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The Global Partnership for Education 
Over the past two decades, low-income countries have 
made concerted efforts to abolish school fees, build 
infrastructure, improve gender equity, train teachers, and 
pair with donors to reduce the number of out-of-school 
kids in the world. This commitment is clear; more children 
than ever before are in school. But now the question is: 
Are they learning? 
 
The answer all too often is – not enough. Progress has stagnated over the past several years. 
Even among those children who do make it into a classroom, a staggering global total of 250 
million kids – nearly 40 percent of the world’s children of primary school age – cannot read a 
single sentence. Primary school class sizes are often reported as 70-100 kids in a classroom. 
Quality primary education is not the only challenge. More than 200 million young adolescents 
and youth are currently out of secondary school, and over 80 percent of children in sub-
Saharan Africa lack access to preschool. 
 

The Global Partnership for Education (GPE), the only public-partnership exclusively focused on 
achieving quality education for all, is working to changing this. Since 2002, GPE has worked 
with partners to enroll 64 million more children in primary school in the poorest countries. At 
GPE’s February 2018 financing conference, donors and low-income  countries alike came 
together to fund a three-year strategy that will put 25 million more children in school for the first 
time. The plan supports over 80 low-income countries to convene education stakeholders to 
develop, implement, and fund quality national education plans. Strengthening U.S. support for 
GPE is critical to reaching the goal. 
 
Important in the push for equity in education is GPE’s emphasis on inclusive education for 
children with disabilities, increasing support for girls’ secondary schooling, and increasing 
access for early childhood development programs, particularly in the hardest to reach places 
and areas in conflict. GPE places its low-income country partners at the forefront of the strategy 
and aligns donors and other partners behind them. With this approach GPE helps build strong, 
sustainable education systems that will provide children an education for generations to come.  
 

Why Funding Matters 
U.S. investments in basic education are giving countries the boost they need provide their most 
vulnerable children a quality education, helping them become thriving, productive citizens.  
 
Basic Education: As required in the recently passed READ Act, USAID is redeveloping their 
basic education strategy with a focus on improving early grade reading and increasing access to 
education for children in conflict and crisis. Between 2011-2015, USAID education programs in 
46 countries directly benefited more than 41.6 million children and youth, trained 450,000 
teachers annually, and provided 146 million teaching and learning materials. 

FY19 FUNDING REQUEST: 
 

 Basic Education at $925 
million, including 

 The Global Partnership for 
Education at $125 million 
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Measurable results and innovative financing remain central to USAID’s strategies, and GPE 
has taken significant strides in these areas. As a model of aid effectiveness, transparency, and 
accountability, GPE is using its newly developed Results Framework – a comprehensive series 
of baselines, milestones, and targets for 37 indicators – to monitor and report progress against 
the goals and objectives of their new strategy. As a leader on innovative finance, GPE has 
recently established the “GPE Multiplier,” a new funding opportunity for developing country 
partners that further co-finance their education sector plans with additional external resources, 
such as those from development banks or other donors. This new fund provides $1 of GPE 
grant funds for every $3 a country secures in additional external financing for education.  

Expanding Early Education in Zanzibar 
“Moja, mbili, tatu, nne, tano!” Preschool-aged children at 
the Mnyimbi TuTu center in the North province of Zanzibar 
learn to count to five, repeating the numbers after their 
teacher. Built in 2013, this center is one of 299 such 
centers in Zanzibar and was established in response to 
community demand for pre-primary education in closer 
proximity to their village.  
 
Recognizing the incredible gains in cognitive development 
with earlier access to education, in 2006 Zanzibar set a 
lofty goal of giving all Zanzibari children access to two 
years of pre-primary education before the age of six. But with Global Partnership for Education 
support, in the past six years, enrollments in pre-primary education have almost doubled. A 
GPE grant in 2013 to Zanzibar helped establish 30 pre-primary education centers and train over 
300 pre-primary teachers. Through the framework of the Zanzibar Education Sector 
Development Plan, the government of Zanzibar seeks to increase enrollments from the current 
level of 27.5 percent of preschool-aged children to 50 percent by 2020. Additionally, Zanzibar 
contributes over 20 percent of its own budget to education. 
 
With continued support from the Global Partnership for Education, more young learners in 
Zanzibar will have access to early education in their local communities, with the learning 
materials and instruction from trained teachers that will equip them for the future. 
 

RESULTS’ Request and Funding History 
As members of Congress submit annual personal appropriations requests forms, they should protect critical funding for anti-
poverty programs in the International Affairs account. They should specifically ask to improve access to education by 
requesting funding within Development Assistance in the State and Foreign Operations Appropriations bill for Basic 
Education, which includes funding for the Global Partnership for Education.  
 
To do so, please submit a formal appropriations request form for Basic Education and GPE to Senators Graham and Leahy 
or Representatives Rogers and Lowey as Chairs and Ranking Members of the State and Foreign Operations 
Subcommittees of Appropriations. Contact RESULTS staff Crickett Nicovich for support: cnicovich@results.org. 
 

Fiscal Year FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18* 
RESULTS’ FY19 

Request 

Global Partnership for 
Education 

$45 million $70 million $75 million $75 million $125 million 

Basic Education $800 million $800 million $800 million $800 million $925 million 

*Highest funding level in the final House FY18 SFOPS Appropriations bill 

A pre-primary classroom at the Kisiwandui 
primary school.    Photo Credit: GPE 
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