
1

access to education, quality nutrition, lifesaving health 
services, and more.

In times like these, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed and 
pessimistic about the future. But there is a reason why, 
despite the many challenges, I remain hopeful: you. 

With so much on the line, I hope you’ll continue 
to stand with us. The fight against poverty is not a 
partisan issue: it is a human issue. Our volunteers 
are working to reach every member of Congress we 
cover during their first 100 days in office, and we 
are committed to building more congressional allies 
and champions on these critical issues. Together we 
are holding Congress accountable to make sure our 
policies and investments continue to move us forward, 
not undo decades of progress. 
 
Thank you again for all you do.
 
With gratitude for your 
partnership,
 

Joanne Carter

Dear Friends,
 
The evidence shows what’s possible when we come 
together to advance the fight against poverty — 
whether that’s millions of Americans lifted over the 
poverty line by pro-work tax credits or 20 million lives 
saved through the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and 
Malaria. Yet, right now we face extraordinary threats 
to our progress, both in the United States and around 
the world.

With your generous support, our incredible volunteer 
advocates were able to raise their voices and push 
back against a health care bill that would have 
decimated Medicaid and left 24 million Americans 
without health insurance. The persistent efforts of our 
advocates – including media in more than 40 states 
and more than 40 face-to-face meetings with members 
of Congress – helped make sure that this bill never 
even came to a vote. But we know the threats to health 
care, nutrition, and other anti-poverty programs are 
far from over, so we’re not slowing down.

Meanwhile, the White House released an alarming 
blueprint for our nation’s budget. This included 
draconian cuts to funding for global development 
programs through the State Department and USAID. 
The proposal threatens the futures of millions of 
people living in poverty all around the world, stripping 
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THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CHANGED 
MY LIFE – IT WILL CHANGE YOURS, TOO

By Tiffany Wood, RESULTS REAL Change Fellow

A year ago, I would have been too intimidated to 
even consider setting up a meeting with my member 
of Congress. But last month, I found myself on 
Capitol Hill, in the office of House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
confidently explaining to his aide why our federal 
safety net programs must be protected. 

I’m just a college student from Wisconsin, but over the 
past nine months, I’ve learned how to use the political 
process to make the change I want to see. How many 
people can say that? 

It all started last summer, when I attended the 
RESULTS International Conference as a REAL Change 
Fellow. Suddenly I found myself with a group of people 
who truly cared about what was happening in our 
country and around the world. It was such a refreshing 
change from the apathy I often faced in my everyday 
life. 

The International Conference remains one of the 
most amazing experiences of my life. All of us were so 
inspired, but RESULTS gave us the tools to turn that 
inspiration into action. I learned how to make direct 
“asks” of my members of Congress, how to talk about 
complex government policies, and how to write media 
pieces on the issues I care about. In fact, since then 
I’ve seen my letters-to-the-editor get published (and 
republished) 26 times! 

I also learned that, no matter what’s happening 
politically, I can’t lose hope. 

Maybe I’ll have some meetings on Capitol Hill that 
don’t go well, maybe I’ll write a dozen pieces of media 
and none get published, and maybe our community of 
advocates will lose some hard-fought battles. But we 
still have to keep going, we still have to stay engaged, 
and we still have to do the work. It’s the only way 
forward.

I’ll never forget something speaker Tavis Smiley said 
at the International Conference last year: “You should 
love people just because.”

This quote moved me so much that I put it up on my 
wall at home. It’s a powerful reminder that every 
human being has value. I want to live in a world 
where everyone has access to a good education, 
enough nutritious food to eat, a safe place to live, and 
affordable medical care. I want to live in a world where 
everyone has a chance.

The International Conference changed my life, and I 
think it will change yours, too. 

The RESULTS International Conference will take place at 
the Washington Court Hotel in Washington, DC on July 
22-25, 2017. Please visit www.resultsconference.org to 
register. 

I LEARNED THAT, NO 
MATTER WHAT’S 
HAPPENING POLITICALLY, I 
CAN’T LOSE HOPE.

— Tiffany Wood, REAL Change Fellow

Tiffany Wood
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•  Thanks to the hard work of RESULTS staff 
and advocates around the country, the House of 
Representatives passed The READ Act right away in 
January! This bipartisan legislation has the potential 
to improve the lives of children around the world who 
don’t have access to a quality education. 

•  The Right to Education Index (RTEI) launched its 
2016 findings at a meeting with partners in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. Over one hundred people attended the 
launch, which was coordinated in collaboration with 
Network Education Watch Indonesia, officials from 
the education ministry, and RTEI partners from 10 
countries. RTEI is a global “report card” that aims to 
ensure that all people, no matter where they live, can 
enjoy their right to a quality education. To learn more, 
visit www.rtei.org.

WHAT ELSE HAS RESULTS BEEN UP TO?

•  As the new administration and Congress arrived in 
Washington earlier this year, we launched our very 
own First 100 Days Campaign. RESULTS advocates 
are working to meet with their members of Congress 
in every corner of the country to set the agenda for 
the years ahead. Follow their progress at www.results.
org/issues/first_100_days and join us in taking action.

•  In February, twelve RESULTS grassroots advocates 
and three staff traveled to Zambia to learn from 
CITAM PLUS, a RESULTS partner that focuses on TB 
and HIV/AIDS awareness and advocacy. Together, 
they strategized on how to strengthen grassroots 
advocacy efforts in both countries as we work toward 
our shared goals.

When members of Congress pick up their hometown newspapers across the country, they’ve been seeing 
the same message: Don’t pull the rug out from under low-income Americans. That’s because our U.S. 
Poverty Campaign volunteers have published a record number of media pieces this year so far—more 
than 140 since January! 
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WHY I GIVE
This series tells the stories of donors who are making a 
difference and what inspires them to support RESULTS.

Tom and Anne Singley, Houston, TX

We learned about RESULTS from a friend. She invited 
us to a dinner benefiting RESULTS, and there we 
learned all about the fabulous work that RESULTS 
does. We have been enthusiastic supporters ever 
since.

We are tax volunteers and we prepare tax returns for 
elderly and low income people. The vast majority of 
people coming to see us are claiming the EITC on their 
tax returns. They are working hard, making ends meet 
but just barely. Tom and I are honored to help people 
in this way. The fact that RESULTS is working to 
improve tax policy for low-income Americans really 
brings full circle two things we are involved in.

RESULTS is all about the power of people to effect 
change through changing policy for the better. It is 
so inspiring to be a part of something positive and 
effective, particularly in this political climate.

MAKE YOUR SUPPORT GO EVEN FURTHER! 

Tom and Anne Singley with their dog, Dorrie

Learn more about RESULTS’ work on the Earned 
Income Tax Credit at www.results.org/issues/economic_
opportunity_for_all

Become an Investor in Change by setting up automatic 
monthly donations! It is the easiest and most effec-
tive way to support RESULTS advocates, providing a 
reliable revenue stream that ensures they have the 
research, training, and support they need to build the 
political will to end poverty. Your monthly donation 
is easy to set up and you can change or cancel at any 
time. 

Visit our website or call to sign up today!

www.results.org

(202) 783-4800


