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“Supporting congressional leadership — what works about working with RESULTS”

It’s great to be here and with Joanne Carter who was the first person to approach me about RESULTS.I found RESULTS to be just a wonderful partner—great ideas, focusing on real problems with relatively elegant, simple solutions to them, and making a difference in bringing people into the process who otherwise wouldn’t be, but who have a desire to do good things. RESULTS is the vehicle for that good will and focuses that energy where it needs to be focused. 

There were some great RESULTS activists in my constituency who were really helpful to me. When I took positions that weren’t 100 percent popular they backed me up with op-ed pieces, radio phone-ins, etc. That’s really important because politics truly is local. If you have a member of Congress who’s supportive of the goals of RESULTS, you need to support them in any way that you can.

When Joanne came to talk to me about the World Summit for Children Implementation Act of 1991, I was delighted to be asked. I was a Republican and it was a time of transition as the Republicans took control of the House for the first time in 40 years. There was this conservative Southern Republican, Sonny Callahan, who was the new chairman of the foreign ops committee. I don’t think he had ever voted for an appropriations bill before he became chair of that subcommittee. To his credit he was open. He listened and he paid attention and he saw the benefits of creating the Child Survival title. The results of that have been thousands and thousands and thousands of lives saved. At the end of his life, Sonny Callahan will look back and I think he will smile and say we absolutely did the right thing. I’m sure he didn’t envision that when he came into office. What it took was people like yourselves, going up on the Hill, and saying we really need to do something about this. Members of Congress really take their responsibility seriously as representatives.

Rep. Walsh’s advice on meeting with and influencing members of Congress: 

1. Staff members can be your best advocates. Find an advocate on the staff because they will see that member of Congress a lot more than you will.
2. Make the connection with your member of Congress. The more they connect with you the more they will be interested in your issue. 

3. Give a sense of how the issue is valued in their community. 

4. Don’t be afraid to pluck at their heart strings a little bit. 

5. Get it to the human level as quickly as you can. What sort of an impact will it have on people’s lives and their ability to get to a place where they don’t need help anymore. 

6. The best way to get to the desired result is to increase pressure — that’s what works. If members of Congress realize more and more people in their district are reaching out to their office because of an issue, they will feel it and it will move higher up their priority list.

7. Your enthusiasm will set you apart.

Suggested answers to difficult questions:

What do we say when members of Congress question whether our issues still matter in the face of budget deficits? If we are going to continue to spend foreign aid, we need to do it smart and be sure that the U.S. tax payers and the people receiving the aid get the best benefit.

How do we address concerns about needing funding for defense and security? If you have a populace that is well fed and cared for and that aspect of their life is comfortable, it’s a lot less likely to be a trouble spot. There’s been a lot of research to show that. If you want less trouble in the world, fewer American soldiers dying, let’s give people a reason not to hate our country and to nourish their own. 






