Faith and the Fight against Poverty

Laser Talk for Use in RESULTS Faith in Action Project (on domestic issues)
Introduction: Hello, my name is __________ and I am a volunteer with RESULTS. Do you have a few minutes to talk about the role of faith in fighting poverty?

Engage: As a person of faith, I am deeply concerned that our government is more concerned with rewarding the wealthy than helping those desperately in need.

Problem: In 2006, 36.5 million people were living in poverty, nearly 5 million more people than in 2000. Yet during this time, Congress has enacted fiscally irresponsible tax cuts for the wealthy while anti-poverty programs like Head Start, child care, and food stamps have seen services cut and benefits decline.

Inform: The Bible says, “He that oppresses the poor blasphemes his Maker. . . .” (Proverbs 14:31) Spending limited resources to make the rich richer while ignoring the plight of the poor is an offense to God. It is not enough for our leaders in Washington to talk about their faith; they must act on it for it to have any truth. RESULTS is committed to working with people of all faiths in seeing that deeds meet words when it comes to the poor and the hungry.

Call to Action: Our leaders must know that we as people of faith are dedicated to seeing policies enacted that help lift “the least of these” out of poverty. Will you join us in calling on Congress to make ending hunger and poverty a top priority in next year’s budget?
