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Welcome from RESULTS Executive Director 
Joanne Carter 
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Guest Speaker 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-CA-13) 

 First elected to Congress in 1998 

 Chair of the Out of Poverty Caucus and the 
Whip’s Task Force on Poverty and 
Opportunity  

 Former Chair of Congressional Black Caucus 
and former Co-Chair of the Progressive 
Caucus 

 Vigorous advocate for issues impacting low-
income Americans including affordable 
housing, the homeless, low income energy 
assistance, job training, making health care 
affordable and universal, just immigration 
policies, the establishment of a living wage 

 Before Congress, served in California State 
Assembly and State Senate 

http://outofpovertycaucus-lee.house.gov/
http://www.democraticwhip.gov/content/hoyer-announces-new-task-force-poverty-and-opportunity
http://www.democraticwhip.gov/content/hoyer-announces-new-task-force-poverty-and-opportunity
http://cbc.fudge.house.gov/
http://cpc.grijalva.house.gov/
http://cpc.grijalva.house.gov/


 
 

 

Why We Need a Movement to End Poverty 
Meredith Dodson 

RESULTS Director of U.S. Poverty Campaigns 
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Photo of 
Meredith and 
her daughter Iris 
with Senators 
Reid (D-NV) and 
Stabenow (D-MI) 



Building a Movement to End Poverty 
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“You start with a moment, you build momentum, and 
create a movement.” 

– Tavis Smiley on the April 29 RESULTS National Town 
Hall 

• Follow up with people you invited to attend your 
event and invite them to learn more 

– Send them the recording of the call at: 
http://www.results.org/skills_center/results_national_
conference_calls/  

– Invite them to your next local meeting or RESULTS 
Intro Call: www.tinyurl.com/RESULTSMeetandGreet/ 

• Hear what Tavis said about the call at his radio show 
website 

 

http://www.results.org/skills_center/results_national_conference_calls/
http://www.results.org/skills_center/results_national_conference_calls/
http://www.results.org/skills_center/results_national_conference_calls/
http://www.results.org/skills_center/results_national_conference_calls/
http://www.tinyurl.com/RESULTSMeetandGreet/
http://www.tavissmileyradio.com/virtual-town-hall-ending-poverty-americas-silent-spaces/
http://www.tavissmileyradio.com/virtual-town-hall-ending-poverty-americas-silent-spaces/
http://www.tavissmileyradio.com/virtual-town-hall-ending-poverty-americas-silent-spaces/


Tax Reform: Opportunity to Expand EITC 
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President Obama’s Budget. In March, President Obama released his FY 2015 Budget 
proposal. The President calls for new investments in working families. 

• Earned Income Tax Credit 

– Double the EITC for workers without children  
(currently less than $500) and allow them to  
earn more money before losing the credit  

– Allow people from 21 years old up to 67 
years old to claim the EITC 

– Estimates are that 13.5 million people will  
Benefit from this expansion and it will  
lift 500,000 people out of poverty 

 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=4100
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=4100
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=4100


Tax Reform: Saving for the Future 
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Facts about Wealth Inequality 

1. CFED reports that 44 percent of American 
households are liquid asset poor (if lost income, do 
not have enough cash assets (or assets that could be 
sold quickly) to live above the poverty line for more 
than 3 months). 

2. Racial wealth gap has grown must worse. Over the 
past 25 years, the wealth gap between white and 
black households has nearly tripled to $236,500. 

3. We spend hundreds of billions of dollars each year in 
tax breaks to encourage asset development (e.g. 
mortgage interest/property tax deductions, lower tax 
rate on investment income) but the bottom 60 
percent of households only receive four percent of 
the benefits. 

 

http://scorecard.assetsandopportunity.org/2014/measure/liquid-asset-poverty-rate
http://assets.newamerica.net/blogposts/2013/from_bad_to_worse_america_s_racial_wealth_gap-80038
http://assets.newamerica.net/blogposts/2013/from_bad_to_worse_america_s_racial_wealth_gap-80038
http://cfed.org/assets/pdfs/UpsideDown_final.pdf
http://cfed.org/assets/pdfs/UpsideDown_final.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/making-sense/a-broader-view-of-americas-wea/


May Action 
Write Letters to Editor about Protecting the Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC) 
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1. Respond to a piece in your local newspaper about tax policies or other budget 
negotiations in Washington.  

2. Inform readers that the House of Representatives is considering giving $300 
billion in tax breaks to corporations. This “tax extenders” legislation would several 
expensive tax breaks permanent and add to the federal budget deficit.  

3. Express outrage that Congress is ignoring the needs of millions working 
Americans living in poverty by focusing on corporate tax breaks while allowing 
critical EITC and CTC improvements to expire in 2017.  

4. Point out what's at stake: if these improvements expire 12 million Americans, 
including 7 million children, will fall into poverty or deeper into poverty [state 
numbers: http://www.results.org/take_action/may_2014_u.s._poverty_action/]. 
In particular, many low-income working families making less than $13,000 annually 
will lose all or part of their CTC, EITC “marriage penalties” will go up for working 
married couples, and larger families working to raise more than two children will 
see their EITC fall. 

http://www.results.org/take_action/may_2014_u.s._poverty_action/


May Action 
Write Letters to Editor about Protecting the EITC and Child Tax Credit 
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5. Illustrate what this could mean for you or someone else in your community. A 
single parent with two children working full-time in at the minimum wage (about 
$15,000 per year) will see his Child Tax Credit drop by $1,500 after 2017 (from 
about $1,750 to only $250). [Note: if you can share how this could have on your 
and your family, or someone else in your community, it will make your letter more 
powerful].   
– See a state breakdown at: http://www.results.org/take_action/may_2014_u.s._poverty_action/.  

6. Tell Congress to get its priorities straight. Put working families first, not wealthy 
corporations.  

7. Urge your senators and representative by name to oppose efforts to make 
corporate tax breaks permanent while ignoring expiring EITC and CTC 
improvements impacting 12 million Americans. We must make ending poverty by 
2030 a priority. 

Note: To find contact information for media outlets in your area, including telephone numbers 
and addresses, visit our Media Guide at http://capwiz.com/results/dbq/media/.  

http://www.results.org/take_action/may_2014_u.s._poverty_action/
http://capwiz.com/results/dbq/media/


Come to the RESULTS International 
Conference! 

 

 

 

 

 

10 May 2014 RESULTS National Conference Call 

June 21-24 in Washington, DC 

World-renowned speakers 

Top-notch advocacy training and 
policy briefings 

Hundreds of face-to-face meetings 
with members of Congress and their 
staff 

Registration is only $199 through 
May 17! 

Register at: 
http://registration.results.org/  

Tavis Smiley, NPR and 
PBS talk show host 

Dr. Jim Kim, President of 
the World Bank 

Marian Wright Edelman, 
Founder of the Children’s 

Defense Fund 

Sean Astin, actor (Rudy, 
Lord of the Rings) and 
activist 

http://registration.results.org/


RESULTS International 
Conference Shares 

Kem Spaulding 
Charlottesville, VA 

Vanessa Garcia 
Orange County, CA 
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Tom Carson 
Cincinnati, OH 
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For one week only! 

Register for the RESULTS International Conference  
for only $199! 

Register at: http://registration.results.org/  

http://registration.results.org/


Invite a friend to the RESULTS International Conference! 
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Contact someone you know this week and ask them to join you at the 
conference or, if you can’t go, ask them to represent you there! 

"My involvement with RESULTS has been a total gift to me—I’ve 
tapped into power I never knew I had. Instead of complaining about 
problems I’m actually doing something about them. I know that what 
I’m doing is saving and improving lives and it feels really good. It’s truly 
a gift and I want to offer you that same gift. One of the best ways to 
fully experience what RESULTS has to offer is to come to the 
International Conference in Washington this summer—it is a crash 
course on issues, advocacy, and personal power. They’re even 
discounting the registration fee if you sign up before May 17. Can I give 
you some more details? ” 

 



Building a Movement Takes YOU! 
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We hope you will join us in DC this summer. The conference is a 
big step forward in creating that movement Tavis Smiley talked 
about. 

But it won’t be the only step. We will have more to do after the 
conference and we can do it.  

And if you cannot come to the conference, we will have ways you 
can still participate in the experience. The conference is for 
everyone, whether you’re there or not. Stay tuned! 



Thank you to Fundraising Event Groups! 
Anchorage, Missoula, Denver,  
Salt Lake City, PG County, Tacoma,  
Kitsap, Columbus, Houston 
… and more are in the works! 
 
“Everyday Hero Dash” Virtual Race 
• Register for $25 virtual race at 

www.tinyurl.com/2014EHD 
• Create your own fundraising website at 

www.tinyurl.com/RESULTSrace if you’d 
like to inspire friends to donate in your 
honor 

• Coming to the International Conference? 
Run or walk with us! (costumes 
encouraged) 

Fundraising Update 
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This awesome medal can be yours for $25! 

http://www.tinyurl.com/2014EHD
http://www.tinyurl.com/RESULTSrace


May Roll Call 

1. How many people are in the room?  

2. How many letters to the editor will your group 
submit about protecting tax credits for working 
families? 

3. How many people will your group invite to attend 
this year’s RESULTS International Conference? 
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Myrdin Thompson 
RESULTS U.S. Poverty Organizer 



Announcements  
Nominate someone as a Grassroots Member of the RESULTS 
Board. Nominations are due by June 15. Please e-mail  
your nomination to jmclaughlin@results.org or  
call 202-783-4800 x152.  

Don’t forget to register for the 2014 RESULTS International  
Conference! The Spring into Action registration discount of  
$199 is good for one week – it will expire on May 17. 
Also, please reserve your room at the DoubleTree Crystal City  
before May 17. After that, you may not get a room or the  
discounted rate.  

Contact Meredith Dodson this week to set up your lobby prep  
call for the conference. She’ll give you specific coaching for your  
individual members of Congress. Please have everyone in your  
group attending the conference on the prep call. Please contact her at 
dodson@results.org to set up a meeting as soon as possible. 
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Ginnie Vogts 
RESULTS Columbus, 

Regional Coordinator, 
Grassroots Board 

Member  

mailto:jmclaughlin@results.org
http://registration.results.org/
http://registration.results.org/
http://registration.results.org/
mailto:dodson@results.org


Announcements  
Advocacy Training: Monday, May 12 at 8:00 pm ET. "Winning 'Em Over: Gaining Buy-in 
From Your Member of Congress and Staff." Learn how to have more effective meetings 
with members of Congress. Go to http://InstantTeleseminar.com/?eventID=54266718. 
For audio only participants, dial (425) 440-5100, pin code 539904#. 

RESULTS Introductory Call: Wednesday, May 14 at 9:00 pm ET and Friday, February 28 at 
1:00 pm ET. Register at www.tinyurl.com/RESULTSMeetandGreet/. 

RESULTS Media Support Call: Tuesday, May 20 at 8:00 pm ET. To join, dial (712) 775-
7300, passcode 954747#. 

RESULTS U.S. Poverty Free Agents Calls: Tuesday, May 20 at 1:00 pm and 9:00 pm ET. 
(443) 453-0034, passcode 703096. 

Find a full list of upcoming events on the RESULTS Events Calendar.  
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Thank you for being on today’s call! 

Next RESULTS National Conference Call 
Saturday, June 14 at 12:30 pm ET 

http://instantteleseminar.com/?eventID=54266718
http://www.tinyurl.com/RESULTSMeetandGreet/
http://www.results.org/events/events_calendar/
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Today is Meredith 
Dodson’s 40th birthday – 

Let’s all sing Happy 
Birthday to her! 


