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Media Action: Tell World Bank to Keep Its Promise to Children 
 

“[T]oday I am proud to announce that the Bank’s International Development Association (IDA), our Fund for the Poorest, 
will increase grants and zero interest loans for basic education by an additional $750 million over the next five years to 
2015. This represents about a 40% increase in our basic education lending over the past five years for the poorest 
countries. These additional resources will be targeted towards countries that are off-track to reach the education MDGs by 
2015, especially in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.” 

Ngozi Okonjo Iweala, World Bank Managing Director, New York, September 20, 2010 
 

Financing basic education around the world is challenging because it has not been a priority within development.  In fact, 
funding for education has been decreasing around the world despite the impact that education has on the rest of 
development.  Without an education people have fewer opportunities, which keeps them in the cycle of poverty.  In 2010 
the World Bank took steps to address this issue by pledging to increase education funding by $750 million over five years.  
However, the World Bank has used fuzzy math to avoid keeping their promise to increase funding for basic education.   
 
Raise your voice about the importance of keeping promises by writing a Letter to the Editor 
 
Sample Letter to the Editor 
Instructions: Follow the guidelines for letters provided by your local papers. Include your address and phone number when 
you submit. Make your letter short (150–250 words) and to-the-point using the EPIC format (see sample below). To write 
a letter through the RESULTS website, go to http://tinyurl.com/EFAletter. If your letter gets published, amplify its impact by 
sending a copy to your members of Congress and send it to Blair Hinderliter, bhinderliter@results.org.  
 
Engage If politicians promised to improve education and make it more accessible for our children, but 

reneged on that pledge, we’d hold them accountable.  The people who run the World Bank made 
this promise in 2010 and it’s time to hold them accountable, just like the politicians.     

Problem There are 61 million children around the world who do not have access to a quality education.  In 
2010 the World Bank made a promise to increase funding for basic education by $750 million over 
the next five years.  However, they are using fuzzy math to decrease the amount of funding they 
claim to have pledged. 

Inform about 
the solution 

The World Bank must increase funding for basic education by $750 million as promised or they will 
leave millions children out of school in 2015.   

Call to action! As global citizens we must hold the World Bank as accountable as our politicians.  Promises must 
be kept, especially when it affects the future of millions of children around the world.   

 
The Power of Education 
Access to quality education has been shown to increase child and maternal health, agricultural production and decrease 
internal country conflict.  Full access to quality education would remove many of the development barriers that hinder our 
world’s growth. 
 
• There are 61 million children around the world without access to quality basic education.1 
• 171 million people could be lifted out of poverty if all students in low-income countries left school with basic reading 

skills.  This is equivalent to a 12% decrease in the number of people living on less than $1.25 per day.  That is the 
combined population of Australia, Cambodia, Canada, Columbia, Netherlands, Tunisia and Uganda.2  

• Education is a prerequisite for short and long-term economic growth: no country has achieved continuous and rapid 
economic growth without at least 40 percent of adults being able to read and write.3   

• Education is key to protecting the health of women and girls.  For example, 700,000 HIV cases worldwide could be 
prevented each year if all children received a primary education.4 

• One extra year of education increases a person’s wages approximately 10%.5  

                                                        
1 UNESCO Fact Sheet http://www.uis.unesco.org/FactSheets/Documents/fs-18-OOSC-2.pdf 
2 UNESCO Infographic http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ED/pdf/gmr-ec-1-books.pdf 
3	  “Millions	  Miss	  Out.”	  Global	  Campaign	  for	  Education.	  http://www.campaignforeducation.org/en/why-‐education-‐for-‐all/millionsmissout	  
4	  McAlister,	  Chryssa,	  Thomas	  F.	  Baskett.	  “Female	  Education	  and	  Maternal	  Mortality:	  A	  Worldwide	  Survey,”	  Journal	  of	  obstetrics	  and	  Gynaecology	  Canada,	  November	  
2006,	  Vol.	  28,	  983.	  



The World Bank’s Broken Promise on Education	  

The World Bank is one of the most important sources of education funding for poor countries. However, the World Bank 
lending for education to the poorest countries in Sub-Saharan Africa6 has dropped by 57% over the last 10 years. 
Moreover, the World Bank has backed away from financing education in countries that participate in the Global 
Partnership for Education (GPE). This is a huge concern because GPE funding is meant to complement, not replace 
World Bank funding.  

Under pressure to reverse this trend, in 2010 the World Bank pledged to increase its funding for basic education by $750 
million by 2015. This represents a 40 percent increase in funding for education over the previous five years and would 
have brought the total amount of World Bank funding for education to $6.8 billion for 2011 to 2015.   

However, in 2011 the World Bank started using fuzzy math to renege on its pledge. Instead of adding the $750 million to 
2010 funding levels as originally promised, they changed the baseline to the average level of education funding over the 
past 11 years. Since World Bank funding for education was low in the early 2000s, the new baseline means the World 
Bank could actually decrease funding by 9% and still meet the pledge.   
 
RESULTS has urged the World Bank to stand by its original 2010 pledge – to increase its basic education funding by 
$750 million starting with the 2010 funding level. This is necessary to restore basic education funding and ensure that 
more children have access to a quality education 

 Original Pledge Revised Fuzzy Math Pledge 

Annual Baseline for the Pledge  $1.2 billion (based on World Bank’s 2010 
investment in education) 

$742 million (11-year average 
investment in education by World 
Bank from 2000 to 2010) 

Total Dollars to be Spent 
Between 2011-2015 

$6.8 billion $4.5 billion 

Percent Increase from the 
Previous Five Years (2006-2010) 

40% -9% 

 

 
*This funding is part of the International Development Association, which is a branch of the World Bank. 

 
Why an LTE Can Have an Impact 
RESULTS staff in the United States and other countries have been in discussions with World Bank officials about the 
pledge levels but have come up against a roadblock.  The World Bank’s Annual Meetings in mid-October provide a key 
opportunity to push the Bank further.  The World Bank has a history of responding to external pressure, so creating a 
wave of media attention on their fuzzy math has the potential to really turn the tide.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
5	  UNESCO	  Infographic	  http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ED/pdf/gmr-‐ec-‐1.pdf	  
6	  Excluding	  Ethiopia 


