	Faith Outreach Initial Contact Script

Hello, my name is ___________ and I am talking to congregations in your area about working together to help end hunger and poverty. Do you have a few minutes to talk?

I work for RESULTS, a grassroots citizen lobby that helps concerned and caring individuals directly lobbying Congress on behalf of the poor. Although we are not a religious organization, many of our volunteers are people of faith and we recognize that we share a lot of common ground with the faith community in this work

Question: In fact, I read on your website that your congregation is involved in both mission and social justice work, can you tell me a little more about that?
The great thing about RESULTS is that we can help you take the important work you already do of ministering to those in need and complement it with advocacy, so that we can start to address the causes of hunger and poverty.
How we do this is by training citizens to effectively engage our government through education on the issues, advocacy trainings and community support. We are based on a chapter model, whereby people get together bi-monthly to learn about the issues, get training on how to both speak and write effectively, and take action (be it letters to Congress, letter to the editor, face-to-face meetings or community forums).

Question: Do you have any questions about RESULTS? Based on what we’ve talked about, do you think members within your congregation would be interested in learning more about RESULTS?
Well, let me tell you how we get started in a new community like yours. We have a very deliberate process when starting groups, because we know that in asking people to commit to meeting twice per month, it’s more than some organizations request. Therefore, we want to make sure people know more about us and what we ask of them so that they can see if we are a good fit.

Therefore, at this point, if you are willing to help, what I would like to do is set up a meeting with a handful of people of your choosing to talk about RESULTS. At that meeting, I would do a short presentation about RESULTS and then if people are interested and willing, I would ask for their help in inviting others to a larger meeting where we would try to get a group started. In this first meeting, I am not looking for people to sign up as volunteers activists in RESULTS — I am only looking for people to help set up a community meeting about us.

Question: Would you be willing to help get 5 or 6 people together for this first meeting? In addition to the people you invite, are there any persons I can contact in your community that you think would be good to have there? Do you have any questions?
Let’s go ahead and schedule a date for this first meeting, so we have a date certain for people to mark in their calendars.

Question: Would it be OK to have the meeting at your church?
Thank you, _____________. I appreciate your time and willingness to help present this opportunity for people to make a difference. I look forward to seeing you on _____________.


