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Help Feed Children: Urge Congress to Pass Child Nutrition Funding
	Write Letters to Congress Urging Passage of a Robust Child Nutrition Bill

1. Introduce yourself and share about your commitment to investing in America’s families, and especially the health of young children so they are ready to learn.

2. Tell your member of Congress that RESULTS groups across the country are lobbying Congress to pass a robust child nutrition reauthorization bill to reduce hunger and food insecurity, help reduce childhood obesity, improve child nutrition and health, and enhance child development and school readiness. 

3. The rate of child poverty in the U.S. was 19 percent in 2008. That is two to three times higher than in other 
developed counties, even before the recession fully hit. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 16.7 million children (22.5 percent of all children) lived in households that were food insecure in 2008, up sharply from 12.4 million (16.9 percent) in 2007.

4. In addition, 12.1 million adults and 5.2 million children lived in households with very low food security. This means their families had to scramble, with varying outcomes, to put food on the table. Both poverty and food insecurity were much higher for Hispanic and African-American households than for non-Hispanic white households.

5. President Obama has asked for $10 billion over ten years in additional investments to end childhood hunger, reduce childhood obesity, improve the diets of our kids, and raise program performance to better serve 
our children.

6. Both House and Senate committees responsible for child nutrition have passed their child nutrition bills to the floor on a bipartisan basis, but both fall short of the president’s request ($8 billion in the House, $4.5 billion in the Senate). 
7. The time for strong action is now. Congress must complete child nutrition reauthorization this year.

8. Urge your member of Congress to tell House leadership (Representatives Sander Levin and Dave Camp 
of the Ways and Means Committee, and Speaker Nancy Pelosi) and Senate leadership (Senators Max 
Baucus and Chuck Grassley of the Senate Finance Committee, and Majority Leader Harry Reid) to 

9. Find the funding necessary to finance a robust child nutrition bill that comes as close to the 
President’s $10 billion request for ten years as possible; and

10. To bring a robust child nutrition reauthorization bill to a floor vote before the November election.

Note: To find contact information, including telephone numbers and addresses for congressional offices and the names of the health and tax staffer, visit our Elected Officials page (http://capwiz.com/results/dbq/officials/). For directory assistance, 
you can also contact the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121.



	


Feeding Our Children is a Bipartisan Issue

Federal child nutrition programs help ensure that children in low-income families are getting the food they need to be healthy and productive. Child nutrition programs include the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), school lunch and breakfast programs, after school and summer food programs, and Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC). These programs are vital in helping low-income children grow up healthy.

President Obama has pledged to end childhood hunger in the U.S. by 2015. To meet that goal, his fiscal year 2011 budget requests an additional $10 billion over ten years for child nutrition and WIC reauthorization. In March, the Senate Agriculture Committee unanimously approved the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. This bill provides $4.5 billion in added funding over ten years, paid for entirely by reallocating money from programs within Agriculture Committee jurisdiction. On July 15, the House Education and Labor Committee committee passed The Improving Nutrition for America's Children Act of 2010 on a bipartisan basis with more robust funding at approximately $8 billion to improve access to healthy meals. 
RESULTS applauds the efforts of the House and Senate to pass bipartisan bills to help end childhood hunger. Hunger should never be a political issue. Both of these bills make much needed improvements to child nutrition programs, including expanding access for millions of children to healthy meals year-round in schools, child care, and community based settings, and for the first time, establishing nutrition standards for foods sold outside of the cafeteria. Yet both fall short of the president’s funding request. To meet that request, the House and Senate tax committees will have to find “offsets” in the budget to pay for the increase in funding. Hungry children deserve that effort.

For more information and resources visit our website issue page at http://www.results.org/issues/us_poverty_campaigns/health_care_for_all/child_nutrition/.  






