
August 2013 RESULTS U.S. Poverty Conference Call 
Summary 

August Conference Call Slides: http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013-08_U_S_Poverty_Conf_Call_PPT.pdf  

Welcome and Agenda Review – RESULTS Executive Director Joanne Carter 

Welcome everyone to the RESULTS Domestic National Conference call for August 2013.  

It was great to see many of you in Washington DC just a few weeks ago for the RESULTS International 
Conference. For those of you who weren’t there, it was our biggest conference in our history with some 500 
people and many, many new folks which was particularly exciting. That included powerful allies from Witness 
to Hunger, Circles and the Food Research and Action Center, and a group of 70 amazing young leaders 18-28 
from across the country in our REAL Change scholars program. Many of these young activist leaders and 
many of the other new allies who attended the conference have expressed interest in joining existing 
RESULTS chapters or starting new ones—which is one of the most powerful outcomes of the conference—to 
build our strength and our reach and partnerships.  

And we had over 300 Hill meetings.  

Your meetings at the IC and before and your media have been a really critical piece of protecting SNAP so far.  

I think it was important and inspiring to see many partners who work on Global issues also advocating in 
support of SNAP during their Hill visits because of the immense importance of this issue and the need to bring 
all our capacity to bear to stop cuts to this crucial  anti-hunger, anti-poverty program.  

This month we have the opportunity to build on last month’s Hill visits. Members of Congress are home this 
month for the congressional August recess. This is the best time to meet face-to-face with your MoCs and 
make your voice heard about making the end of poverty a priority. Those FTF meetings as constituents are the 
single most powerful tool we have to impact MoCs.  

Budget decisions impacting SNAP, early childhood education and other key anti-poverty programs will likely be 
made in September so it’s absolutely critical we let members of Congress know what we want now.  

Last month, many of you submitted requests for face-to-face meeting with your Reps and senators during the 
recess. If you made those requests and don’t yet have a confirmed meeting—please follow-up. If you haven’t 
made a request—it’s not too late. They are out of DC until after labor Day. And if you can’t haven’t yet gotten a 
confirmed meeting—find out when they have town hall meetings and show up—it’s often a chance to meet 
them and make the request for a longer meeting and also to ask a question  

The call today is set up to prepare you for those meetings. Let me run through the agenda:  

 First we have a great guest speaker, Roberta Downing from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
to talk about the latest on SNAP and making the most of the August recess.  I had the privilege of 
working with Roberta when she worked for Senator Sherrod Brown and she is an incredibly committed, 
knowledgeable and savvy advocate and we’re lucky to have her as an ally and advisor in our work.  

 Then Jos Linn will review the August monthly action and lead our advocacy training 

 Ann Beltran will update us on our tax and early childhood campaigns 

 Myrdin Thompson will take shares from you about your experiences at the  recent RESULTS 
International Conference 

 Cindy Levin will give us a fundraising update and run the Roll Call 

 We’ll end the call with some Announcements 

Before I turn the call over, I want to let you know that WE ARE CHANGING THE DATE OF THE SEPTEMBER 
CONFERENCE CALL TO SEPT 7TH –A WEEK EARLIER THAN USUAL—BECAUSE THE SECOND 
SATURDAY THE 14TH IS THE JEWISH HOLIDAY OF YOM KIPPUR. SO MARK THAT ON YOUR 
CALENDARS! 

http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013-08_U_S_Poverty_Conf_Call_PPT.pdf


 

Also I want to say a huge thanks to Katja Klein, Errolyn Grey and Ann Beltran who have played such a key 
leadership role in our domestic work this summer, particularly with Meredith Dodson on maternity leave. And a 
huge thanks also to Jos Linn who has managed all of this in Meredith’s absence in a very challenging political 
time and with our biggest conference ever. 

Guest Speaker: Roberta Downing of the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

Facilitator: Jos Linn, Acting Director of U.S. Poverty Campaigns 

Roberta Downing joined the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) as a Senior Legislative Associate 
in October, 2009 to work on domestic policy issues including health care, food assistance, income 
maintenance (TANF), climate change, and related issues. Before joining the Center, she handled health care, 
social security, and older Americans policy for Senator Sherrod Brown of Ohio. Prior to working for Senator 
Brown, she was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health as part of the 
W. K. Kellogg Community Health Scholars Program. Downing has also served as a Congressional Fellow in 
the health policy office of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. Downing 
completed her Ph.D. in social psychology at the University of California, Santa Cruz. 

Opening questions:  

1. Our volunteers have been following the SNAP issue very closely this year and we know there have 
been some new developments in the last week or so, can you give us the latest on what’s happening 
with SNAP in Congress? 

 House Farm Bill with 20 billion in cuts and many bad amendments failed (20 billion from Heat and 
Eat Program and the Cat. El--2 million people off SNAP) 

 House came back with an Ag only bill which passed on a party line vote 

 Now they are planning to release a new bill with $40 billion in cuts  

o Includes all cuts from the $20 billion original House Farm Bill 

o Southerland amendment – work requirement.  People must work 20 hour a week or be in 
job training 20 hours to be eligible once children turn 1 

o Drug test all SNAP recipients 

o Ex-felons (violent crimes) kicked off SNAP for life 

o Also, new provision would eliminate a state’s option to waive 3-month limit on SNAP 
benefits for able-bodied persons with no children. States can waive limitation during times of 
high unemployment but House proposal would take that authority away.   This would 
automatically kick 4 million off SNAP – most of these are single men who make 22% of the 
federal poverty line ($2,500 per year).  Also, many are homeless or are near homeless. 
 SNAP is one of the only programs that they have access to and kicked them off is very 
extreme.   

 November Cuts 

o Under 2009 stimulus bill (ARRA), SNAP benefits increased 

o Increase disappears on November 1 – a family of four will see a decrease of about $36 a 
month 

 New era of deficit reduction 

o In the past we have always dealt with deficit reduction by not hurting the poor 

o Now that is changed and we are cutting anti-poverty programs 

o People in poverty didn't create the deficit so they shouldn't pay for it 

http://www.cbpp.org/


2. This month our volunteers are meeting with members of Congress at home and attending town hall 
meetings. As a DC insider who interacts with these offices on a regular basis, can you tell us the impact 
these face-to-face encounters can have on the debate in Washington? 

 SO important to hear from constituents (from her experience in Senate) 

 If all Dems oppose the new House SNAP bill like they opposed the split Farm Bill, we only need to 
sway about 15 Republicans to oppose the bill to defeat it; talk to Rs and Ds about the impact of 
these cuts and urge them to oppose the bill 

 Need more people talking about SNAP at town halls 

 Go to town halls and set up meetings to talk to them about protecting SNAP 

 Use the media by getting op-eds published to get lawmakers’ attention 

 Get religious organizations involved (go to meetings with you) to help make the moral case 

 Lawmakers are attending state fairs this month and this is another opportunity to interact with them 

3. How do we show lawmakers how hunger is affecting their districts? 

 Food pantries are getting hit hard – could bring senator or rep there to show them the poverty there 
and that these organizations cannot do it all 

 Feeding America a good resource on food banks/pantries 

 Invite lawmakers to visit summer feeding programs (many across country help children/adults with 
food during summer) 

August Action and Town Hall Training – Jos Linn 

This is important month for us. After the success of the RESULTS International Conference, we want to keep 
that success going by meeting face-to-face with our members of Congress while they’re home on recess. As 
Roberta pointed out, Congress is making big decisions about SNAP and the budget in September and this is 
our last chance to talk to them before they do. Fortunately, we’re ready. Last month we focused on scheduling 
meetings for the International Conference and the August recess. Now let’s make the most of them. 

If you put in your requests for a face-to-face meeting for August but haven’t heard back, contact your House 
and Senate schedulers this week to confirm a meeting. As you know, you can’t rely on them calling you back. 
You have to do the follow-up. When doing so, be polite but persistent. Members have a lot of demands on their 
time and sometimes you have to push a little to get those meetings. You can find scheduler names and contact 
information on our Elected Officials page on the RESULTS website. 

If you haven’t put your request in yet, it’s not too late. They’ll be home until after Labor Day. We have an 
updated Lobby Meeting Request letter you can use to e-mail or fax. 

Also, remember that many members of Congress hold town hall meetings during the August recess. Be sure to 
ask schedulers about these as well, and regularly check your congressional websites to see if there are any 
events listed there. Asking questions are great way to get members of Congress to take a position on our 
issues publicly. You can see on slide 7 of the PowerPoint some tips for town halls. 

I know we beat the drum about face-to-faces a lot in RESULTS but that’s because they work. Those person-to-
person encounters do make a difference. If the House brings this new SNAP bill to the floor in September, it’s 
going to be close. Getting 10 or 15 House members to think twice about supporting the bill could prompt 
leadership to drop it. That’s the power you have – so let’s use it. 

The August Action has information to help you get ready for these meetings. It provides you tips on making the 
most of town hall meetings, links to resources for requesting meetings, and even has sample questions on all 
three of our 2013 campaigns.  

Now, for our advocacy training this month, we going to start preparing for these meetings. You’re going to start 
drafting a question about SNAP for House members you can use in your meetings and town halls. And we 
want to help you. If you look on slide 8, you’ll see some talking points about SNAP. As we go through this 
exercise, look them over and use them if you find them useful. If something Roberta talked about earlier was 

http://www.results.org/take_action/july_2013_u.s._poverty_action/
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compelling to you, use that. If you’re more of a storyteller, use that story or personal experience paint a picture 
about the importance of SNAP.  

You can also use the EPIC Laser Talk format. E for Engaging the listener with a powerful fact or anecdote; P 
for stating the Problem; I for Informing about the solution to that problem, and C for stating a clear and 
specific Call to Action. On slide 9, you can see a sample laser talk about SNAP. But the key is to make it your 
question. Why do you care about ending poverty? Why do you want to protect SNAP? Tap into those feelings 
as you outline your question.  

OK, so I want you to take a few minutes and start drafting a question either on your own or with your group and 
then we’ll ask for a few of you to share what you came up with. Remember, you don’t have to be perfect – this 
exercise is just to get the juices flowing. 

Take 3-5 minutes of silent work time 

Take 1-3 examples of questions 

Thank you for going through that exercise. I hope you found it helpful. As always, we are here to help. If you 
have questions or want help preparing for a meeting or town hall, please contact me at jlinn@results.org or 
Ann Beltran at abeltran@results.org. Our job is to make sure you have everything you need to succeed. 

Additional Resources: 

 2013 U.S. Poverty Campaigns Summary: http://www.results.org/issues/us_current_campaigns/ 

 2013 Lobby Meeting Request Sheets 
o SNAP: http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013_results_nutrition_request_sheet.doc 
o EITC/CTC/Assets: 

http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013_results_tax_credits_and_savings_request_sheet.doc 
o Early Childhood: 

http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013_results_early_childhood_request_sheet.doc  

Update on Tax and Early Childhood Campaigns – Ann Beltran, RESULTS U.S. 
Poverty Campaigns Consultant 

This is Ann Beltran of the U.S. Poverty staff and I want to give you a brief update on some of our other 
legislative priorities. As you recall, last month we talked about the importance of helping low-income Americans 
build savings and assets. We heard about the Financial Security Credit, which would allow low-income 
taxpayers to deposit all or part of their tax refunds in a savings account right on their tax return and the 
government would match their deposit. Many of you talked about the Financial Security Credit with your 
members of Congress at the RESULTS International Conference. We have some good news – we now have a 
bill that could make the FSC a reality. Last week, Rep. Jose Serrano of New York introduced H.R. 2917, the 
Financial Security Credit Act of 2013. The bill already has already has 22 co-sponsors and we want to get 

more. So as you meet with representatives this month, urge them to co-sponsor the bill to build support for this 
innovative idea. You can also use our online e-mail alert to push for the FSC as well, which can be found on 
our U.S. Poverty Actions & News page.  

Note: the FSC is a little different from the Saver’s Bonus introduced a few years ago (the match is lower and 
there’s a grace period to get the match); we’ll have more details about these differences in next week’s update.  

On early childhood, in July the Senate Appropriations Committee approved a major new investment in early 
learning with significant funding increases for Head Start, Early Head Start, and Child Care. Unfortunately, we 
don’t expect the same from the House; in fact, they’re looking at cuts. This means we're in for another nasty 
budget fight over FY 2014 budget in September, and a government shutdown is not out of the question. As you 
meet with representatives and senators this month, remind them of the importance of early learning to 
America’s children and urge them to support the funding levels in the Senate bill – a $1.6 billion increase for 
Head Start and Early Head Start, a $176 million increase for the Child Care Development Block Grant, and 
$750 million to expand preschool in the states. You can also send an e-mail to Congress about support these 
investments in early learning using our online alert, also found on our website. 

If you have questions about these issues, please don’t hesitate to contact me or Jos. Now let me turn it over to 
Myrdin Thompson for our Shares section. 

https://www.results.org/skills_center/empower_yourself_activist_milestone_2/
mailto:jlinn@results.org
mailto:abeltran@results.org
http://www.results.org/issues/us_current_campaigns/
http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013_results_nutrition_request_sheet.doc
http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013_results_tax_credits_and_savings_request_sheet.doc
http://www.results.org/uploads/files/2013_results_early_childhood_request_sheet.doc
http://www.results.org/issues/the_savers_bonus/
http://capwiz.com/results/issues/bills/?bill=62796256
http://capwiz.com/results/issues/bills/?bill=62796256&cs_party=all&cs_status=C&cs_state=ALL
http://capwiz.com/results/issues/alert/?alertid=62759846&MC_plugin=2201
http://www.results.org/issues/head_start/
http://www.results.org/issues/early_head_start/
http://www.results.org/issues/child_care/
http://capwiz.com/results/issues/alert/?alertid=7419046&MC_plugin=2201


Open Shares about International Conference – Myrdin Thompson, RESULTS U.S. 
Poverty Organizer 

Hi everyone, this is Myrdin Thompson, one of the U.S. Poverty organizers here at RESULTS. I am happy to 
facilitate our shares section this month. As you know, we recently completed our biggest RESULTS 
International Conference ever. We had 500 people from around the world join us in DC, all committed to 
creating a world free of poverty. Many people said it was our best conference ever and we’d like to hear what 
you think. So this month’s shares, we want to hear from you about your conference experience. Go ahead and 
press *1 to get into the queue so we can hear your story. And just so we can keep things focused and get to as 
many shares as we can, I’d like you to do this – imagine you’re talking to a friend you want to persuade to 
come to the 2014 RESULTS conference. In one minute, what one thing would you share about your 
conference experience this year to convince them to come? 

 Ginnie Vogts, Columbus, OH: It was great to see people who were actually experiencing poverty. It 
inspired me to start going to a soup kitchen as a result, befriending people in poverty and encouraging 
them to write letters; now I’m going to do that every week and send in letters each week of the recess 

 Paul Hoffinger, Minneapolis, MN: great to meet with younger people, get a strong voice in new 
congressional districts 

 Kitty Sherlock, Santa Fe, NM: Great to have the CIRCLES people there. New dynamic to the 
conference and now they are working on creating a new RESULTS group in Albuquerque 

Overall it sounds like this conference was both fun and it inspired us to TAKE ACTION! 

Fundraising Update and Roll Call – Cindy Changyit Levin, RESULTS Grassroots 
Development Associate 

• Everyday Hero Dash: Raised $1500, 66 participants, 35 in DC. 

• Celebrate with RESULTS: Use new celebration envelopes or online tool. See example at: 
http://tinyurl.com/myrdin44  

• Set fundraiser dates! Great time for house party or backyard BBQ. Lots of time to plan larger events 
for late fall/winter. Events help with fundraising AND expansion goals! 

Now let’s do this month’s Roll Call. Here are the questions we want you to answer this month: 

1. How many people are in the room?  

2. How many requests for face-to-face meetings or town hall appearances you’re your group try to 
schedule during the August recess?  

In a minute, the operator will begin calling your groups by city. When your city is called, simply answer the 
question like this “Our numbers are 6 and 18.” Remember, the operator will unmute your phone when your city 
is called, so you don’t need to do anything to your phone. Again, the questions are: 

1. How many people are in the room?  

2. How many requests for face-to-face meetings or town hall appearances you’re your group try to 
schedule during the August recess?  

65 people on the call committing to doing 53 face-to-face meetings or town halls 
this month 

Announcements – Jos Linn 

Now let me close out with some final announcements: 

 We are still working to grow RESULTS 

o RESULTS Outreach meeting in Burlington, VT, August 17. Contact Jenny Martin at 
jmartin@results.org for details. 

http://tinyurl.com/myrdin44
mailto:jmartin@results.org


o RESULTS Outreach Meeting in Kansas City, MO, September 18. Contact Jos Linn at 
jlinn@results.org for details. 

o RESULTS Outreach Meeting in Albuquerque, NM, September 18. Contact Myrdin Thompson at 
mthompson@results.org for details. 

If you know people interested in RESULTS in these or other places, please contact us! 

 Please complete our online Lobby Meeting Report Form for meetings you did at the International 

Conference and during the August recess (including town halls if you get to ask a question). This is 
important for follow-up and providing you support: www.tinyurl.com/2013lobbyreportform. 

 RESULTS Introductory Call: Wednesday, August 14, 9:00 pm ET. Register for this or another Intro 

Call at www.tinyurl.com/RESULTSMeetandGreet/. 

 RESULTS U.S. Poverty Free Agents Call: Tuesday, August 20, 9:00 pm ET. (218) 486-1611, 

passcode RESULTS (7378587, plus #). 

 We are pleased to announce that there is a position available starting in November of 2013 for a 
RESULTS/RESULTS Educational Fund (REF) Grassroots Board Member. Grassroots Board 
Members serve for a term of three years, and represent the volunteer body on the Board of Directors 
and on the Executive Committee of the Board of RESULTS and REF. This is an important position and 
we are seeking nominations of RESULTS activists who would be strong candidates for this role. 
Nominations will be due by September 24th. You can e-mail your nomination to jmclaughlin@results.org 

or fax to (202) 466-1397.  An email will go out to the RESULTS listserv Monday from our Board Chair, 
Scott Leckman with the full details. 

 You can find a full-list of upcoming events, along with call-in numbers on the RESULTS Events 
Calendar.  

 The next RESULTS U.S. Poverty National Conference Call is Saturday, September 7 at 12:30 pm ET. 
NOTE THE RESCHEDULED DATE!  

Finally, I want to personally thank our temporary staff members for all their wonderful work this summer. Katja 
Kleine, Ann Beltran, and Errolyn Gray were a tremendous help this year, providing us critical support in our 
day-to-day activities and helping prepare for and successfully execute the International Conference. We quite 
literally could not have done it without them. Errolyn left for Mississippi last week and is currently looking for a 
job, having just graduated from college. Ann will be with us a few more weeks and will also remain as a 
volunteer lobbyist for RESULTS after that. And this is Katja’s last day; she will be returning for her senior year 
at Washington & Lee University in a few weeks. Thank you Errolyn, Ann, and Katja for your time and 
commitment this summer. We wish you all the best in your next adventure and looking forward to hopefully 
working with you again in the future. Operator, will you please open up all the lines so we can all wish them a 
very hearty thank you! 
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