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Faith in Action: Protect Tax Credits that Reduce Poverty
	One of the most effective ways to help low-income Americans get out of poverty is through tax credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC). The credits are targeted to help low-income families supplement their household budgets with income tax refunds. 

In 2009, both the EITC and CTC were expanded to help more low-income families. The EITC expansion, which was designed to help low-income workers who marry and families with three or more children, has benefitted 7 million people, including keeping 3 million people out of poverty. The CTC was also expanded; compared to 2007 law, 6 million new low-income children and their families now get the CTC and 20 million more get a larger refund from their credit. Unfortunately, these expansions are set to expire at the end of this year. This could be devastating to low-income families around the country. Just allowing the CTC expansion to expire risks causing 600,000 children to fall back into poverty. 

TAKE ACTION: Write your representatives and senators and urge them to tell House and Senate leaders to make the 2009 expansions of the EITC and CTC permanent so that low-income Americans don’t lose their benefits at the end of this year. See the RESULTS Domestic Action sheet for more information: http://www.results.org/take_action/april_2010_u.s._poverty_action/. 
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Faith in Action: Now Is the Time for Access to Education!
	Ask your Representative to Co-sponsor the Education for All Act
While the U.S. has provided strong global leadership to help open classroom doors for children around the world, there are still 72 million primary school-aged children not in school, the majority of whom are girls. Without new leadership and new direction, 56 million children will still be out of school in 2015, which is the Millennium Development Goal target date for achieving universal primary education, and many who are in school won’t have the resources they need for real learning. 
You can ask your representative to support the Education for All Act, which will be introduced this month by Rep. Nita Lowey of New York. The bill calls on the U.S. to increase funding for efforts to expand access and improve quality of basic education and to support a new multilateral mechanism, like the Global Fund for Education, to help kids get the start they need in life.
TAKE ACTION: Ask your representative to co-sponsor Education for All Act of 2010. To learn more and take action, see the latest RESULTS Global Action Sheet at: http://www.results.org/take_action/global_action_april_2010/


