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Ambassador Mark Dybul 

Ambassador Mark R. Dybul co-directs the Global Health Law Program at the O’Neill Institute for National 
and Global Health Law at Georgetown University, where he is also a Distinguished Visiting Scholar. He 
also serves as Senior Counselor for the Global Business Coalition on HIV, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 
 
Ambassador Dybul served as the United States Global AIDS Coordinator from 2006 to the end of the 
Bush Administration. In that role, he led the implementation of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR), the largest international health initiative in history for a single disease. He oversaw U.S. 
government engagement in the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and was Chair of 
the Finance and Audit Committee. He also served as chair of the Joint United Nations Programme on 
AIDS’ coordinating board and as a member of the board of trustees of the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars.  
 
Prior to assuming the post of Ambassador, Dr. Dybul was Acting, Deputy and Assistant Coordinator, and 
was a member of the Planning Task Force that created PEPFAR. In the various roles, he was the 
principal architect of the initial plan and implementation of PEPFAR. He also led President Bush’s 
International Prevention of Mother and Child HIV initiative at the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), was the Executive Secretary for HHS guideline for adult and adolescent HIV therapy and 
was a member of the writing committee for the World Health Organization’s guidelines on the use of 
antiretroviral therapy. At HHS, Dr. Dybul served as the assistant director for medical affairs at the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and the National Institutes of Health and was the principal 
investigator of basic and clinical research with as particular emphasis on HIV treatment in Africa.  
 
Ambassador Dybul is well published in scientific and policy literature. He has received several Honorary 
Degrees and significant awards. He currently serves on numerous national and international Boards.  
 
Dr. Dybul received his A.B. in philosophy and M.D. from Georgetown University before completing a 
residency in Internal Medicine at the University of Chicago Hospitals in 1992 and a fellowship in Infectious 
Diseases from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases in 1995. 

 

Ambassador Mark Green 

Mark Green is currently the Managing Director of the Malaria Policy Center in Washington, D.C., the 
advocacy arm of Malaria No More. He also serves as a board member of such organizations as the 
Center for U.S. Global Leadership, WorldTeach, and Kupona (a foundation supporting a community 
rehabilitation center in Tanzania). In addition, he is a member of the Advisory Boards of Mother’s Day 
Every Day, AidMatrix Foundation and the Tanzania Education Initiative. In September 2010, President 
Barack Obama nominated Mark to serve on the Board of Directors of the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation. 

Mark came to the Policy Center after his successful tenure as United States Ambassador to the United 
Republic of Tanzania. As Ambassador, Mark worked tirelessly to build lasting relationships between the 
United States and the government and people of Tanzania. He emphasized projects that fostered 
economic growth, enhanced security partnerships and assisted Tanzanian leaders in their fight against 
diseases like malaria and HIV/AIDS.  

Prior to serving as Ambassador, Mark served four terms in the U.S. House of Representatives. As a 
member of the International Relations Committee, Mark played a leading role in crafting the Millennium 
Challenge Act, America’s historic commitment to invest in developing nations that are pursuing political 
and economic reforms. He also played an important role in crafting the Global Access to HIV/AIDS 
Prevention, Awareness and Treatment Act of 2001, and the United States Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria Act.  
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Mark is very much a Wisconsin product. He attended the University of Wisconsin Eau-Claire, where he is 
a member of the Blugold Hall of Fame, and was named Outstanding Alumnus of the Year. He received 
his law degree at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

 

Almeta R. Keys 

Almeta Richards Keys is currently transitioning from a national Head Start fellow in the Office of Head 
Start to the position of Executive Director of the Edward C. Mazique Parent Child Center in Washington, 
DC. She has held the positions of Director, then Executive Head Start Director of the St. Mary Vermillion 
Community Action Agency, Inc. Head Start program in Franklin, Louisiana, from 1989 until August 24, 
2007. Her professional background includes serving as visiting professor at Columbia university, a 
Consultant for BHM International, Inc., an Instructor with the national Head Start Association 
Administrators Academy, and a federal Head Grants & Monitoring Reviewer. She was a 1996 Head Start 
Johnson & Johnson Fellow, and the first recipient of the national Helen Hollingshed Taylor Memorial 
Scholarship. She has volunteered with various organizations including the Lambda Iota Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority. She earned her masters degree in education and bachelors degree in behavioral science from 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Almeta is a former Head Start parent who has a passion for 
children, and is excited about the opportunity to forge new partnerships and continue to work on the 
delivery of high quality services at the Mazique Center in the District of Columbia, as well as nationally. 

 

Amber Shipley 

For the past four years, Amber Shipley has worked in the office of Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI-2), staffing 
the Congresswoman on the Judiciary Committee and covering a portfolio including LGBT issues, foreign 
relations, women’s issues, and homeland security. She came to Capitol Hill in 2007 as a Women’s 
Research and Education Institute (WREI) Congressional Fellow for Rep. Keith Ellison (D-MN-5). She 
holds an MA in Women’s and Gender Studies from Rutgers University, an MA in Public Policy from the 
University of Minnesota’s Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, and a BA in Politics from Whitman College 
in Walla Walla, WA. Before moving to DC, Amber spent five years working with a handful of nonprofit 
women’s organization in Seattle and New York, including Washington CASH, a domestic microcreid 
organization in Seattle. 

 

Carolyn Hughes 

Carrie Hughes is a Legislative Assistant in the Office of Congressman Bobby Scott, who represents the 
third district of Virginia. Carrie began working for Congress through the 2008 Women’s Research and 
Education Institute Congressional Fellowship and after the fellowship, she was given a position on the 
Congressman’s permanent legislative staff. She currently handles a variety of issues, including worker’s 
rights, health care, women’s issues and foreign affairs. Before coming to Washington DC, she received a 
BA in International Affairs and an MA in Human Rights. She previously worked for the Middle East Centre 
for Women’s Rights and participated in an AmeriCorps national service program where she completed 
projects in California, Arizona, Oregon, Louisiana, and Mississippi. In her free time, Carrie is a Member of 
ClaveKazi Latin Dance Training Team and the Captain of a recreational women’s soccer team. 

 

Carol Nawina Nyirenda 

Carol has lived with HIV for many years and has also survived TB treatment. She has been able to 
transform this personal experience into a political campaign to address TB/HIV, and has incorporated TB 
advocacy into her national and global HIV activism. 

Participating in the TAG-ICW advocacy trainings gave Carol a knowledge base of TB science, 
diagnostics, and treatment that has enabled her to train other activists on TB and TB/HIV coinfection and, 
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along with fellow Zambian activists, to advocate for the Zambian government to implement WHO 
recommendations for collaborative TB/HIV activities. Carol has received global recognition for her 
activism and served as a panelist at the April 2008 meeting in Thailand of the UNAIDS Program 
Coordinating Board (PCB), addressing the issue of multidrug-resistant TB among people living with HIV. 
In part, her advocacy led the UNAIDS PCB to decide to monitor TB/HIV mortality numbers as a measure 
of the impact of the implementation of the collaborative activities recommended by the WHO policy to 
reduce the burden of TB/HIV. Carol was also invited to be part of the International Treatment 
Preparedness Coalition's World CAB meeting to discuss treatment access issues with the pharmaceutical 
industry. She is a community representative on the Stop TB Partnership's New Diagnostics Working 
Group, and is a board member representing communities of people living with TB, HIV, and malaria for 
UNITAID, where she has successfully lobbied for the provision of resources for diagnostics for TB drug 
resistance testing.  

Currently, Carol sits on the board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
representing affected communities. She has also traveled with RESULTS grassroots activists in Indiana 
and Michigan to help build public will for TB/HIV funding here in the United States. 

 

Davia Rivka 

Davia Rivka, M.A, CPCC Senior Consultant Executive Coach and Leadership Development Specialist 
Davia has over 35 years experience consulting, facilitating, and coaching. She has worked with 
individuals and groups, in both the public and private sectors. Though the settings change, what remains 
constant is the powerful desire of each and every client to deepen their relationship with themselves and 
expand their contribution to the world.Her compassionate insightful rigor is gift wrapped with irreverence 
and humor. Her motto-life is an opportunity for aliveness in the face of uncertainty. A partial list of clients 
includes; LDS Hospital, Salt Lake Board of Realtors, University of Utah Medical Center, Planned 
Parenthood, Stephen S. Wise Synagogue, Crossroads School, Palms Middle School, RESULTS. She 
received her Masters of Health Science from the University of Utah in 1979; Masters of Arts in Clinical 
Psychology from Antioch University in 1991 and her coaching certification (CPCC) from Coach Training 
Institute in 2006. 

 

Helen Blank 

Helen Blank is Director of Leadership and Public Policy, working on child care and early education issues, 
at the National Women's Law Center. 

Previously Ms. Blank served 24 years as the director of the Child Care and Development Division at the 
Children's Defense Fund. While at the Children's Defense Fund, Ms. Blank spearheaded a variety of 
efforts for improved early learning legislation. In an effort to pass the Act for Better Child Care, the first 
comprehensive federal child care legislation, she organized the Alliance for Better Child Care. Additionally 
she developed a guide for the implementation of the legislation that was enacted, the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant, that was widely used by state policymakers and child care leaders. In 1991, 
she led an effective campaign to convince the Bush administration to issue regulations for the Child Care 
and Development Block Grant that allowed states to use the new federal funds in the best interests of 
children. She was also a leader in efforts to expand and improve the child care provisions in welfare 
reform, subsequently developing a guide to assist states in implementing the provisions. In addition, she 
created the Child Care Now! Campaign, an ongoing initiative, which attempts to focus attention on early 
care and education. She has authored and co-authored numerous major studies and reports on state 
child care policies. 

Helen created and led the Emerging Leaders Program for up and coming leaders in early care and 
education and at the National Women's Law Center co-directs PLAN, the Progressive Leadership and 
Advocacy Network for emerging leaders focusing on issues affecting low-income women and their 
families. Ms. Blank has a bachelor's degree from the University of Michigan and a Master's Degree in 
Urban Planning from Hunter College of the City University of New York. 
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Helen Evans 

Helen Evans was appointed as the GAVI Alliance's first Deputy Chief Executive Officer in June 2009. In 
this role, Helen is responsible for oversight of strategic planning and the performance and management of 
the Alliance Secretariat. Prior to joining GAVI, Helen served for four years as the Deputy Executive 
Director at the Global Fund to Fights AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

Helen is an Australian who has had 30 years experience as a senior manager in health and social policy. 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree majoring in Psychology and a graduate degree in Social 
Administration. Her career in health has included key posts within the Australian Government, including 
heading the Communicable Diseases Branch in the Australian Health Ministry for the first half of 1990s 
and heading the Australian Government’s Office for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health from 
1997-2005. Helen has worked closely with AusAid, Australia’s development assistance agency, advising 
on HIV/AIDS programs in the Asia Pacific region. Helen represented Australia on the first UNAIDS Board. 

Marian Wright Edelman 

Marian Wright Edelman is founder and president of the Children’s Defense Fund. A graduate of Spelman 
College and Yale Law School, she began her career in the mid-'60s when, as the first black woman 
admitted to the Mississippi Bar, she directed the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund office in 
Jackson, Miss. In l968, she moved to Washington, D.C., as counsel for the Poor People's Campaign that 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. began organizing before his death. She founded the Washington Research 
Project, a public interest law firm and the parent body of the Children's Defense Fund. For two years she 
served as the director of the Center for Law and Education at Harvard University and in 1973 began CDF. 

Edelman was the chairman of the board of trustees of Spelman College from 1976 to 1987 and was the 
first woman elected by alumni as a member of the Yale University Corporation, on which she served from 
1971 to 1977. She has received many honorary degrees and awards, including the Albert Schweitzer 
Humanitarian Prize, the Heinz Award and a MacArthur Foundation Prize Fellowship. In 2000, she 
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian award, and the Robert F. 
Kennedy Lifetime Achievement Award for her writings, which include eight books: "Families in Peril: An 
Agenda for Social Change"; "The Measure of Our Success: A Letter to My Children and Yours"; "Guide 
My Feet: Meditations and Prayers on Loving and Working for Children"; "Stand for Children; Lanterns: A 
Memoir of Mentors"; "Hold My Hand: Prayers for Building a Movement to Leave No Child Behind"; "I'm 
Your Child, God: Prayers for Our Children"; and "I Can Make a Difference: A Treasury to Inspire Our 
Children." 

Rachel Black 

Rachel Black is a Policy Analyst in the Asset Building Program at the New America Foundation where 
she provides research and analysis on policies related to savings, asset limits in federal assistance 
programs, poverty, and tax reform. Previously, Ms. Black was responsible for legislative advocacy around 
broad set of domestic anti-poverty policies at Bread for the World, including its legislative campaign to 
reform tax policies to serve better low-income working families. Ms. Black holds a B.S. in History, 
Technology, and Society from the Georgia Institute of Technology. 

Shannon Hughes  

Sharon Hughes is the Education Coordinator for the NETWORK Education Program. Shannon holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in English from Xavier University in her hometown of Cincinnati, Ohio. Through the 
Network Education Program, Shannon works to provide resources, foster conversations, and ultimately 
raise awareness and understanding around the central justice issues at stake in current federal policy. 
Prior to joining NETWORK, Shannon worked in Resident Services for Over-the-Rhine Community 
Housing, a non-profit, affordable housing provider in Cincinnati. Through Jesuit Volunteers International, 
Shannon spent two years teaching English, Physics, and World Religions at Assumption High School in 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands. 


