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Tax Credits
June 2010


Faith in Action: Tax Credits Reduce Poverty 
	Write Letters Urging Congress to Protect Low-income Families

Is it right to ignore the poor when we know how to help? The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC) are essential tools for helping people living in poverty. The credits are targeted to help low-income families supplement their household budgets with income tax refunds.  

In 2009, both the EITC and CTC were expanded to help more low-income families. As a result of these changes, 7 million low-income people have benefitted, including 3 million people who have been kept out of poverty. Unfortunately, these changes will expire at the end of 2010. This will have a significant impact on low-income families. For example, a family with two children and one parent working full-time at the minimum wage (about $15,000 per year) currently receives a Child Tax Credit of $1725. If the 2009 changes expire, that family will get $248 — a loss of nearly $1500. As a society through our elected government, should we not act to protect families and children from falling into poverty?
TAKE ACTION: Write your representatives and senators and urge them to tell House and Senate leaders to make the 2009 expansions of the EITC and CTC permanent so that low-income Americans don’t lose their benefits at the end of this year. See the RESULTS Domestic Action sheet for more information: http://www.results.org/take_action/april_2010_u.s._poverty_action/. 
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Faith in Action: Foreign Aid Investment is a Wise Investment 

	Write a Letter to the Editor: Congress Must Fully Fund the International Affairs Budget

What does $60 billion buy? That’s about what consumers in the United States spend on jewelry annually, and the amount that airline passengers will pay for baggage and other fees this year. Each year, Americans will buy about $60 billion worth of soft drinks, chocolate, and (coincidentally) weight loss products.

And $60 billion is a bit more than what President Obama has proposed the U.S. spend on our entire global development, diplomatic, and humanitarian programs in the coming fiscal year — $58.5 billion. That’s just 1.4 percent of the total federal budget. And yet this $58 billion proposal is under attack. The Senate Budget Committee has proposed slashing $4 billion from this account (the International Affairs budget), and it will be up to Congress to restore the cut.
As people of faith, we know that an investment in the dignity and development of people is a wise move. Consider raising your voice in the public forum on this critical issue.
TAKE ACTION: Write your local paper, calling on Congress to fully fund the International Affairs budget. To learn more and take action, see the latest RESULTS Global Action Sheet at http://www.results.org/take_action/global_action_may_2010/.


