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June 22, 2010
Subject: Early Childhood Development Programs: Head Start, Early Head Start, CCDBG and the Early Learning Challenge Fund
Dear Senator,

RESULTS is a grassroots citizen’s lobby whose mission is to create the will to end hunger and the worst aspects of poverty and to empower individuals to exercise their personal and political power. On behalf of RESULTS volunteers in more than 100 communities across the country including those in your district, we urge you to make early childhood development a priority in this year’s appropriations process.
RESULTS has been a long time advocate of quality early childhood development programs. Research shows that children who participate in a quality program during their preschool years are better prepared to learn, have higher self-esteem, and more developed social skills when they start kindergarten. RESULTS strongly supports increased investments in Head Start, a federally funded preschool program that provides comprehensive services to low-income children and their parents, and Early Head Start, a child development program for pregnant women and low-income families with infants and toddlers. We also advocate for investments for the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) which provides child care assistance to low-income families and provides critical funds to states to help them improve the quality of child care. Unfortunately, Head Start serves less than 50 percent of eligible preschoolers, Early Head Start serves less than 6 percent of all eligible families, and CCDBG serves only one out of seven eligible children.
As you know, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act included $2.1 billion in temporary funding for Head Start ($1.1 billion of that is for Early Head Start). ARRA also included an additional $2 billion in CCDBG funds to provide services to an additional 300,000 children and their families. RESULTS is pleased with the substantial investments for Head Start, Early Head Start and child care included in the economic recovery package and would like to thank you for the funding increase included in the economic recovery bill. 
After a decade of eroding investments in early childhood programs, ARRA funds were critical to supporting low-income working families and restoring cuts to programs. ARRA funds have allowed an additional 14,000 three- and four-year olds to participate in Head Start and 50,000 infants and toddlers in Early Head Start. This funding has also helped maintain or create approximately 24,000 jobs in Head Start centers. Using additional CCDBG funds, states have been able to reduce wait lists and improve quality in child care settings across the country by piloting quality rating and improvement systems, expanding  networks that support infant and toddler care providers, and developing innovative efforts to enhance child care providers’ and teachers’ skills and knowledge.
To protect services and jobs, we urge the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies to provide an increase of $1 billion in discretionary funding for the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) and nearly $1 billion for Head Start and Early Head Start in the FY 2011 appropriations bill. These investments will allow low-income children to have access to early learning opportunities and ensure that families have the work supports to contribute to our nation’s economy now and in the future.
Please voice your support for a substantial increase for Head Start and child care to Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Tom Harkin and Ranking Member Thad Cochran.
In addition, RESULTS joins our allies in supporting the Early Learning Challenge Fund, which will create a framework to guide states in establishing a comprehensive system of high-quality early learning environments for children birth to five. The Challenge Fund was included in the House-passed Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act but was dropped in the final legislation. We hope that you’ll support enactment of the Early Learning Challenge Fund this year, and invest additional dollars in the Challenge Fund once the increases in Head Start and CCDBG are secured.
Finally, we remind you that a robust reauthorization of the federal child nutrition programs is key to supporting early childhood development. Studies show that when children are malnourished or hungry, they perform much worse in school. A $1 billion increase for child nutrition programs, including the Child and Adult Care Food Program, will help to improve childhood nutrition, reduce hunger, address childhood overweight and obesity, and enhance child development and school readiness. The Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee recently approved unanimously the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (S.3307) that would reauthorize child nutrition programs with $4.5 billion in new investments over ten years to improve nutrition and increase access to nutritious meals for more eligible children. Committee members have expressed interest in finding additional resources/offsets from the Senate Finance Committee to further enhance the bill. The President’s proposed budget seeks $10 billion over ten years. The recently introduced House bill – Improving Nutrition for America’s Children Act (H.R.5504) –  comes closer to that target, provides more access to programs than the Senate bill, and sets funding at approximately $8 billion over ten years. 

Specifically, please speak and write to Senate leadership, as well as Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus and Ranking Member Chuck Grassley, and express support for strengthening S. 3307 to further improve access to nutritious food programs for America’s children, and urge Senate leaders to move quickly to pass child nutrition legislation this year. RESULTS supports the Access to Nutritious Meals for Young Children Act, (S. 2749/H.R. 4402), which will increase access to CACFP and strengthen CACFP’s role in supporting good nutrition. Please also cosponsor S. 2749 as a statement of support for investing in children during their earliest years.
We thank you for your work in public service and look forward to working with you to ensure that early childhood development programs, including Head Start and child care, continue to help America’s children. 

Sincerely, 
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Meredith Dodson






Local RESULTS volunteer(s):

Director of Domestic Campaigns

Telephone (202) 783-7100 x116

E-mail: dodson@results.org 

