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The Honorable _________

U.S. Senate (or) House of Representatives

Washington DC 20510 (or) 20515

Attention: ______________, Scheduler

Attention: ______________, Legislative Assistant

Subject: Request for Meeting

Date: xxx

Dear Senator/Representative ______________:

Volunteer activists with RESULTS will be in Washington, DC, attending the 2009 RESULTS International Conference. We would like the opportunity to meet with you on June 23. As you may know, RESULTS is an international citizen's advocacy organization dedicated to ending hunger and poverty in the United States and around the world. We have a chapter here in ______________ with _____ members.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2007 the poverty rate of 12.5 percent was not statistically different from the previous couple of years. Some 37.3 million people were poor in 2007— up from about 36.5 million in 2006. The median household income scarcely budged from 2005 to 2007. Since then, the recession has increased poverty and dramatically raised unemployment.

Furthermore, USDA's annual "food security" report showed hunger actually increased. More than 36 million people lived in households struggling against hunger in 2007. That number included 23.8 million adults and 12.4 million children. 

The number of people without health insurance was over 46 million in 2007. Since then, millions have become unemployed, losing their employer-provided health insurance along with their jobs. 

As you know, health care reform is a major issue in Congress this year. We are committed to quality, affordable health care for all, and we would like to discuss how that can be achieved.   

Other topics we would like to discuss include early childhood development including Head Start and funding for child care; and economic security issues, including tax supports for low-income families such as the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and child tax credit.

Additionally, we would like to hear your views on the most effective ways to end hunger and poverty. While we are concerned about these issues, we do not wish merely to complain but to suggest some possible solutions. Our intention is to find common ground on which we can work together.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We will be in touch with your office regarding a meeting on June 23.

Sincerely,

______________, RESULTS Group Leader, Group Name

______________, RESULTS Group Member, Group Name
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