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This conference is being recorded.  

Joanne: welcome to the results global conference call for September 2015.  I am in Denver at the home of the Samples, here for a fundraiser I am looking for word to.  I want to especially welcome the new group from Memphis, good to have you.  

Reductions in child deaths are continuing.  That progress continues.  The job is not done and 11 children die every minute.  We have congress back in session.  We expect a house bill in September.  It is worth noting, I know you have looked at the language of the bill.  I think it is moving that the purpose of this legislation is to authorize coordination of the whole of government approach to accelerate US action to assist developing countries.  

Embedded in that are finishing the job of preventing deaths, the development goals, and ending preventable maternal deaths has to be a centerpiece.  The lead republican sponsor has called to sign it into law by the end of the year.  Let's not be less ambitious than senator Collins.  But that means getting more republicans, key members on key committees, all the senators we can on the the bill.  It means members actively supporting.  Getting them speaking to chairs and leadership.  So we can move this forward.  Using the UNICEF data, sustainable development goals.  Let's be ambitious and say collectively with the work we have done we can get this moved and passed by the end of this year.  

She is another one to brief on Unicef.  She serves for the global health initiative.  She is chair on the section of American academy of pediatrics.  She speaks about funding proven interventions and completing the job.  Before we turn over, we are thrilled with the relationship on child advocacy.  Both at the national level and in the district for editorial board meetings with colleagues from the academy.  We would love to have your perspective on the goal of preventing maternal and childhood deaths.  What the advocacy and policy work there is.  

Female Speaker: this is my first webinar, sorry for not being tidy.  I want to say I am impressed with this organization and all of you.  As a pediatrician it took me a while to figure out how important advocacy is.  I used to think doing work individually would be enough.  I now realize that one person working alone can have a local impact, but for global impact we have to convince the people passing the laws and releasing the funds to talk about why it is important.  It has made a difference for kids around the world if we can push this through.  

I am a peace corps volunteer.  In 1990 I was a third year medical student.  I attended delivery that I am still upset about to this date.  It was post-date, and the mother had a feeling something was wrong.  She went in the next day and the baby had died.  This was a woman here, in a wealthy county, who had wonderful prenatal care, and her child died.  She had to deliver a child she know was death.  A pall was cast over the floor, it was unimaginable.  I contrast that with different places in the world.  In Africa, 12.7 million children under five died from preventable things.  If something like that can happen here, it happens all the time in different places.  People have come to accept it.  I think no one should have to accept that.  We have made progress, we can prevent death.  With this legislation we have the time to save more lives.  

Every day 700 children die.  Every hour, 700 children.  Every five seconds.  These are the things we need to do something about.  Think you for helping us push for these things.  In 1990, less than 60% were attended.  In the poorest countries, there are still many women who deliver without assistance.  Many babies are born where someone can assist, but no one knows what to do if they come out not breathing.  A couple years ago, making these strides, I went to a teaching hospital in a progressive African country.  The head of pediatrics walked me to their delivery room.  It was the size of a walk-in shower.  It had a peeling tile floor, two metal tables, no running water, no gloves, stethoscopes, etc.  

Babies are born every hour, pronounced dead or stillborn, but these babies aren't dead.  If someone know to give them a couple breaths, they could live.  This is the basis of a program called help babies breathe.  It is a curriculum for people who don't know how to read.  It is easy to learn and teaches what to do in the first minute of live.  

If you look at the majority of deaths, 50% are infectious diseases.  Most of these things we don't recognize.  Almost half of deaths happen in the newborn period.  If infants are born without vaccines, treatments, etc., they will die.  We know how to fix these things.  In Africa, one of every 12 children will die before five.  Those are horrifying numbers.  This is something we can do things about.  Children in rural areas are more likely to die.  

Babies breastfed are less likely to die.  This can make a difference.  The hope I have and you have is to take the progress that has been made already.  Our numbers are cause to rejoice.  We have to keep in mind there is a child that dies from something treatable.  What is great about the REACH act is it improves our ability to roll out and improve women and children's health by integrating health services.  The way programs are done globally is often more fragmented.  Any of you know that if you go to the pediatrician, they will weigh the child and talk about guidance.  In many places there is no such thing.  

I am excited and encouraged with the ambitious goals for 2035.  We will never get there without setting ambitious goals.  

Female Speaker: think you Linda, that was great.  A couple questions came in about the most important preventions?  You said some of those.  Why the policy matters.  We work on US legislation.  In some ways we have the biggest impact in the US.  If there was anything you could say about the US commitment spilling out to the rest of the world, how would that look?  

Female Speaker: to me one of the greatest benefit of the REACH act is it provides sustained funding.  The US has been a tremendous leader in child health.  The REACH act promotes creative funding.  We go to countries with great need and help to provide strategies they need.  Instead of us telling, we are partners.  

Female Speaker: how might we work more with you and others to identify and approach local experts to contact local legislators?  Is there any way to bring some version and feature the leadership even more as an entree to give legitimacy to this legislative effort?  

Female Speaker: there is a department of federal affairs, with a full time position.  He is the person who does all the global health work.  People were interested in working with pediatricians.  This would be a great person, the department of federal affairs.  There might be ways to interact.  

Female Speaker: we have worked well with the folks in DC.  Both John Fossett and Cricket have had a great working relationship.  You are a great resource.  Perhaps there are other ways to do something, a resource to connect with more easily 

My question is working with local doctors who may have credibility with members of congress.  In our state there are certain areas that are more conservative.  Their members of congress would be powerful advocates if they would step up.  I was wondering about coordinating pediatricians with us.  

Female Speaker: I think that is great.  The section of international health has 1000 members.  They are very passionate about this.  We had a pediatrician in Mexico talking about children that are directly targeted by drug dealers for violence.  That launched activity.  I think our group is passionate about making a difference.  Not all have advocacy experience that you have.  They may have authority but don't know how to go about things.  We teach tools for advocacy.  

There is huge hunger to link up more closely.  For legislatives and more editorial board meetings, op eds, it will be great.  To follow up to folks with further tips to track down names, coordinate with DC folks, and other thoughts after this call to facilitate that for grassroots.  

Female Speaker: we have put together a pool of experts based on issue and area.  If you are looking for a pool, we have people available for congressional briefings, etc.  I am sure those groups would engage.  We remind them that children are children.  There is a tendency in congress to just shut your eyes and forget that even children in different countries are children.  It doesn't take a lot of energy or money to improve lives everywhere.  Children first.  

Female Speaker: thank you, and thank you for your work.  Now, I will turn the call to the legislative director, John Fosset.  

Male Speaker: thank you Joanne.  Hello, nice to talk to you.  I am going to talk about the REACH Act and media work.  Points to follow up on those questions and comments, we are in touch with the American academy of pediatrics office in Washington.  We will follow up about issues you raised about facilitating engagement.  I hear someone with an unmuted line if you can fine that.  

This is a way to save lives at birth.  Babies can't breathe when first born.  This is a common cause of childhood death.  The total number of childhood deaths is declining, and the sticky piece now is among babies in the first days of life.  Asphyxia is a big reason.  We worked in Malawi for these approaches.  USAID has not.  Where is there political will to address that problem?  Where does USAID have an advantage.  And then reporting that in a public and transparent way.  In a report talking about the progress they make, they talk about scheduled up that program in Senegal, sedan, etc.  That is enabled from a coordinator who has that authority and by the approach of ending preventable childhood deaths to align resources.  

Turning to the REACH Act.  First in the house as Joanne indicated we anticipate companion legislation in the house.  We worked closely with sponsors Dave Reichert from Washington state, who was a guest in June.  We are looking for companion house legislation in September.  We will let you know when we do to do that follow up.  It is important to get republican house members on early and often to demonstrate bipartisan support.  The REACH act is in the senate, SB 9111 introduced by Senator Collins from Maine and Coons joined by Kirk.  Senators can not add as co-sponsors.  Now is the time to follow up with your senate offices to get them to co-sponsor.  Whether you meet at the IC, or recess, or organizing letters, now is the time to add your name.  

There is a lot going on in congress this month.  There is a must-pass spending bill, highway funding, the Iran deal is still working out, the Pope is dropping by.  It is a busy month on capitol hill, but we have a way to make sure your voice is heard.  The media and letters to the editor makes it clear you are sending those in to make sure they see them.  The recent data from UNICEF is good to show the data from leading experts about how close we are taking necessary steps.  With co-sponsorship of REACH act.  Knowing the aids in your office have a lot to deal with.  

I want to talk more about media.  To thank all your hard work in pitching editors to join the media call.  It was a tight turnaround.  It came right after the holidays.  We got several great pieces of media that make the case for the REACH act.  We had NBC, and Newsweek.  The opportunity is relevant for you to weigh in with a letter to the editor.  The associated press wrote a story on the UNICEF data from every place in the country.  Over 200 outlets ran that.  That is an amazing opportunity for letters to the editor.  These don't show up specifically very often.  

We will send the link to the AP story if you haven't seen it before.  A trick is to ask how you know if the AP story ran in my town?  If you put the first line into google, that usually returns the result about if your paper ran it.  That is a trick the pros use.  That is the subject of the action sheet.  Try to get those letters to the editor in.  Even if your paper didn't run the AP story, it is a chance to cite that report.  

We have done an amazing job on media.  We have 90 pieces in 25 states.  We are confident we can get in all 50 states in this legislation and look forward to working with you.  That is it for me.  I will pass to Ken.  

Ken: hey John, happy sturdy results advocacy wizards!  [Music playing.]  Welcome, happy Saturday.  Media is going to be critical in moving forward.  One, it is in moving our representatives and senators.  It is also important in moving the leadership of the house foreign affairs and senate foreign relations.  This 50 state strategy is important as well as generating media locally.  We know that starting and generating media brings us outside our comfort zones.  We have to contact persistently.  There is often silence that puts us off.  It takes new habits.  I have invited Yvonne from Detroit to share.  

Are you there Yvonne?  We are not hearing Yvonne.  While I wait for her I will see if I can see if Lisa can find her and unmute her line.  While we do that I will share some opportunities.  We have a couple.  Two are educational and outread opportunities we have coming up.  I want to know, we are investing in you and your groups to be successful advocates.  Here are a couple ways.  Later this month, the UN general assembly is gathering in new york to reveal the sustainable development goals.  Included are no poverty, quality education, general equality, clean water and sanitation, reduced inequalities.  We work on many of these.  Is Yvonne on?  It is important to understand the goals, and we want to see how the world moves toward them.  We have organized to hear directly from people at the summit in new york.  Jefrry Sacks, Joanne Carter, Hannah Boen, and Aaron Oxly, executive director of the UK.  This may not be a great time for some folks, but for others it might be excellent.  Listen into what happens with the goals.  We encourage you to join as a group or on your own.  It is a great chance to educate how results fits into this global work.  You might invite a news writer.  We have posters.  

The second is on world aids day on December 1.  We are going to replenish the budget.  This is a great time to build the local team around that.  We have 50 people to organize.  It is fun when everyone does it together.  We encourage you to decide if you will participate around World Aids Day.  We will provide support, grants, etc.  We want a sense of if you will participate in this soon.  Decide if your group will participate in the excitement and let us know.  

You can say that we will be participating, and we will start organizing from there.  I want to see if Yvonne is on.  [Faraway.]  

I can hear you but you are very faint.  

Female Speaker: OK.  

Male Speaker: you sound really faint.  Maybe you need to get close.  

Female Speaker: OK.  

Male Speaker: we have an echo too.  I will unmute you again.  Try that out.  

Female Speaker: these are all audio.  

Male Speaker: that sounds better.  Are you there?  Yvonne?  We are having a hard time reaching her.  We will keep trying.  In the meantime I have a couple other things.  Those are the educational.  

Female Speaker: sorry.  I got them back.  

Male Speaker: I can hear you.  They just muted again.  In terms of leadership opportunities, we have a couple.  The first is the maternal and child health media training.  October 2-4.  If you have not had someone attend a media training, there is still room.  Let us know if you are ready to get great training and support.  

The second is a series of global health leadership trainings.  Or those moving into leadership.  The first is in DC.  The second is in Washington on October 23-25.  There is still room.  I encourage folks to look at the future trainings as well, because we will have these next year.  I will try one more time to get Yvonne.  

Female Speaker: Ken can you hear me?  

Male Speaker: you sound fabulous.  

Female Speaker: I wanted to share that I got a letter to the editor published in a local paper about the REACH Act.  It was a whole process.  One of the major things was, when I committed in going to the media training, I knew I would have to focus on writing letters to the editor more often.  Before that I had excuses.  I was a group leader and didn't have time.  I decided to go to the media training and realized I need to write more often.  I think I wasn't sure I was a good writer.  I learned that I was making it too complicated.  I used to think I had to stuff a bunch of facts in.  During the training, I learned my letter just needed one point and one fact.  It made it simpler.  A letter to the editor needs one point, and doesn't need more than one fact.  

Another thing was finding hooks.  I often read the press and couldn't find a hook.  During the media training we brainstormed on hooks and developed a huge list.  It was great because one of the hooks we developed was an editorial about going to school.  When the local paper had an editorial about parents keeping children's vaccines current, I knew I had my hook.  I told others in my group to submit letters also.  I thought at least one would be published.  Now I look at the other hooks.  It took just a Sunday afternoon, but I got it done.  I finally realized that I thought I read the paper closely, and I thought the local paper just covered local news.  

In preparation for the media training I looked at the paper closer and realized they only ran editorials and letters to the editor on Thursday.  In looking closer I found a place with a deadline.  I needed to submit Monday by 9AM.  I was concerned the observer covered local news.  I tried to mention that a local member of congress, and the action they could take to make the letter more local.  I was so excited that within a day of submission I received a letter saying that they would print my letter.  I struggle still with writing.  I am writing for the Detroit free press.  I am struggling.  I need to keep writing and I will.  

Male Speaker: thank you and thanks for your persistence.  I think she makes some great points.  The media does take work.  I think she shared some fabulous ideas.  Thank you for that.  

I will turn to Lisa Marchal about approaching an editor.  

Female Speaker: hi everyone!  Hopefully you have been inspired and informed, and you have clarity.  We continue work on co-sponsorship and powerful media work.  We will move from the 25 states to 50.  I want to encourage you to keep setting the bar higher.  Letters to the editor are magnificent.  Don't be afraid to go for the Op Ed.  I will ask Ken to practice a pitch, and I will be a stressed, on-deadline editor.  The pitch is custom, but you have to shape it like a laser talk.  

Engage, state the problem, illustrate on the solution or the call to action.  Capture their attention.  State what you are talking about, why you write, the solution you purpose, and the call to action.  Ken will call and practice.  

Female Speaker: Hi this is Lisa with the Star.  

Male Speaker: hi this is Ken with results.org do you have a few minutes?  

Female Speaker: I do but I am against the deadline.  I was behind on email.  What is the topic?  

Male Speaker: I read UNICEF said about 11 kids under age five die every second.  It made me think of my daughter who is starting college.  I couldn't imagine what it would be like if she were born elsewhere.  I wondered if you would be willing to take up the subject of preventable child deaths.  There is a bill decide to end senseless deaths.  

Female Speaker: have they made a statement/ 

Male Speaker: not yet, but I know someone from the paper would help.  

Female Speaker: is this international, or does it affect us here?  

Male Speaker: a lot of people in our community have worked on this for a long time.  Starting when we were much worse.  The citizen times played a key role over time.  

Female Speaker: who else have you worked with?  

Male Speaker: we worked with Joy Franklin, and they have carried OpEds.  This is a great opportunity.  

Female Speaker: I have to go, one of the things my boss will wonder about is relating to local readership.  If there is anything recently you can connect to, or going on locally, that would help.  I have to look at this, but I may not get back to you.  You have my number.  

Male Speaker: this past week there was a three year child washed up on beach.  Everyone knows that photo, it captured attention.  The reason is that people do care about children.  It doesn't matter where they are.  Children should have an opportunity to grow and thrive.  I think we carry guilt over it.  I think this is an opportunity to do something.  

Female Speaker: OK.  Our real estate is precious, we can't cover that many global issues.  To be clear, you want to write an Op Ed on this?  

Male Speaker: I have a packet I would like to send.  I would like you or the board to consider writing this.  To move people along.  

Female Speaker: I look forward to hearing about this again.  Thank you.  

Male Speaker: thank you for your time, and for that transparency issue around tourism dollars.  

Female Speaker: thank you we worked hard on that.  

Hopefully that was helpful, and the tone you get when you call.  That is the end of our call.  

[End.]  

