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Community Health Centers


Health Care Reform Must Address Underserved Communities
	Take Action! Urge Congress to Incorporate Community Health Center Expansion into Health Reform Legislation
1. Introduce yourself as a RESULTS activist and a constituent committed to quality, affordable health care for everyone in the U.S. 
2. Remind them that 46 million Americans have no health insurance and millions more are underinsured, unable to get the care they need.
3. Point out that 1,100 community health centers serve around 19 million people a year, making them the nation’s largest primary care system, and the majority of those cared for in this system are uninsured or on Medicaid. Include information about your local community health center if you can. 
4. Assert that there needs to be an investment in primary care in health reform efforts, particular to care for the underserved, a role community health centers are designed to fill. 
5. Urge your members of Congress to cosponsor Access for All Americans Act (S.486 and H.R. 1296). These bills would increase the number of community health centers in the U.S. to 4,800 and provide necessary investments to ensure quality care.
6. In addition, ask your senators and representatives to urge House and Senate leadership to include the provisions from the Access for All America Act in health reform legislation this year. 
Note: To find contact information, including telephone numbers and addresses for congressional offices and the names of the health staffer, visit the Take Action Now page of the RESULTS website (www.results.org), where you can also send e-mails directly to your senators and representatives. For directory assistance, you can contact the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121.


Community Health Centers Are a Key Safety Net for Low-Income Families 
Community health centers (CHCs) were born out the Great Society legislation pushed through by President Lyndon B. Johnson, and the civil rights movement. Health centers are essential to the care of individuals with no health care at all, or those on Medicaid. About 1,100 community heath centers serve around 19 million people a year, making them the nation’s largest primary care system. Although anyone can seek services at a CHC, most of those cared for in this system are uninsured or on Medicaid, with 70 percent of patients having incomes below 100 percent of the federal poverty line and 91 percent below 200 percent of the poverty line. 
With the number of uninsured and underinsured Americans growing by the day, the current network alone can not provide access to all those who need it. Health centers also rely heavily on Medicaid dollars to fund their operations, which accounts for over one-third of community health centers’ total operating budget. 
Looking to the future, the National Association of Community Health Centers (www.nachc.org) hopes to serve 30 million by 2015. The Kaiser Family Foundation estimates that a nearly 50 percent increase in service providers is needed over the next few years to maintain the level of care they currently provide their communities. This will require a combination of incentives for doctors and health care service providers, along with increased federal funding.
Fortunately some, including President Obama, have called for more investment in community health centers. Senator Bernard Sanders (I-VT) has proposed a major bill with the backing of Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA) and 23 other co-sponsors which will increase the federal funding of community health centers. Concurrently, Congressman James Clyburn (D-SC-6) has proposed identical legislation in the House. The Access for All America Act, S. 486 and H.R. 1296, would authorize $8.3 billion a year for the expansion of Qualified Health Centers from the current number just over 1,000 to 4,800 centers across the United States (current funding for CHCs is around $2 billion per year; less). The bill also addresses the need for doctors and health service providers by increasing the National Health Service Corps budget to $1.2 billion a year, a ten-fold increase over current funding. It is estimated these investments will reduce medical expenses by 41 percent for community health center patients over those patients who receive care elsewhere, thus helping offset some of the costs.
In addition to coverage, health care for all must include access to quality services. Providing the necessary investments that expand the work of community health centers will help ensure that everyone, especially the most vulnerable in our country, gets the quality, affordable health care they deserve.
