
Dear Colleague, 

The United States has a long and proud history of leadership in the fight to save children’s and 

women’s lives. American researchers pioneered solutions that have led to a remarkable decline 

in child mortality in recent decades; in fact, the total number of under-5 deaths worldwide has 

effectively been halved – from 15 million in the 1980s to 6.9 million a year. In addition, maternal 

mortality has declined by 30 percent in the last 20 years. Much of this success was accomplished 

thanks to prudent United States investment. 

We urge you to sign the below letter encouraging the Appropriations Committee to 

consider allocating sufficient resources for the Maternal and Children Health (MCH) 

account in the State and Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2014. The 

MCH account supports the delivery of life-saving services for newborns, children, and mothers 

throughout the developing world.  These low-cost, high-stakes interventions foster hope and 

opportunity for millions, from training community health-workers to treat simple but deadly 

illnesses such as pneumonia and diarrhea, to supporting the Global Alliance for Vaccinations 

Initiative (GAVI) and child nutrition programs. 

As some of the most cost-effective and results-driven programs, it is critical that the MCH 

account have the ability to directly impact some of the most vulnerable victims of poverty and 

instability.  In addition to the value of the lives saved, these programs serve America’s long-term 

economic interests and national security. In fact, the Director of U.S. Intelligence recently stated 

in the March 2013 Worldwide Threat Assessment that, “[h]istory is replete with examples of 

pathogens sweeping populations that lack immunity, causing political and economic upheaval, 

and influencing the outcomes of wars.” Investing in basic health and nutrition is one of the most 

cost effective ways to build stable governments, foster new trading partners, and improve 

national and international security. 

For information, or to sign onto the letter, please contact Colin Swanson (Reichert) at 5-7761 or 

Colin.Swanson@mail.house.gov, or Kelly Stone (McCollum) at 5-6631 or 

Kelly.Stone@mail.house.gov. 

Sincerely, 

  

DAVE REICHERT                                          BETTY McCOLLUM 

Member of Congress                                        Member of Congress 

  

AARON SCHOCK                                               LOIS CAPPS 

Member of Congress                                        Member of Congress 

mailto:Colin.Swanson@mail.house.gov
mailto:Kelly.Stone@mail.house.gov


  

 

Dear Chairman Rogers, Ranking Member Lowey, and Chairwoman Granger: 

 

 

Thank you for your ongoing efforts to balance limited resources in this difficult fiscal climate to 

support our nation’s highest priorities. As you begin to craft the State, Foreign Operations, and 

Related Programs Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2014, we encourage you to consider 

allocating sufficient funding for the Maternal and Children Health (MCH) and Nutrition 

accounts. 

 

U.S. leadership and funding to improve the survival and health of mothers and children has 

delivered unprecedented success worldwide, and effectively halved the number of under five 

child deaths in just thirty years, from 15 million in the 1980s to 6.9 million a year. Additionally, 

in the 19 countries where U.S. involvement has been the greatest, maternal mortality has 

declined by 30 percent in the last 20 years. 

 

While great strides have been made to increase maternal and child health, every day 

approximately 800 women will die from preventable causes related to pregnancy and childbirth, 

and almost 19,000 children under five-years-old will die of preventable and treatable diseases 

such as pneumonia and diarrhea, with malnutrition being the underlying cause in one-third of 

those child deaths. Moreover, when a mother dies, her children are less likely to go to school, get 

immunized against diseases, and have access to good nutrition. Children who lose their mothers 

are up to 10 times more likely to die in childhood than children with mothers. 

 

Our nation’s Maternal and Child Health and Nutrition programs allow for the delivery of low 

cost life-saving services for newborns, children, and mothers throughout the developing 

world.  These programs support critical initiatives that impact millions - from providing access to 

skilled birth attendants and emergency obstetric care to training frontline health-workers to treat 

and prevent deadly illnesses with vaccines, oral rehydration therapy and zinc to treat diarrhea or 

basic antibiotics to treat pneumonia.  

 

These accounts also support the Global Alliance for Vaccinations Initiative (GAVI) to provide 

new and underutilized vaccines to developing countries and nutrition specific programs that help 

to ensure better access to healthy, nutritious food, placing particular importance on improving 

nutrition for women and children in the 1,000 days between pregnancy and a child’s second 

birthday. These cost-effective programs can make a tremendous impact on children’s ability to 

learn, get a job, and provide for their families in the future.  

 

In addition to the value of lives saved, these programs serve America’s long-term economic 

interests and national security. In fact, the Director of U.S. Intelligence stated in the March 2013 

Worldwide Threat Assessment that, “[h]istory is replete with examples of pathogens sweeping 

populations that lack immunity, causing political and economic upheaval, and influencing the 

outcomes of wars.” Investing in basic health and nutrition is one of the most cost effective ways 



to empower those most susceptible to the influences of conflict and terrorism, build stable 

governments, foster new trading partners, and improve national and international security.  

 

In 2012, the U.S., alongside the governments of Ethiopia and India, co-hosted the Child Survival 

Call to Action and committed to end preventable child deaths by the year 2035. For the first 

time, there is consensus among scientists and global health experts that this is possible. But, 

achieving this bold goal requires support for these critical child survival and nutrition programs. 

 

Funding for maternal and child health is among the most cost-effective, life-saving investments 

the U.S. can make. We applaud the leadership you have demonstrated and urge you to continue 

strong support for the Maternal and Children Health and Nutrition budget lines within USAID’s 

Global Health Programs in your FY 2014 appropriations bill. It is important to make these 

investments while maintaining other critical humanitarian and development programs that 

support the well-being of women and children. 

 

Investing in maternal and child health and nutrition programs would help enable the United 

States to reach its goal of ending preventable child deaths and also protect mothers. We look 

forward to working with you to help the United States maintain its leadership in this global effort 

 

Sincerely, 

  

DAVE REICHERT                                          BETTY McCOLLUM 

Member of Congress                                        Member of Congress 

  

AARON SCHOCK                                           LOIS CAPPS 

Member of Congress                                        Member of Congress 

 


