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ACTION SHEET

Urge U.S. pledge of $1 billion to Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance 

It's called "the virtuous cycle." That’s what happens when we make vaccines available to 
millions of the world’s poor children — lives are saved, tens of billions of dollars in economic 
loss and health costs are prevented, the workforce gets stronger, and economic growth 
accelerates, and families are healthier. 

This is what Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, works for every day. 

Since it was founded in the year 2000, the U.S. has contributed approximately $1.2 billion to 
Gavi, supporting the immunization of almost half a billion children, which will save more than six 
million lives. 

Gavi empowers the poorest countries to roll out new and underutilized vaccines in the hardest 
to reach places. Donor support for Gavi ensures life-saving vaccines reach the kids that need 
them most – so that where a child is born doesn’t determine whether she gets to live. With 
vaccines, children stay healthy and have the opportunity to thrive. 

The opportunity to save more lives

Now, a new opportunity is at hand. In January 2015, Germany will host Gavi’s second donor 
replenishment conference. Gavi’s goal for this replenishment is to mobilize an additional $7.5 
billion in investments from donors to meet the global need to immunize an additional 300 million 
children from 2016-2020. If fully funded, this strategy will save over 5 million more lives. 

As the fourth largest donor to Gavi, U.S. leadership is critical to leveraging other donors and 
support poor countries that lack the full resources to properly vaccinate their children. All Gavi-
eligible countries help pay some portion of the vaccine cost, which reflects a key principle of 
country ownership of the vaccine programs, and is a critical part of Gavi’s sustainability model. 

Urge your representative to support this virtuous cycle that saves the lives of children worldwide 
and strengthens healthcare systems in poor nations, making our planet safer place for all of us. 
Ask your representative to write his/her own letter directly to the Obama Administration urging a 
bold commitment at the 2015 Gavi replenishment conference of $1 billion over four years, to 
support immunizing 300 million children and saving over 5 million lives. 

Take Action

Ask your member of Congress to write a letter to the Obama Administration urging a U.S. 
commitment of $1 billion over four years to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, at the upcoming 
replenishment conference. 
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Sample EPIC Letter (use for phone calls and emails too)

Instructions:

 Find your rep. and senators’ contacts here: http://capwiz.com/results/dbq/officials/

 Handwrite your letters with a group for more impact and hand deliver the letters to a 
local office or town hall event.

 You can also send letters via the representative’s or senators’ website.

 Have someone follow up on the request directly with the foreign policy aide letting them 
know you are certain others have contacted the office on this.

Engage Since founded in 2000, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, has immunized almost half 
a billion children, which will save over six million lives. 

Problem But the job is far from finished. One child out of every five still does not have 
access to the most basic vaccines. U.S. leadership is needed if we are going 
to reach even the hardest to reach child to protect them from vaccine-
preventable disease.

Inform Now, a new opportunity is at hand. In January 2015, Germany will host Gavi’s 
second donor replenishment conference. Gavi’s goal for this replenishment is 
to mobilize an additional $7.5 billion in investments from donors to meet the 
global need to immunize an additional 300 million children from 2016-2020. If 
fully funded, this strategy will save over 5 million more lives. 

Call to Action: The U.S. must lead on this effort. Will you write a letter to the Obama 
administration requesting a pledge of $1 billion over four years for Gavi at the 
January 2015 replenishment conference? I can provide you with a sample 
letter.

More on Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance

The GAVI Alliance is an international partnership responsible for ensuring new vaccines reach 
the kids that need them most. Alliance members include UNICEF, the World Bank, the World 
Health Organization, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, donor countries, along with 
developing countries themselves. Long-term sustainability is at the very core of the GAVI 
Alliance model, which supports: 

• Country co-financing for all vaccines, moving GAVI-eligible countries toward 
independence;

• Building stronger health systems; and 

• Bringing down the costs of vaccines in the long term. 

In January 2015, the GAVI Alliance will host a replenishment conference to ask donor countries, 
private sector, and foundations to invest in their 2016-2020 strategy of immunizing over 300 
million children, which will save over 5 million lives. Congressional leadership on GAVI this year 
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will be critical to build political will and momentum for GAVI’s bold goal of accelerating access to 
lifesaving vaccines for the hardest to reach. 

Useful Gavi Resources

You can find additional media, outreach, and other resources on Gavi, including a draft of the 
letter to the President here: http://www.results.org/issues/vaccines/. The Gavi website is also a 
great source of information: www.gavi.org.


