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Child Health and Nutrition 

The biggest gains in global health have been made in just 

25 years. With support from the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID) and its global partners, 

the number of children under the age of five dying annually 

has fallen at an astonishing rate, from 12.6 million in 1990 

to 5.9 million in 2015. This drastic decrease in mortality 

means more children are surviving and thriving. While 

huge strides have been made, over 16,000 children still die 

each day - mostly from treatable causes like diarrhea, 

pneumonia, or malnutrition.  

For the first time in history, experts and scientists agree that it’s possible to stop these avoidable 

deaths once and for all.  But to reach the global goal of ending preventable child and maternal 

deaths by 2035, the U.S. must work with poor countries to create sustainable change and 

accelerate momentum. In 2014, USAID provided a clear roadmap to save lives that prioritizes 

cost-effective interventions based on country needs. This roadmap is helping save 15 million 

children’s lives and 600,000 women’s lives by 2020.  With a plan now in place, Congress should 

seize this incredible opportunity by doubling down on smart investments that save lives. 

Why Funding Matters 

U.S. investments in maternal and child health and nutrition are saving lives, providing equal 

chances for children to survive and thrive, and creating lasting difference.  

 Maternal and Child Health: Providing pre-natal care, training skilled birth attendants, 

providing treatment for leading killers of kids such as pneumonia and diarrhea are improving 

health systems and access to care in the poorest places in 24 focus countries. 

 Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance: U.S. funding for Gavi will support its strategy of immunizing an 

additional 300 million children by 2020, saving an additional five million lives in the poorest 

countries in the world. As a commitment to improve their own child health, all 73 Gavi-

eligible countries co-finance a portion of vaccine costs. 

 Nutrition: Forty-five percent of all under-five deaths are attributed to malnutrition. Ensuring 

quality nutrition during the “1,000 Day” period from pregnancy to a child’s second birthday is 

critical to saving lives and preventing stunting, which impacts a child’s physical and cognitive 

development and has a life-long impact on education and economic outcomes. As a global 

leader on nutrition, the U.S. has an opportunity this summer to leverage additional resources 

from other donors to fight malnutrition at the Nutrition for Growth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.  

FY17 FUNDING REQUEST: 
 

 Fund Maternal and Child 
Health at $880 million 

 Fund Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, at $275 million 

 Fund Nutrition in Global 
Health at $230 million 
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Beyond Zero in Kenya 

 
With a ceremonial hand-off of the keys for each of the 
36 new mobile maternity clinics, Kenyan First Lady 
Margaret Kenyatta’s Beyond Zero campaign is gaining 
momentum and ensuring the hard-to-reach moms and 
kids in Kenya are receiving better access to quality 
health services. In 2014, Kenya launched Beyond Zero 
to improve maternal, newborn, and child health. This 
campaign builds on the incredible progress made over 
the past five years, which saw the country’s under-five 
child mortality rate decrease by 30 percent. In a recent 
speech in Nairobi, the First Lady reflected, “The campaign was inspired by the realization that 
maternal and children’s deaths are largely preventable.” The new mobile clinics provide free 
maternity care, child health screenings, and immunizations in the most remote areas of Kenya. 
They are just one part of the larger campaign to drive down leading killers of moms and kids.  
 
This country-led initiative, with technical support from USAID, is bringing together key 
development partners to better align their investments, reduce duplication of efforts, and 
increase efficient use of resources. U.S. government programs contribute substantially to efforts 
like Beyond Zero to decrease maternal and child mortality, but also to the reduction of 
malnutrition in Kenya. In 2014 alone, U.S. government efforts reached more than three million 
children under five with nutrition interventions and provided nutrition training to more than 6,000 
health care providers, community health workers, and others. Together, these efforts have 
contributed to a reduction in stunting in Kenya by over 25 percent in the past five years – the 
first significant decrease in decades.   
 

RESULTS’ Request and Funding History 

 
As members of Congress submit annual appropriations requests to the relevant Appropriations 
Subcommittees, they can show their support for ending preventable child deaths by requesting 
funding in the State and Foreign Operations Appropriations bill for two accounts within Global 
Health – the Maternal and Child Health Account, which includes funding for Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, and the Nutrition Account.  
 
To do so, please submit two formal appropriations request forms for the Maternal and Child 
Health and Nutrition accounts to Senators Graham and Leahy or Representatives Granger and 
Lowey as Chairs and Ranking Members of the State and Foreign Operations Subcommittees of 
Appropriations. Contact RESULTS’ staff Crickett Nicovich for support: cnicovich@results.org.  
 

Fiscal Year FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 RESULTS’ FY17 Request 

Maternal and Child 
Health Account 

$627.3 million $705 million $715 million $750 million $880 million 

Gavi (in MCH) $138 million $175 million $200 million $235 million $275 million 

Nutrition Account $95 million $115 million $115 million $125 million $230 million 
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