RESULTS international partners headed to the World 
Bank for meetings on education and health policy. 

In total, RESULTS volunteers met with more than 350 
congressional offices. Some, like Rachid Ouedraogo 
from the Louisiana group, had never lobbied before.
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“It’s been a great experience,” he said. “It’s all about 
helping to push forward legislation to make a 
difference. I’m very proud to be a RESULTS volunteer.”

That sentiment was echoed throughout the 
conference, which was RESULTS’ biggest ever. More 
than 600 attendees from 35 countries packed the 
grand ballroom of the Washington Court Hotel for the 
opening celebration on June 25. 

As she walked on stage, RESULTS Executive Director 
Joanne Carter stood in awe of the large, enthusiastic 
crowd before her. She noted the extraordinary 
work RESULTS volunteers had done since last year’s 
conference. Their sustained advocacy helped lead to a 
major tax victory at the end of 2015 that prevented 16 
million Americans from falling into poverty or deeper 
into poverty. But that’s not all. Since the Reach Act 
was introduced last summer, well over a third of the 
House and a quarter of the Senate have signed on in 
support. 

“Different perspectives, geographies, and 
backgrounds, all coming together with heart, 
persistence, and courage. This is the source of our 
collective power,” she said during her opening remarks.
The audience cheered, and they kept cheering when 
Paul Farmer, chief strategist and co-founder of 
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Partners in Health, took to the stage to discuss global 
health and the fight against inequality. He praised 
RESULTS advocates for their indefatigable spirit and 
determination.

“We need more of you,” he told the crowd.

Next up was author and broadcaster Tavis Smiley, who 
reminded the room that “courage is contagious.” 

Over the next few days, conference attendees 
harnessed that courage, raising their voices in dozens 

of workshops, skill-building sessions, and plenaries. 
From a step-by-step guide on how to reach your 
community through radio, to advocacy lessons from 
RESULTS Experts on Poverty, to a discussion on the 
urgency of replenishing the Global Fund, the 2016 
RESULTS International Conference was a soaring call 
to action.

Thank you for making this year’s conference our biggest 
and best yet!

Q&A WITH MAXINE THOMAS, NEW 
GRASSROOTS BOARD MEMBER! 

when I attended the International Conference, and 
that’s what really inspired me to get involved long-
term. People were so genuine. Even though most had 
never experienced poverty themselves, they were 
working so hard to end it. I thought, this is something 
I’ve experienced firsthand, so how can I not take action? 
After the conference, I came home to Indianapolis 
and worked to build a new RESULTS group. We now 
have eight active members! Since I got involved with 
RESULTS, I’ve had the opportunity to do so many 
things, like publish an op-ed in a national newspaper, 
be a guest speaker at the International Conference, 
and even stand with my member of Congress at a press 
conference on food deserts in Indianapolis. It’s been 
very empowering. 

Q. In 2015, you were selected to be part of the 
RESULTS Expert on Poverty program, which supports 
advocates who have direct experience with federal 
nutrition programs. How has this experience impacted 
you?

A. Other organizations might work on poverty issues, 
but they don’t have the expertise of people who have 
experienced it firsthand. The Experts on Poverty 
program has been amazing and it really helped me 
evolve as an advocate. Being able to tell my story — 
and learning how to tell it in the most effective way 
— was really powerful.  I felt like my voice mattered, 
that I mattered, and that we really can change the 
conversation about poverty in this country. And to be 
part of such a supportive group, where everyone felt 
appreciated, it was really something special. I’m thrilled 

Q. Congratulations on being elected as the new 
grassroots board member! Tell us a little about yourself 
and how you got involved with RESULTS.

A. Well, I live in Indianapolis with my husband and five 
children. I first got involved with RESULTS in 2014, 
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I could return this year as a mentor to the new group 
of Experts. 

Q. What do you hope to contribute to RESULTS in your 
new role on the board?

A. I have a lot of ideas, but I want to make sure that 
people who’ve experienced poverty firsthand continue 
to feel heard and valued. I want their voices to be 
amplified so policymakers pay attention. I’ll also 
look for ways to improve our network of allies and 
sponsors. It’s an exciting new chapter for me and I can’t 
wait to get started.

Heide Craig is a RESULTS volunteer and regional 
coordinator from Greenville, South Carolina. Along with 
RESULTS staff and a small group of other volunteers, she 
travelled to Kenya to meet with fellow volunteer advocates 
and better understand the real-life impact of RESULTS’ 
work.

My trip to Kenya was so inspiring. During the week-
long leadership course I attended with four other 
RESULTS regional coordinators, we were surrounded 
by 80 dynamic women from 13 countries. There were 
professors, health care workers, and even members of 
parliament — the energy in the room was incredible. 
Our group also spent a lot of time with KANCO, a 
RESULTS partner organization. We learned all about 
the work grassroots advocates are doing in Kenya to 
change policy at the local and national level. I have 
to say, it was just marvelous to see how the RESULTS 
grassroots model is being powerfully adapted and 
having an impact in another country. 

The most powerful part of the trip for me was when 
we spent a day with community health workers. As 
we approached Laura’s home in the countryside, the 
first thing I noticed was her beautiful garden, and how 
she was growing the very same plants as I am in South 
Carolina. Inside, Laura was cooking beans for her 
daughter, Valentine, one of her four children. She was 

like any busy, doting mother. You would never have 
guessed that not long ago, she was dying of AIDS and 
tuberculosis. She feared that Valentine, who is HIV 
positive, would suffer the same fate.

But Laura and Valentine both got access to lifesaving 
treatment with the support of the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. For the first time, I 
saw the direct outcome of my work with RESULTS. 
All we do as RESULTS advocates — every letter, every 
phone call, every meeting, whether in Nairobi or 
Washington — matters. 

I want every mother and child, in every country around 
the world, to have the same chance. That’s why I’m a 
RESULTS advocate. The work we do has the power to 
transform people’s lives. I’ve seen that now firsthand. 
And because of the tireless efforts of RESULTS 
volunteers here and around the world, the U.S. just 
pledged up to $4.3 billion to the Global Fund ahead 
of the replenishment conference on September 16 in 
Montreal. 

It’s fantastic news, but our work isn’t quite done yet! 
We have to make sure that other countries step up to 
the plate and give generously so that the Global Fund 
hits its target of $13 billion and has the resources to 
end these epidemics once and for all.

I’m back home in South Carolina now, but I often think 
about Laura and Valentine, and I won’t stop fighting 
until families everywhere have access to the resources 
and life-saving treatments they need to create a 
brighter future.

Thanks to your support, RESULTS volunteers like Heide are 
able to do extraordinary advocacy and see the impact of 
their hard work in countries around the world!

NOTES FROM THE ROAD
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WHAT WE’VE BEEN 
WORKING ON... 

• We welcomed eight new Experts on Poverty as 
part of our new cohort, and several members 
spoke to standing ovations at the 2016 
International Conference. Volunteers all over the 
country are continuing to push for the expansion 
of tax credits that lift millions out of poverty each 
year.

 
• We’re thrilled that the House of Representatives 

passed the Education for All Act (H.R. 4481) 
— moving the bill one step closer to becoming 
law! RESULTS helped to shape and craft this 
legislation, and now we’ll push the Senate to take 
it up this fall. 

• RESULTS volunteers worked hard over the 
summer to make sure the U.S. government did 
its part to support the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria at the global 
replenishment conference this month. Their 

efforts paid off, with the Obama administration 
announcing an early matching pledge of up to 
$4.3 billion  — exactly what we had been asking 
for.

• ACTION, our global health advocacy partnership, 
launched a new research report called From Policy 
to Practice: How the TB-HIV Response is Working. 
The report was released at the 2016 International 
AIDS Conference in Durban, South Africa.

• The Right to Education Index (RTEI), a brand-
new RESULTS initiative, is a global report card 
that aims to ensure that all people, no matter 
where they live, are able to enjoy their right 
to a quality education. Eighty-two civil society 
organizations from 40 countries applied to 
participate in the Right to Education Index 
(RTEI) in 2016. We are excited to announce that 
we’ve selected 15 organizations that span the 
globe! Participating countries include: Australia, 
Canada, Chile, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ethiopia, Honduras, Indonesia, Nigeria, Palestine, 
Philippines, South Korea, Tanzania, United 
Kingdom, United States, and Zimbabwe.

ROAD TO RIO FUNDRAISING CHALLENGE

In April, we asked you to help us raise $50,000 through 
our Road to Rio Fundraising Challenge. Wow, did you 
step up! Because of your efforts — making personal 
donations and reaching out to your friends and family 
— we exceeded our goal, raising over $42,000, which 
then unlocked an additional $15,000 matching gift!

That’s over $57,000 to fight poverty!

We launched the Road to Rio challenge ahead of the 
2016 Olympic Games in Rio to help draw attention to 
the Nutrition for Growth movement, which is fighting 

to end the scourge of malnutrition that affects mil-
lions of children and women around the world. 
The money raised will support our continued advo-
cacy to ensure there is ambitious global action to 
end malnutrition and stunting. And here in the U.S., 
we’ll fight to protect SNAP (formerly known as food 
stamps), this nation’s frontline safety net against 
hunger that also lifts nearly 5 million people over the 
poverty line annually.  

This success wouldn’t have been possible without you 
— thank you!


