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June 22, 2010
Subject: Child Nutrition Reauthorization

Dear Senator:
RESULTS is a citizen’s grassroots advocacy organization with volunteer groups in more than 100 communities across the United States. The mission of RESULTS is to create the political will to end hunger and the worst aspects of poverty and to empower individuals to exercise their personal and political power. We write to urge congressional enactment of the President’s budget request for $10 billion in new funding over ten years for child nutrition reauthorization.
According to the USDA, nearly one in four children in the United States is food insecure: approximately 17 million children face hunger in this country. Strengthening child nutrition programs is critical to meeting the challenge of ending childhood hunger by 2015. Child nutrition programs offer the healthiest meals that many children receive each week. 
The Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee recently approved unanimously the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (S.3307) that would reauthorize child nutrition programs with $4.5 billion in new investments over ten years to improve nutrition and increase access to nutritious meals for more eligible children. Committee members have expressed interest in finding additional resources/offsets from the Senate Finance Committee to further enhance the bill. The President’s proposed budget seeks $10 billion in new funding for child nutrition over ten years. The recently introduced House bill – Improving Nutrition for America’s Children Act (H.R.5504) –  comes closer to that target, provides more access to programs than the Senate bill, and sets funding at approximately $8 billion over ten years. 
RESULTS strongly supports reauthorization provisions that will emphasize the following:

1. Increasing the number of eligible children enrolled in school lunch programs by using Medicaid/SCHIP data for direct certification of income qualification; 

2. Increasing access to healthy school breakfasts;
3. Providing enhanced universal meal access for eligible children in high poverty communities by eliminating paper applications and using census data to determine school wide income eligibility;
4. Increasing access to nutritious food in schools, child care centers and homes, in after-school programs, on weekends, and during the summer;
5. Promoting stronger collaboration and sharing of nutrition education between child care programs and WIC programs; and
6. Modernizing and streamlining program operations to improve program integrity and efficiency.

In particular, RESULTS has a longstanding history of supporting early childhood development programs, and we therefore applaud efforts to strengthen the Child and Adult Care Food Program to help to improve childhood nutrition, reduce hunger, address childhood overweight and obesity, and enhance child development and school readiness. RESULTS supports the Access to Nutritious Meals for Young Children Act, (S. 2749/H.R. 4402), which will increase access to CACFP and strengthen CACFP’s role in supporting good nutrition, and urge you to also cosponsor S. 2749 as a statement of support for investing in children during their earliest years.

We have a moral obligation to collectively support a healthy, ready-to-learn next generation of Americans. How can we deny them the best chance to succeed? We cannot afford to ignore this vital investment in our future. RESULTS advocates across the country urge you to support a strong child nutrition reauthorization with the full $10 billion funding increase requested by the President.
Specifically, please speak and write to Senate leadership, as well as Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus and Ranking Member Chuck Grassley, and express support for strengthening S. 3307 to further improve access to nutritious food programs for America’s children, and urge Senate leaders to move quickly to pass child nutrition legislation this year.
Sincerely,
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Meredith Dodson



Local RESULTS volunteer(s):

Director of Domestic Campaigns

Telephone (202) 783-7100 x116

E-mail: dodson@results.org
