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July 21, 2010
Dear Joshua:

As faith-based allies in the fight against hunger and poverty, we write to ask for your help. We are concerned that a top domestic priority of our organizations, the reauthorization of the Child Nutrition and WIC Act, is running out of time in this Congress. Presidential leadership is needed to ensure that Congress approves a strong child nutrition bill this year, and we write to ask if you would take our message to President Obama.  

President Obama’s FY2011 budget requested $10 billion over the next ten years in new investments for child nutrition programs, a significant down payment toward the President’s laudable goal of ending childhood hunger by 2015. Our grassroots networks and grasstops leaders have eagerly embraced the President’s goal, and we have turned that excitement into action. We have educated our churches, synagogues and mosques; we have placed op-eds; we have met with Congress, USDA and the Domestic Policy Council; and we have generated thousands of calls, letters, postcards and emails. 
There is broad, bipartisan congressional support for reauthorizing child nutrition programs with additional investments. Two hundred twenty-one members of the House, including 29 Blue Dogs and 9 Republicans, signed a “Dear Colleague” letter to Speaker Pelosi in support of the President’s request. Additionally, 341 House members, including 87 Republicans, voted for a “Sense of the House” amendment to the Defense Authorization bill supporting child nutrition reauthorization at the President’s request. And over 50 senators wrote to Sen. Reid this spring to urge movement of the child nutrition bill to the floor.
Both the Senate and House have passed child nutrition legislation in committee, but significant hurdles stand in the way of completing the reauthorization before the bill expires September 30. The House bill still requires offsets, and both bills face a crowded legislative calendar and a dwindling number of work days. That is why Chairman Lincoln and Chairman Miller recently sent a letter to President Obama asking for his leadership in advancing these critical programs in this Congress.  

We, too, are concerned that without the President himself elevating the importance of completing a child nutrition bill this year, the reauthorization will get lost amid other legislative priorities. We recognize that the President must tackle other critical issues facing our nation, but we fear he has stepped away from his own child hunger goal. The Congress is poised to make significant progress against child hunger, particularly if funding can be provided for the more robust House bill. As such, we believe the time has come for the President to stand up and push his goal across the finish line.
The collective faith community believes this issue in paramount. Child hunger was a blight on our country even before the current recession, but this issue is especially critical now at a time of increased need. We have a moral obligation to reach out to those most in need -- in this case, hungry children.

We ask for your help, on behalf of the faith community, in elevating this issue to the President’s “must pass” list. We look forward to your reply and will continue to do all we can to support the President’s goal of ending child hunger.

Sincerely,
The Episcopal Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Jewish Council for Public Affairs

