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June 22, 2010
Subject: Health Care for All and Protecting Medicaid
Dear Senator,
RESULTS is a citizen’s grassroots lobby whose mission is to create the political will to end hunger and the worst aspects of poverty and to empower individuals to exercise their personal and political power.

On behalf of RESULTS volunteers in 100 communities across the country, we are very pleased that Congress passed health care reform in 2010. In particular, we are excited that 32 million uninsured Americans will get health coverage when the bill goes into full effect, including 16 million low-income Americans under the Medicaid program. In addition, the increased investment in community health centers will allow the centers to treat 20 million new patients, many of them low-income. This bill is a major step in the right direction in providing quality, affordable health care for all. We thank all members of Congress who supported this landmark legislation that invests in coverage and access for low-income families.
Yet, while RESULTS supported passage of the final Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, it is not our long term vision for U.S. health care. It is our civic, social, and moral responsibility to guarantee quality affordable health care for everyone in America and our government must play a central role in that process. It is our view that the only system that most effectively balances the public/private partnership in providing health care is a national health program, i.e. “single-payer” system. We hope you will work to support a national health care program as the long-term vision for U.S. health reform. Specifically, we urge you to cosponsor S.703, the American Health Security Act, if you have not done so already. 
Finally, we are very concerned that the strides forward in providing coverage to low-income Americans will be undermined even before the ink has dried on reform. As you well know, millions are struggling and 15 million Americans are out of work. According to recent polls, Americans are worried about the federal budget but they are more concerned with a nearly 10 percent unemployment rate. In particular, states are facing serious budgetary challenges to meeting even the most basic services. In 2009, Congress allocated a temporary increase in the federal match for Medicaid (also known as FMAP), which has staved off draconian cuts to services at the state level. Unfortunately, states still face a serious budget crisis. State leaders have asked and assumed, based on implied assurances from Congress, that a temporary extension of this enhanced Medicaid match is coming. 

RESULTS is very concerned that the House dropped Medicaid funding from H.R.4213. If the FMAP assistance ends on December 31, 2010, states’ budget-balancing measures for FY 2011 will result in deep budget cuts and/or tax increases that will jeopardize numerous private and public sector jobs.  The budget gaps, which many states must close for the next fiscal year, total $140 billion. According to standard economic measures, state budget closing actions could cost the economy up to 900,000 public and private sector jobs next year. Funding for Medicaid is a job creator and will stimulate state economies; failing to allocate this temporary, targeted funding will not only threaten the services to millions of Americans struggling in this economy, it could slow down the economic recovery causing more people to lose their jobs. And, a strong Medicaid program is the crucial foundation for building health coverage as health reform gets implemented.  For these reasons, we urge you to work with Senate leadership to ensure that a six month extension of the enhanced Medicaid match for states is passed as soon as possible.
We thank you for your work in public service and look forward to working with you to ensure that every American can access quality, affordable health care. 

Sincerely,
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Meredith Dodson



Local RESULTS volunteer(s):

Director of Domestic Campaigns

Telephone (202) 783-7100 x116

E-mail: dodson@results.org 

