Lynne Patalano

In 1985 I had two toddlers and a desire to end Poverty and promote justice.  I hoped RESULTS could make a difference.  Wow!  For 25 years my work in RESULTS has been evidence that citizens can impact governments!  I have raised four kids, and have taught public school for 22 years.  Meanwhile, I can phone the Senator’s office while cleaning closets, and speak to editors while folding laundry.  Like you, I have learned to make changing history the recreational part of my daily life.  
We know experts and politicians will not reach the MDG’s without our work.  We have learned the critical missing piece.  We know the end of poverty is a choice that we must make, repeatedly, every day.
RESULTS volunteers experience the power of taking a stand in communities wherever we are.   After all the background on issues, and the breakthroughs with media, and the public speaking, and the event- organizing, and the face-to-face lobbying, it is still the personal stand within our communities that is the most challenging part of our work.  Friends and neighbors can be tough critics. Other organizations teach, inspire, and offer internet-quick actions.  We get to see each other breakthrough our limitations!  This is what will shift the status quo if the world is to achieve the MDG’s in the next five years.  Citizens everywhere must stand on behalf of the human family members they will never meet.  Our volunteers know how.
 My contribution to the Grassroots Board will be this deep volunteer experience.
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