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The Global Partnership for Education 

And Basic Education  
In 1999, over 100 million primary school-aged children 

around the world were denied access to an education. But  

action by developing countries to abolish school fees, build 

infrastructure, and train teachers, paired with commitment 

from donors to support their efforts, resulted in a drastic 

decrease in the number of children out of school, to 59 

million today.  

Despite these efforts, progress has stagnated over the past several years. Even among those 

children who do make it into a classroom, a staggering global total of 250 million kids – nearly 

40 percent of the world’s children of primary school age – can’t read a single sentence.  

The Global Partnership for Education, the only multilateral partnership exclusively focused on 

achieving quality education for all, is working to change this picture. In 61 developing countries, 

the Global Partnership brings together education stakeholders to develop, implement, and fund 

national education plans. By putting its developing country partners at the front and aligning 

donors and other partners behind them, the Global Partnership helps build strong, sustainable 

education systems that will provide children an education for generations to come. 

Why Funding Matters 

U.S. investments in basic education are giving countries the boost they need to provide their 

most vulnerable children with a quality education, helping them become thriving, productive 

citizens: 

 The Global Partnership for Education: Since 2002, the Global Partnership has worked 

with partners to enroll 61 million more children in primary school in the poorest countries. At 

the same time, partner countries have increased the number of kids completing primary 

school to 72 percent, up from 63 percent in 2002. And contributions to the Global 

Partnership help leverage commitments from developing countries – in fact, in 2014, 

developing country partners pledged an impressive $26 billion to finance the strengthening 

of their own education systems.  

 Basic Education: USAID’s education strategy aims to improve early-grade reading and 

increase access to education for children in conflict and crisis. Between 2011-2014, USAID 

basic education programs have reached more than 30 million unique learners in over 40 

countries, trained over 1.2 million teachers, and repaired over 7,000 classrooms.  

FY17 FUNDING REQUEST: 
 

 The Global Partnership 
for Education at $125 
million 

 Basic Education at $925 
million 
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Helping Moldova’s Kids Learn and Grow 

Five-year old Catalina Măndrile likes coming to school. 
“When we finish an activity, we draw before going to 
lunch,” she explained. “I like it here: we sleep, eat, play 
and make puzzles.” 
 
Viorica Istraţi runs this preschool in central Moldova. 
She said her village of about 3,500 residents will 
survive and prosper, as long as her preschool is filled 
with the laughter of the children.  
 
Until recently, the preschool was closed with broken 
windows and doors, without electricity and water. For 
10 years, like many preschools in Moldova, it was shut 
down entirely. With funding from the Global Partnership for Education, the three-decade old 
building has been repaired, giving students a warm, welcoming place to spend their days. 
 
Early childhood education is critical for child development and promotes equity among poor and 
vulnerable people by providing educational opportunities early in life. Children who attend 
quality preschools are more likely to enroll in primary school, stay in school, and do better once 
they are there. In turn, this can lead to greater economic mobility in later years.  
 
The government of Moldova, supported by the Global Partnership for Education, is focusing on 
preschool education. As a result, preschools are spreading across the country. Global 
Partnership for Education-funded education projects have been central to successfully 
reforming early childhood education across Moldova. The benefits reach far beyond preschool, 
helping to strengthen the entire education system, build capacity and coordination, and set 
children on the right track for the future.  
 

RESULTS’ Request and Funding History 
 
As members of Congress submit annual appropriations requests to the relevant Appropriations 
Subcommittees, they can show support for achieving education for all by requesting funding 
within Development Assistance in the State and Foreign Operations Appropriations bill for Basic 
Education, which includes funding for the Global Partnership for Education (GPE).  
 
To do so, please submit a formal appropriations request form for Basic Education and GPE to 
Senators Graham and Leahy or Representatives Granger and Lowey as Chairs and Ranking 
Members of the State and Foreign Operations Subcommittees of Appropriations. Contact 
RESULTS’ staff Crickett Nicovich for support: cnicovich@results.org. 
 

Fiscal Year FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 RESULTS’ FY17 Request 

Global Partnership 
for Education 

$20 million $40 million $45 million $70 million $125 million 

Basic Education $767 million $800 million $800 million $800 million $925 million 
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