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Tell Congress to Support the Education for All Act, and Deliver the Missing Plank of Obama's MDG Plan 

“Above all, we must do our part to see that all children have the basic right to learn. There is nothing more disappointing than a child denied the hope that comes with going to school, and there is nothing more dangerous than a child who is taught to distrust and then to destroy. That’s why the third commitment I’ll make is working to erase the global primary education gap by 2015. Every child — every boy, and every girl — should have the ability to go to school. To ensure that our nation does its part to meet that goal, we need to establish a two billion dollar Global Education Fund. And I look forward to signing the bipartisan Education for All Act that was first introduced by Hillary Clinton — a true champion for children.”

— Barack Obama, Address to the Clinton Global Initiative September 25, 2008

“We will support the Millennium Development Goals, and approach next year's summit with a global plan to make them a reality. And we will set our sights on the eradication of extreme poverty in our time.”

— Barack Obama, Address to the UN General Assembly, September 23, 2009

In 2008, then-candidate Barack Obama addressed global development experts and advocates at the Clinton Global Initiative in New York, outlining the approach he would take as president to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). He described his vision for a $2 billion global education fund to accelerate progress toward education for all. A year later he returned to New York, this time as president, to address the UN General Assembly for the first time. In this speech, he embraced the Millennium Development Goals, and pledged to return the following year with a plan to achieve them. In September of 2010, President Obama will again return to New York, this time to address the UN Millennium Development Goal Summit. The goals of the summit are to assess progress toward the MDGs, identify challenges and barriers, and create an action plan to accelerate progress and ultimately achieve the goals.

The need is absolutely clear. Seventy-two million primary school-aged children are still not in school. At the current rate of progress, 56 million children will still be out of school in 2015, which is the MDG target date for achieving universal primary education.  The world needs renewed leadership to achieve education for all, more resources to accomplish the goal, and a better mechanism to deliver them. 

President Obama has committed to creating a plan to achieve the MDGs, but he has yet to define his strategy to meet MDG 2 to achieve universal primary education. While his administration has announced major new initiatives on global health and food security, education is a missing plank of his MDG plan. 

The Education for All Act of 2010 (H.R. 5117), introduced by Representatives Nita Lowey (D-NY) and Dave Reichert (R-WA), provides a clear blueprint for U.S. leadership to achieve Education for All.  By establishing a new Global Fund for Education as a key component of our basic education strategy, the bill would put us on the path to more — and more effective — aid for education. Strong support for the EFA Act will create momentum to deliver a plan to achieve education for all at the upcoming MDG Summit in September 2010, and demonstrate that Congress supports a Global Fund for Education. Ask your representative to cosponsor the EFA Act to help deliver the missing plank of Obama's plan to achieve the MDGs.
	Take Action! Call and Write to Your Representatives

1. Introduce yourself as a RESULTS volunteer and a constituent. Acknowledge any actions that your member has already taken to support our work or other actions on poverty and thank him/her. If possible, research to see if your Representative cosponsored previous the previous version of the EFA Act.

2. Inform your representative about the Education for All Act and why education so important for long-term peace, prosperity and development.

3. Highlight that the bill supports U.S. leadership to create a new Global Fund for Education, and the opportunity of the MDG Summit describe on the previous page.

4. Sample Letter:

Dear Representative____________:

I am a member of RESULTS and a constituent. Thank you for your support for _________.

In September 2010, world leaders will gather in New York for a summit to assess progress toward the Millennium Development Goals, eight shared goals that address the most pressing problems faced by the world’s poor. We are not on track meet MDG 2, universal primary education. There are 72 million children who do not have the chance to go to school.

To accelerate progress toward getting every child in school, Representatives Nita Lowey and Dave Reichert have introduced the bipartisan Education for All Act. This bill is a roadmap for U.S. leadership to create a multi-donor, multilateral Global Fund for Education that would increase global funding commitments from other countries, and improve coordination, transparency, and accountability to achieve quality Education for All. 

Please support U.S. leadership to help every child go to school by cosponsoring the Education for All Act (H.R. 5117).
5. Send the letter to the foreign policy aide, request a reply, and include all of your contact information. If you don’t know the aide that handles foreign policy, call the office and ask. Please e-mail and fax your letter if possible. Call and make sure the aide that handles these issues received your letter. For contact information, go to the RESULTS website: http://capwiz.com/results/dbq/officials/.


The Education for All Act of 2010 (H.R. 5117)
The EFA Act seeks to ensure the U.S. provides the resources and leadership to contribute to a successful international effort to provide all children with a quality basic education by 2015. Most significantly, the bill directs the U.S. to support an independent multilateral education initiative. The legislation lays out key principles for a Global Fund for Education, including:

· Transparency with respect to financing, key policy decisions, and impact;

· Coordination among governments, private sector, and civil society;

· Mutual accountability between donors;

· Alignment with host country priorities;

· Predictable, long-term funding disbursed in a timely manner.

The EFA Act also calls for a comprehensive strategy to accelerate progress toward universal basic education. Key elements of this strategy include:

· Increase access to basic education, particularly marginalized and vulnerable children.

· Improve quality by committing resources to monitoring and evaluation.

· Build country capacity and ownership by supporting the creation and implementation of national education plans.
· Support "Communities of Learning" approach which recognizes schools as a foundation for community development and services such as health, nutrition, adult literacy, business training, democracy education, and housing programs.

