
 
 
At the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000, world leaders from every nation entered a historic commitment by signing 
the Millennium Declaration, agreeing to work together to improve the lives of the world’s poorest. For the first time ever, 
there was an agreed global compact in which rich and developing countries, alike, recognize that they share the responsibility 
to end poverty and its root causes. From the Millennium Declaration came the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), eight 
development objectives to be achieved by 2015.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
  

 

Eradicate Poverty and Hunger 

Target: Halve the number of people living on less than $1 
per day. 
 
The number of people living in extreme poverty fell from 
1.8 billion in 1990 to 1.4 billion in 2005. The global 
economic crisis has slowed progress, but the world is still on 
track to meet the poverty reduction target. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Achieve Universal Primary Education  

Target: Ensure that children everywhere, boys and girls 
alike, will be able to attend and complete a full course 
of primary schooling 
 
Enrolment in primary education continues to rise; 
however, the pace of progress is insufficient to reach the 
target by 2015. Today, over 72 million children remain 
out of school. 

Promote Gender Equality 

 
 Promote Gender Equality   

Target: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and 
secondary education by 2005 and in all levels of education 
by 2015. 
 
Poverty disproportionately affects women, who represent 
70 percent of the world’s poor. Educating and empowering 
women has been shown to translate into better nutrition 
for the whole family, better health care, declining fertility 
rates and better overall economic performance.   

 

 

Reduce Child Mortality 

 
 Promote Gender Equality  

Target: Reduce, by two-thirds, the mortality rate of 
children under five. 
 
Substantial progress has been made in reducing child 
deaths. Globally, the total number of under-five deaths 
declined from 12.5 million in 1990 to 8.8 million in 2008; 
however, accelerated progress is needed to meet the 2015 
target.  

 

Improve Maternal Health 

 
 Promote Gender Equality  

Target: (a) Reduce by three quarters, between 1990 and 
2015, the maternal mortality ratio. (b) Achieve universal 
access to reproductive health. 

 
Every year, 536,000 women and girls die as a result of 
complications during pregnancy, childbirth or the six weeks 
following delivery - 99 percent of these deaths occur in 
developing countries.  
 

 

Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and other diseases 

 
 Promote Gender Equality  

Target: Halt and reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and other 
diseases. 
 
Globally, the spread of HIV has stabilized in most regions 
and people are surviving longer. Still, many young people 
lack the knowledge to protect themselves against HIV. 
Malaria kills an African child every 30 seconds. Tuberculosis 
prevalence and mortality rates are falling, but not fast 
enough to meet global targets. 
 

 

Ensure Environmental Sustainability  

Target: Reduce by half the proportion of people without 
access to safe drinking water  

 
The world is ahead of schedule in meeting the 2015 drinking 
water target; however, a number of countries are still facing 
an uphill battle. Dirty water and a lack of basic sanitation 
undermine efforts to eradicate extreme poverty and 
eliminate diseases in the world's poorest countries.  
 

 

Create a Global Partnership for Development 

Targets: (a) Develop an open trading and financial system 
(b) Address the needs of developing countries through 
tariff and quota free access exports, debt relief and aid. 
 
Development requires a global partnership. Developing 
countries must remain committed to poverty reduction 
through good governance and policies, while donor 
countries must deliver on their promises to provide 
effective aid, debt relief, and fair trade rules.  
 

 

For more information, visit www.endpoverty2015.org and www.standagainstpoverty.org 

Millennium Development Goals: At a Glance 

http://www.endpoverty2015.org/
www.standagainstpoverty.org

