
                   
1730 Rhode Island Ave NW, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20036 
(202)783-4800 

www.results.org 
  

The Challenge: Achieving Education for All 
 

Around the world, 57 million primary school aged children are still not in school. And many more 
children who are in school are failing to acquire even basic reading, writing and numeracy skills. The world 
has made steady progress toward universal education since 2000, but unless more effective policies are 
implemented and there is greater international financial support, 72 million children may be out of school by 
2015 — more than in 2008. Millions more will receive a low-quality education and not be able to read, write, 
and count.  
 

As a fundamental human right and key to fulfilling global development goals, achieving universal access to 
quality education is critical. Education affects areas as diverse as health, gender, and economic growth:  
 

 Maternal, Newborn and Child Health: A child born to an educated mother is more than twice as likely to 
survive to the age of five.1 Educated mothers are 50 percent more likely to immunize their children than 
mothers with no schooling.2  

 HIV/AIDS: HIV/AIDS infection rates are halved among young people who finish primary school. If all kids 
received a complete primary education, at least 7 million new cases of HIV could be prevented in a decade.3  

 Gender Equality: On average, for a girl in a poor country, each additional year of education beyond third or 
fourth grade will lead to 20 percent higher wages and a 10 percent decrease in the risk of her own children 
dying of preventable causes.4 

 Economic Development: Education is a prerequisite for short and long-term economic growth – no country 
has achieved continuous and rapid economic growth without at least 40 percent of adults being able to read 
and write.5 Every $1 spent on a person’s education yields $10-15 in economic growth over that person’s 
working lifetime.6 

 Nutrition and Food Security: Gains in women’s education made the most significant difference in reducing 
malnutrition, outperforming a simple increase in the availability of food. A 63-country study by the 
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) found that more productive farming as a result of female 
education accounted for 43 percent of the decline in malnutrition achieved between 1970 and 1995.7  

 Security and Democracy: People of voting age with a primary education are 1.5 times more likely to support 
democracy than people with no education.8 Countries with higher primary schooling and a smaller gap 
between rates of boys’ and girls’ schooling tend to enjoy greater democracy, and democratic political 
institutions (such as power-sharing and clean elections) are more likely to exist in countries with higher 
literacy rates and education levels.9 Every year of schooling decreases a male’s chance of engaging in violent 
conflict by 20 percent.10  
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The Path to Universal Quality Education 
 

Where are we? Over the past several decades, the international community has made astounding progress 
getting children into classrooms. In 1999, 108 million children around the world were out of school; today, 
that number has dropped to just 61 million. But new reports reveal that not only has progress toward 
universal access stalled since 2008, but that children who are in school aren’t actually learning. If the current 
rate of progress is maintained, it will take until 2030 to achieve universal primary education.11 
 

Moving forward, it is vital that the global community focuses on: improving access for the most vulnerable 
children, particularly those in conflict affected states, children with disabilities, girls, and other marginalized 
populations; and improves the quality of education through increasing teacher effectiveness and resources 
for education so children in school gain the skills needed to become productive, contributing members of 
society.  
 

What will it take? UNESCO estimates that $16 billion is needed each year to attain universal primary 
education by 2015. To go beyond just primary school into lower secondary school, an additional $8 billion is 
needed annually.  But donors are falling far short of this goal – in 2010, developed country donors allocated 
only $1.9 billion for basic education in low-income countries.12  
 

The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) is the only multilateral partnership focused on ensuring all 
children have access to a quality education. Housed at the World Bank, the GPE is an innovative and effective 
model, working directly with developing country governments and their partners to develop and fund 
national education plans. In November 2011, 30 of GPE’s developing country partners came forward and 
pledged to increase their domestic education budgets by $5 billion over the next three years. There is a 
strong commitment from these countries, and the need is clear. It is critical that donors do their part to fill 
the financing gaps. 
 

The United States Must Take Action:  
 

 Increase Contributions to the Global Partnership for Education: In November 2011, the United States made 
its first-ever pledge to the GPE of $20 million – a significant first step for the United States. However, this 
represents only 2.5 percent of the U.S.’s basic education program in 2012, which totaled $800 million. The 
United States should demonstrate its commitment to improving global basic education by pledging $375 
million over three years to the Global Partnership for Education. 

 
 Pass the Education for All Act: The Education for All Act (H.R. 2780), introduced in the House of 

Representatives by Reps. Nita Lowey (D-NY) and Dave Reichert (R-WA), seeks to improve the effectiveness of 
U.S. global basic education programs and ensure it contributes to a successful international effort to provide 
all children with a quality basic education. The bill aims to increase access to education, improve quality, build 
country capacity and ownership, and improve coordination between U.S. government agencies. It focuses on 
the most vulnerable children, including girls and children in conflict affected and fragile states. The legislation 
also authorizes the U.S. to contribute to the Global Partnership for Education. 

 
 Hold the World Bank Accountable: In 2010, the World Bank pledged to increase funding for basic education 

by $750 million over 2010 levels – a substantial and much-needed increase in funds. Since then, the Bank has 
recalibrated the pledge, claiming that the $750 million is actually derived from an average of funding over 11 
years and not the 2010 funding level, resulting in a much lower baseline. The Bank must be held accountable 
for its original pledge; allowing the World Bank to use the changed, lower baseline would mean the loss of 
millions of dollars for children’s education around the world.13 
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