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RESULTS is such a remarkable volunteer-based organization, grassroots that gets so much done. I work very closely with Joanne [Carter] and also at the state level with Cindy Levin and the RESULTS group from the Chicago area. I want to thank them for all the fabulous work that they do. Joanne basically gave my speech, which is that I support everything that you do. I follow your advice. We’re on the same wavelength really on everything.

Let me just say this. A recent Economist poll found there was majority support for only one measure to cut the federal deficit and that was 71 percent of the people who that said we should cut foreign aid. Now, first of all, most Americans don’t understand at all. If you ask them, “How much money do you think we spend on foreign aid,” they’ll answer, “Ten or 20 percent.” So, they think it’s a lot of money. In fact, you know…is it even one percent? No. Not even one percent. So, what we really ought to go out and say is, “You know, we think that foreign assistance should only amount to two percent of the budget!” which would mean more than doubling of the foreign aid budget. Those 71 percent need to be educated on what RESULTS really gets, that it is not just about the goodness of our heart and humanitarian assistance, which of course is part of it and part of what moves us, but if we want to have a more peaceful and secure world, then this is the best thing that we could be investing our money in.

We just passed the trillion-dollar mark for how much money we have spent in Iraq, in Afghanistan on war. And I think that if we work to double the amount, triple the amount, quadruple the amount that we spend to build hospitals, to provide health care, to educate children – especially girls – around the world, to do microfinance, to do all the things that RESULTS advocates for, HIV/AIDS, we would indeed be able to make ourselves in the United States of America more secure around the world.

So, thank you so much! You’re the best! Thank you!






