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Investing in Brighter Futures Worldwide 

Everywhere, a child’s first day of school is a picture of potential. This milestone means the child 

survived to the age of five, received nutrition and care, and now has access to quality education 

and a bright future. You have the opportunity to make these shared values a reality for all. 

Now is the time to urge your members of Congress to voice their support for global health and 

education in this year’s spending bill, helping provide opportunity in the world’s poorest places.  

Members of Congress should prioritize global development programs that save lives and 

support the poorest around the world to become more self-reliant through the foreign aid 

funding bill, known as the State and Foreign Operations (SFOPS) Appropriations bill. This 

legislation supports partnerships with poor countries, enabling them to improve access to health 

and nutrition and strengthen basic education. Every member of Congress can play a role in 

shaping this bill by writing to and speaking with the leadership of the State and Foreign 

Operations Appropriations Subcommittee before they begin drafting the funding bill.  

For our members of Congress to be bold in supporting effective poverty-focused foreign 

assistance programs that build independence within poor countries, they need to hear from their 

constituents. Your voice in support of these programs is critical to developing the political 

will needed to protect funding, to save lives, and to create brighter futures. 

Write letters to your members of Congress urging them to write to and speak with the 

committee leaders who determine foreign aid funding priorities — the Chairs (Rep. Kay Granger 

and Senator Lindsey Graham) and Ranking Members (Rep. Nita Lowey and Senator Patrick 

Leahy) of the House and Senate State and Foreign Operations Appropriations Subcommittees.  

Improving Health and Education 
For background on each of these issues, please review the corresponding Appropriations 

Request Sheets, which contain additional background on each issue that you can use to 

support your request. We strongly suggest that you do not include every issue in your request. 

Select one or more issues that you think your member is most likely to support and act on. 

Child Health, Gavi, and Nutrition 
• Provide $880 million for Maternal and Child Health. 
• Include $265 million for Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, for global 

immunization within Maternal and Child Health. 
• Provide $230 million for Nutrition programs in Global Health. 

Bilateral Tuberculosis • Provide $400 million for scaling up critical U.S.-supported efforts to 
control and treat TB and drug-resistant TB. 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 

Tuberculosis, and Malaria 
• Provide $1.35 billion for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 

and Malaria to maintain and expand life-saving prevention and 
treatment programs. 

Global Partnership for Education 

and Basic Education 

• Include $125 million for the Global Partnership for Education within 
Basic Education to cost-effectively support access to quality education 
for all children. 

• Provide $925 million for Basic Education in Development Assistance. 



1101 15th St. NW, Suite 1200  |  Washington, DC 20005 
P: (202) 783-4800  |  www.results.org  |  @RESULTS_Tweets 

Tips for Navigating the Appropriations Process 
 Check the deadline. The Appropriations Committees set deadlines to receive requests from 

members of Congress. Most congressional offices set their own internal deadlines for 

appropriations requests from constituents well before these dates. Ask your congressional 

offices (start with the foreign affairs aides) about their deadlines so you can submit your 

request beforehand. Even if the deadline has passed, submit your request anyway. 

 Check the form. Members of Congress receive many appropriations requests. To 

standardize this process, some members have a form to complete, either on paper or online. 

Check your representative’s and senators’ websites or call to see if there is a form to 

complete. Don’t hesitate to ask RESULTS staff for help filling it out. 

 Schedule a meeting. Sending a letter is an important way to show support, but a meeting 

with your member of Congress or his/her staff will make your request stand out, 

demonstrating deep support among constituents for foreign aid programs that empower the 

poorest. 

 Follow up. After your request is submitted, follow up with the foreign policy legislative aide to 

see if he/she requires any more information to complete the request. Tell the aide that you 

would like to know if your requests are included in the congressperson’s request to the 

appropriators and ask how and when you can find that out. Stay with your request until you 

know what happens. 

Take Action! Write Letters! 
Here’s a sample letter:  
 
Thank you for your work to support ________.  We know members of the State and Foreign 
Operations Appropriations Subcommittee will soon be considering spending levels for global 
development work for the fiscal year 2017 foreign aid spending bill. I am writing to request that 
you speak and write to the leadership of this subcommittee, Chair XXX and Ranking Member 
XXX, and ask that they include the following funding levels in their bill. This funding represents 
both a compassionate and pragmatic global development request.  
 
In the area of Global Health, please include: 

 $880 million for Maternal and Child Health, including $265 million for Gavi, the Vaccine 

Alliance, and an additional $230 million for Nutrition in Global Health.  

 $400 million for bilateral Tuberculosis control efforts. 

 $1.35 billion for the multilateral Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. 

In the area of Education for All, please include:  

 $125 million for the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) within Basic Education, and a 
total of $925 million for Basic Education. 

 
In addition to saving lives and creating brighter futures, global development programs contribute 
to U.S. economic growth and boost our national security. The U.S. must prioritize support for 
effective health and education programs that provide opportunities for children around the world 
to reach their full potential and enable countries to build the foundations for ending poverty. 
 

To download additional background on each of these issues and other information, please visit our Appropriations resource page: 
http://www.results.org/issues/global_poverty_campaigns/appropriations/ or contact RESULTS staff, Crickett Nicovich at cnicovich@results.org 
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