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Fall Update from the Executive Director 
 

“I hate that poverty exists, but I love that I'm able to fight it” #RESULTSconf  

– RESULTS International Conference tweet from Bree Mahoney 

 

The annual RESULTS International Conference in June was an inspiring time of 
networking, training, movement building, and advocacy. Over 400 RESULTS grassroots 
advocates and partners converged on DC. We were fortunate to be joined by an 
amazing group of speakers, including author and broadcaster Tavis Smiley, World Bank 
President Dr. Jim Yong Kim, former Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Children’s 
Defense Fund founder and RESULTS board member Marian Wright Edelman, actor and 
advocate Sean Astin, and USAID Administrator Dr. Raj Shah. I was particularly excited 
to see so many new people, especially the 100 young leaders in the RESULTS REAL 
Change emerging leaders program, who are now active in their communities across the 
US. Our grassroots advocates spent a full day on Capitol Hill where they had nearly 400 
meetings to engage and inspire Congress to take action on our core issues. We didn’t 
want to leave anyone out, so our volunteers who could not travel to DC watched a live-
stream and took action at home. 

Our collective presence on the Capitol Hill every summer truly matters, but not only 
because of the huge impact we have on policy priorities and legislation. I think one of 
the most important aspects to attending the conference is the sense of empowerment it 
gives each of us, and how we are reminded that we are all capable of creating 
extraordinary change. During our July national conference call, Runora Jeffrey, a social 
work major from Louisville and first-time attendee, shared the impact being on Capitol 
Hill: “I felt so empowered. It felt so good to only be 22 and actually have my voice 
heard.” You could hear her energy through the phone.Our collective action is crucial to 
counter the attacks on our most important domestic anti-poverty programs and make 
poverty issues real to policymakers. Economic insecurity is a reality for far too many 



	  

	  

low-income families in America. Fortunately, there are programs that work. The Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC) provide vital financial 
resources to families with children; in 2012 alone, they lifted nearly 10 million people out 
of poverty. But important improvements to the EITC and CTC are set to expire in 2017, 
which would force children and families into deeper financial distress. In addition, 
modest expansions of the EITC can provide desperately needed help to low-income 
workers without children. . Our volunteers are speaking at town hall meetings, with their 
members of Congress, and spreading the world through newspapers that action is 
needed to prevent damage to these vital anti-poverty programs. We are also focusing 
on building support for innovative asset building strategies for low-income families in the 
Financial Security Credit legislation. RESULTS volunteers are uniquely placed and 
so important to this debate: These are complex issues and there are few grassroots 
organizations that can offer the kind of knowledge that our volunteers bring.  

This summer also marked the start of a major push on accelerating progress to achieve 
the goal of ending preventable child deaths around the world. A particular focus of our 
global advocacy from now through January 2015 will be to increase access to life-
saving vaccinations for children in the poorest countries and communities through the 
support of Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance. In January 2015, Gavi will host a replenishment 
conference to ask donor countries, the private sector, and foundations to invest in 
helping countries to immunize over 300 million children between 2016 and 2020, which 
will save over 5 million children’s lives. Congressional leadership on Gavi this year 
will be critical to build political will and momentum for Gavi’s bold goal. We have 
supported the introduction of strongly bipartisan resolutions in the House and Senate 
focusing on vaccines and Gavi, and we are currently gathering cosponsors to 
demonstrate congressional endorsement of Gavi.  

We are seeing exciting progress in our expansion of RESULTS into new communities 
and new countries so that we can accomplish even more and empower new advocates. 
This year we have started 10 new RESULTS groups in the US, and just this 
September we have RESULTS group-start events in more than 15 communities 
across the US. Internationally, we continue to support the expansion of powerful 
RESULTS grassroots-style advocacy in Kenya and Zambia and RESULTS South 
Korea, with plans for further expansion in Africa and Asia. The more people we can 
engage in the US and across the world in this movement to end poverty, the stronger 
our collective momentum will be toward creating a more equitable nation and world. 

  



	  

	  

Thank you so much for being part of these victories — we wouldn’t be able to do it 
without you. I truly look forward to updating you soon on all the accomplishments your 
support has made possible. 

 

In partnership, 

 

 

Joanne Carter  

Executive Director  

RESULTS/RESULTS Educational Fund 

 

PS: If you’d like to make a gift to RESULTS or join our monthly giving program, please visit 
http://www.results.org/support_results/. Please also contact our development manager, Jen 
(Maurer) Paprotna, anytime at jpaprotna@results.org or (571) 234-2030 — she’d love to hear 
from you!    

	  


