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Write a Letter to the Editor: President Obama Must Commit to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria

President Obama has also proposed to cut America’s contributions to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (which had been increasing each year since 2006) to $1 billion in 2011, down from $1.05 billion this year. The fund, less than a decade old, has spent nearly $20 billion helping treat the worst diseases of the developing world. And it has become the premier model for results-driven aid; financing for projects is supplied incrementally, as programs show tangible progress — for example, in the number of AIDS-treating drugs dispensed. President Obama’s plan to decrease support is deeply distressing; American financing for the fund should be increasing.
— Archbishop Desmond Tutu, “Obama’s Overdue AIDS Bill,” New York Times, July 20, 2010

In a speech before the United Nations General Assembly last year, President Barack Obama declared, “We will support the Millennium Development Goals and approach next year's summit with a global plan to make them a reality.” As part of that plan, advocates and congressional leaders are calling on President Obama to come to the MDG Summit this September with a commitment to contribute $6 billion over three years to the Global Fund.  

Help build support in your community by writing a letter to the editor in support of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

Sample Letter to the Editor

Instructions: Follow the guidelines for letters to the editor provided by your local papers. Always include your address and phone number with your submission. Make your letter short (150–250 words) and to-the-point using the EPIC format (see sample letter below). To write a letter through the RESULTS website, go to http://capwiz.com/results/dbq/media. If your letter gets published, amplify its impact by sending a copy of your published letter to your members of Congress.

	Engage
	In a recent op-ed, Archbishop Desmond Tutu described the United States waning support for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria “deeply distressing.”

	Problem
	Despite tremendous progress in the fight against global health threats, President Obama is falling behind on his commitment support the Global Fund.

	Inform about the solution
	By supporting funding for evidence-based programs evaluated by an independent review panel, the Global Fund helped save 5.7 million lives since 2003. 

Tip: For specific examples of Global Fund achievements, refer to the Global Fund's "By 2015 We Can" document, available at:  http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/replenishment/2010/Global_Fund_Achieving_by_2015_en.pdf (pdf)

	Call to action!
	Nearly 100 members of Congress recently wrote to the president urging him to make a three-year, $6 billion commitment to the Global Fund. The president should take their suggestion and pledge his support at an upcoming UN summit on global poverty and health this September.  

Tip: Check to see if your representative the recent Global Fund letter to the president and acknowledge his/her support.


International AIDS Conference Highlights Funding Crunch
The biannual International AIDS Conference, which took place in July in Vienna, is the world's largest gathering of HIV/AIDS experts and advocates. The overwhelming message from this conference was the growing concern and anger over unfulfilled promises for additional funding to fight AIDS and other infectious diseases like tuberculosis. Just as the Global Fund has produced tremendous public health results on a massive scale, funding has not materialized to accelerate and expand these achievements. The president's fiscal year 2011 budget actually called for a $50 million cut. As Reuters news service reported from the conference: "the message from scientists is: we've given you the tools and the evidence, now give us the money to use them." Media coverage of the conference is a good opportunity for a letter to the editor. 

Strong Congressional Support for the Global Fund

Concerned about the lack of support for the Global Fund, leaders in Congress are calling on the Obama Administration to recommit to the Global Fund. Nearly 100 members of the House of Representatives joined Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA) in letter to the president urging him to make a pledge of $6 billion over three years. As part of the Global Fund's replenishment process, other donor nations are determining the level of their own contributions.  A bold pledge from the United States would provide the leadership needed to accelerate the Fund's progress. The Millennium Development Goal Summit is a perfect opportunity to announce this commitment on a global stage.

The congressional letter to the president demonstrates that Congress would support the president in making a bold, multi-year commitment. Led by the chair of the powerful Congressional Black Caucus, the letter was signed by:

1. 10 committee chairs, including Foreign Affairs, Energy and Commerce (which has jurisdiction over health agencies like the Centers for Disease Control), and Homeland Security.

2. 14 members of the Foreign Affairs Committee, including the committee chair and four subcommittee chairs.

3. 4 members of Foreign Operations Subcommittee, which allocates foreign assistance funding.  

Why the Global Fund?

A three-year, $6 billion pledge to the Global Fund has the potential to galvanize international action to achieve the Millennium Development Goals on health. A $6 billion pledge over fiscal years 2012-2014 is consistent with the bipartisan Lantos-Hyde U.S. Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria Reauthorization Act, and would help achieve the goals of President Obama's $63 billion Global Health Initiative. This is our opportunity for U.S. leadership to accelerate progress in the global fight against diseases of poverty. 

Why does a multi-year pledge to the Global Fund makes sense?

· Leverage. Historically, every $1 the U.S. contributes to the Global Fund has been matched with $2 from other donors. This fall donors will gather to determine their three-year pledges to the Global Fund, so a U.S. pledge at this time would amplify our contribution by encouraging other donors to do more. 
· Effectiveness. The Global Fund is on the leading edge of implementing the best practices and principles of effective aid, making it the most powerful tool we have to fight AIDS, TB, and malaria. Proposals are developed by the countries who implement them, they are evaluated by an independent review panel, and continued funding is awarded according to performance. 

· Impact. The Global Fund has supported remarkable achievements in a few short years including: HIV/AIDS treatment for 2.8 million people; 7 million people treated and tested for tuberculosis; and 122 million bed nets have been distributed to prevent malaria. With adequate funding the Global Fund could support the virtual elimination of pediatric AIDS, the elimination of malaria as a public health threat in many countries, and universal access to treatment for TB. Since the Global Fund's inception in 2003, these efforts have saved 5.7 million lives.
