Basic Education Resource Packet

Last Edited November 2009
Hi Education Activists,

On and around December 10, 2009 people around the United States will be taking action to shine a light on the importance of global basic education and to urge President Obama to fulfill his promise of budgeting $2 billion to a Global Fund for Education. This packet on basic education contains tools and information to help RESULTS activists educate the public (youth and adults) and catalyze action that will improve access to and quality of basic education currently denied over 75 million children in developing nations. 
 The packet includes:

· Activity plans that can be use with youth in classrooms, after school programs, and the education community.

· Activities for other audiences and a sample outline for an education and action meeting in your community

· Resources to help you and others understand why basic education is a critical intervention in international development and background to let you know what is currently going on to remedy this global travesty.  This material also includes key statistics about why education matters that supports why we should be providing universal access to basic education.

What you can do:

· Think of a school or teacher you might contact.  You can offer to present or co-lead any number of activities found in this packet:
· Writing letters to the President, members of Congress and the media, or 

· Setting up a hearing to make the case for basic education, 

· Making posters that are displayed in Washington, DC or sent to members of Congress, 

· Playing a game to help youth gain insights into the rest of the world functions and why we need to change that, 

· 
· Conducting an educational simulation to foster understanding.  

If this first contact goes well you can offer to follow up with other activities—inviting Congressional representatives to school to hear presentations about basic education, making follow up requests to members of congress, providing progress reports on basic education policy and funding (to show youth that their actions can make a difference). Invite the media to witness all of this!!!
· Set up an education and action meeting on basic education.  You can use the outline in the packet or create your own.  Take advantage of worldwide action and momentum on this issue to educate the public and get them to take action. Invite educators, parents, and people concerned with global issues.  Make it a fun, hopeful activity.  We are making progress on this issue and more voices will take us the next step along the way to the Millennium Development Goal of universal access to basic education.

Best of luck!  Contact Ken Patterson or Sarah Beardmore with any questions.

Activities for Youth

These activities have been gathered from NetAid, Global Campaign for Education, and RESULTS Volunteer, Leslie Reed. Click on the links or scroll down for plans for the following activities:

1. Work with educators in your community conduct the following youth/community activities:

a. Youth writing letters to the President about leading on Education for All (most important action to take. Please find the December 2009 Action sheet below explaining this).
b. Hearing- Hold an in-school or youth/community public hearing to make the case for global basic education

c. Cutout Activity- Create student cut outs and have youth write their messages on them to share with the public and members of Congress.

d. Poster Activity- Create a poster to be displayed in Washington, DC, at school, or on the Global Campaign for Education website.

e. Education for All Learning Activity- Run a simulation to education youth on the issues.

f. 
2. Use the cut outs, posters, and stories of your events to make change happen.  Here are some options: 

a. Send postcards, posters, and reports on your event to Global Campaign for Education (GCE) to be included in their website. GCE is asking that these materials be delivered by Dec. 10th. The address is:  


GCE at RESULTS Ed. Fund



750 First St. NE



Suite 1040



Washington, DC 20002



Or email at: infogceusa@gmail.com
b. Send or deliver postcards, posters, letters, etc. to your members of Congress directly and then have students do some follow up to see what the member(s) plan on doing.  This may be a good opportunity to invite them to a class or the school.  If you decide to deliver them locally, bring students.

c. Bring them to the International Conference and post them during the conference for all to see, and then deliver them to your members of Congress during lobby days.

3. 
	







	



Student focused activities

“Make the Case” Cutout “Friend” Activity
Note: Students should include a message a member of Congress that “Makes the Case” for education for all children and specific requests.  Individual students can create their own cutouts, or a whole class can create one life-size friend cutout and have all members of the class sign it as a petition. 

· Using paper, card, cloth, newspaper, old packaging or whatever materials you can find, draw the shape of a human figure and cut it out.  

· Who you want your cut-out to represent is entirely up to you - it could be a person you know who needs an education, or a made-up person representing a child in any country that isn’t able to go to primary school.  
· Use your imagination and be creative – and have fun!  You could use the cut-outs to showcase local costumes & traditions, activities that you enjoy, etc. 
· This can be a great opportunity to have a class debate or discussion about the specific messages you want to send to politicians: 

· Your message might start with the words, “Send my friend to school so that….” Then you can say why you think it is important for your “friend” to be able to go to school.  You can also add important facts and statistics.

· You can include core messages like: “Please Educate [Name of “friend”] to End Poverty" or a variation such as: "Please Educate [Name] to Fight AIDS", "Educate [Name] to Stop Child Labor", "Educate [Name] to Empower Women."
· You may also want to urge the United States to play more of a leadership role in ensuring that all the world’s children go to school, by including $650 million for universal basic education in the 2007 budget and more money to countries working to put more children in schools.
· 


· Make sure to write the name(s) and address of those who made each “friend” on the back. 
“Make the Case” Poster Activity 


· Using paper, poster-board, or other appropriate materials, create a poster (no bigger than 11”x17”) that will “Make the Case” for education for all children.  Your poster can include artwork, stories, graphs and figures, or anything you want to help you “Make the Case” for education – use your imagination! 

· It is entirely up to you what the poster will represent.  Choose one message and theme or divide it into different sections that all relate to ‘Making the Case for Education.”

· This can be a great opportunity to have a class debate or discussion about the specific messages that will be included in the poster:

· Talk about how many children around the world don’t go to school.  Who are they?  Where do they live?  Why don’t they go to school?

· Explain why some kids can’t go to school because of school fees and other costs, gender discrimination, safety concerns, and other reasons.

· Show why education is important to fighting poverty and HIV/AIDS, stopping child labor, empowering girls, and building democratic societies.

· You may also want to urge the United States to play more of a leadership role in ensuring that all the world’s children go to school, by including $650 million for universal basic education in the 2007 budget and more money to countries working to put more children in schools.

· You should have a written message on your poster that shows it is part of the Global Campaign for Education Send My Friend to School Week.  Other than that, there are no other rules.  You can use artwork or photographs, stories or poems, policy messages, or facts, figures and graphs – or any combination that you feel helps to “Make the Case” to US leaders that every child in every country should have a free, basic education.

 “Make the Case” Host a Hearing Activity 
Note: The goal is to model this activity after a Congressional hearing where a panel of ‘experts’ makes the case for universal basic education.  This activity can range from individual classroom to entire community participation.  It’s up to you!

· Plan your hearing.  First decide on where you want to hold the hearing and who you want to participate in it.  Will it be a classroom activity?  A school-wide event? A community-wide hearing hosted by a local organization?  


· Send out letters to potential participants, inviting them to serve on the panel/Congressional Committee that will hear the students’ case.  People to consider inviting include parents, school district and local government officials, and local TV or radio personalities.

· Once you have set the date and picked the panel members, you may want to tell the local media about the event and invite them to document the hearing!

· Prepare your case. This is the most important part and the entire class should be involved.  What are the important issues to “Make the Case” for education? Students should include facts and figures about the state of education in the world today, and can give personal testimony about why school is important to them and their communities.

· Have students decide the different roles they will play during the hearing.  Some can read the arguments that the class has prepared, others can respond to questions from the committee members, and others can take notes of the event.  

· Make posters or signs for the day of the hearing that promote the main themes and messages that “Make the Case” for education and hang them around the school or where the event is taking place.

· After the event, students should write thank you letters to all invited guests who participated in the hearing.

· Tell us about your hearing!  Send photos or a video to: sbeardmore@results.org
RESULTS EDUCATIONAL FUND / Global Campaign For Education

750 First St. NE 

Suite 1040
Washington, DC 20009
·  We’ll highlight some of the events on the RESULTS website during the December 10th Week.     

Education for All Learning Activity- (contributed by Leslie Reed of RESULTS!)

This presentation is appropriate for youth, grade 5 and up, including adults. Use as much or as little of the format as you want—make it your own!  The purpose of this simulation is to promote understanding of the current state of affairs on basic education and global resource distribution, and thereby encourage empathy and action on the part of youth.

Step 1: Open the session with a minimal number of facts. Explain that the group is taking part in the Send My Friend to School week (or other action related to basic education for all). Share that over 75 million children in developing countries are not able to attend primary school, while another 226 million will not be able to attend secondary school.  Then tell them you’re going to look at some of the reasons why. 

Step 2: Hand out the student profiles (in this packet after “Background Information”). Profiles have a “B”, “G”, or “B or G” on them, for boy, girl or either. You can choose to give boy profiles only to boys and girls to girls. The kids may relate better to their “student” that way. On the other hand, since boys are more likely to be favored and in school, giving their profiles to American boys may only increase their sense of entitlement while giving the girl profiles, which are typically more difficult, only to girls in your group may be demoralizing some of the girls (I noticed this with the teens I presented this to). So mixing the profiles up might be interesting.

Step 3: Tell the participants to pretend that they’re all part of one village, then ask them to sit in three groups, according to the educational situation they ended up in: no schooling, dropped out of school, or in school.  Have them look around and see where their friends are. Ask those who aren’t able to go to school how it feels to see their other friends in school and vice versa. 

Step 4: Ask for volunteers from each group to read their profiles out loud (pick one group to start). Use each reading as an opportunity to share information and to encourage the participants to empathize with their “student”. For example, kids are confused when they read that a 17-year-old is only in 6th grade. Asked them to think about why this might be. With profiles that mention AIDS or TB, speak about how TB is the biggest killer of people with AIDS, yet cheap to treat, or about how many teachers are dying from both diseases.  If a girl is not able to go to school, yet her brothers are, ask the girls how that makes them feel, then talk about why educating girls is important for families and communities. If school fees are the barrier, talk about how and why school fees are charged, and what happened in Kenya when school fees were dropped. Each profile is an opportunity for dialogue and education. Use the background material below (provided by the Campaign for Education) and materials from the RESULTS website at :http://www.results.org/website/article.asp?id=2017 
Step 5: Time for snack! Have one (or more) pizzas ready, cut and divided onto plates according to the formula below. Before handing out the plates, have the group divide up by continents accordingly:

	For a group of 30 form groups of:
	For a group of 20 form groups of:
	Representing:
	% of world’s populations

	4
	3
	Africa
	13%

	2
	1
	U.S. & Canada
	5%

	3
	2
	Latin America
	9%

	4
	2
	Europe
	12%

	17
	12
	Asia
	61%


The divided pizza represents per capita gross national income, purchasing power parity adjusted, which comes to:

ASIA 36%

AFRICA 4% 

EUROPE 27%

LATIN AMERICA 8%

U.S. & CANADA 25%

(DATA FROM 2001 WORLD POPULATION DATA SHEET OF THE POPULATION REFERENCE BUREAU)

If a pizza is cut into 16 pieces, for example, the Asia group would get 5 ¾ pieces; the Africans would get 2/3rds of a piece; the Europeans would get 4 and 1/3rd pieces; the Latin Americans 1 ¼ pieces; and the Americans and Canadians would get 4 pieces. 

Needless to say, this makes for a good discussion! Ultimately, bring the discussion back to the cost of education and school fees, i.e. the cycle of poverty continues if there is no money to fund schools and children aren’t able to receive an education, which could help lift them out of poverty.

Step 6: Time for action! Let the President know the importance of free primary education for all children. 

· Groups of kids can trace the outline of a volunteer on a large piece of butcher block paper. Have them fill their “friend” in with their thoughts about the topic using colored markers. 
· Write Letters to the President – sample letters can be found in these materials.
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ACTIVITY: STUDENT PROFILES 
#1-#7 are true stories excerpted from Campaign for Education’s website, the rest are composites of real situations.
1.  I got to go to school for three years but then had to leave because my family did not have enough money to pay the fees. My parents make a small income from selling rice but they need money to buy food because we have no land to grow our own.  My friends still go to school and I want to go, too. I can read, but I don’t have any idea what to do with my life.

B or G

2. I live with my sister and my mother.  Because my father has died from Tuberculosis, my mother needs me and my sister to help her. I beg every day on the street so I can find food. I went to nursery school, just once, then the money ran out. I would like to be at school.

G

3. I have 10 brothers and sisters. Here is what my father says about my not being able to go to school: “The people in this community have to go to other places to find work and are paid a very low salary. If we had the land taken from my grandparents, we would be able to grow coffee, maize and beans and sell what was left to earn money. We would be able to send the children to school. Only one of my children is studying—my 16-year-old son. My other children have to work so that we can support ourselves. I only reached the fourth grade in primary school. Without an education, people have no knowledge and they aren’t able to defend their rights. ”

G

4. I live in a small hut with my father, my mother, my father’s second wife, and three younger brothers and sisters. Because of a disability, my father is unable to work. My mother stays at home to care for the baby. My father’s second wife must support us, but her seasonal agricultural job brings in less than 50 cents a day. Neighbors have tried to help my family by sharing their food grains, but it’s still not enough. I can’t go to school. I must stay at home and look after my three year-old sister. If I had the chance at an education, I could help my family lead a better life. I am only six years old.

B or G

5. When the war broke out in Sierra Leone, my family had to abandon my home and flee from the terrible violence.  For weeks at a time, we hid deep in the forest where the rebels would not be able to find us.  Eventually, we left the country and became refugees. I was 13 years old and had never been to school.  My mother wanted me to study to could open up new opportunities, but we were too poor to afford school fees for things like books and uniforms. After a year, we cobbled together enough money for me to go to school.  When I showed up for the first day of class, the teacher told me that a 14 year old was too big to be in the first grade, and she sent me to the second grade. I worked as hard as I could, and learned so quickly that at the end of the year, I was allowed to skip the third grade altogether.  

While I was doing well in my studies, my mother was struggling to support me.  It was hard to find work, no matter how hard she looked.  I met a boy who told me he would help pay for some of the things we needed, and he became my boyfriend.  Less than a year into our relationship, I found out that I was pregnant. I had to drop out of school shortly after, and I don’t know if I will ever be able to go back. 

G

6. My family is nomadic. We move several times a year with my herds. Nomadic life is demanding, especially for a young girl. I have to do my part to help my family with daily chores. Moving so often between remote places makes it nearly impossible to go to school. Even if I’d been able to go, my family would not have been able to pay the small fees for going to school. It seemed like getting an education would always be a dream. Then my family learned about the a boarding school which accepts children for free and gives them a place to live. I miss my family, but I have the support of my teachers and other students. One day, I hope to be a doctor, so I can serve my community, and help more girls get an education.  

G

7. I left school when I was in junior high because my father fell ill, and my family spent almost all the money they had had to treat his illness. I lost my self-confidence after leaving school. I felt doomed to farm all my life and marry early like the other girls in the village. I wanted to go out and see the world, but I had to find work. I felt gloomy thinking of my classmates who were still attending school. At night, I had a reoccurring dream: With mop and bucket in hand, I would show up at school, asking to be allowed in and learn. But the teacher refused to let me in. My dream was like a nightmare. I woke up crying. How I wished I could return to the classroom even if for one day!

G
8. My parents can afford to send only one child and they have chosen my brother.  

G

9. The road to school is too dangerous and my parents will not let me go to school. Instead I help out with chores at home.   G

10. My rural community does not yet have a school or a teacher and it is over a 10 mile walk to the school in the next village, so I do not go to school.

B or G

11. My last two teachers have become sick with TB-HIV and have died or gone to the city for treatment, so there is no school. I help my parents out and hang out with my friends. I fear there will never be anything more for me.

B 

12. Although I can sometimes attend school, I have no electricity, desk or school supplies at home and I often fall behind in my homework.

B or G

13. My mother and father are both ill (it is probably HIV, but no one says so) and I am needed at home to feed, bathe and look after my younger siblings.

G

14. When I was 9 my father died from TB and AIDS. My mother still managed to find money for my school fees, though we had less to eat. Now my mother is sick and there is no more money for fees. I am afraid of what will happen to my mother and myself.

B or G

15. I longed to stay in school, but when I finished primary school, my parents said there was no more money for school and I must work. An older man offered to help me out with money for school if I had sex with him. I was able to go to school for a year, but now I’re sick and have had to drop out of school. I am  afraid I have AIDS.

G

16. When a school in my village opened last year everyone was excited. I was able to go and I remember how proud my family was on the first day. However, it is very hard to learn at this school. There are not enough teachers and so there are 100 children in my class. There are no text books either.

B or G

17. I went to school until I was 12. I loved reading and thought one day I would be a teacher. But then I got my period. There was no bathroom at the school and I was embarrassed. I stopped going to school.

G

18. I have been going to school for five years. At first I learned a lot—how to read and write. But my teacher only finished primary school herself and she has no formal training. There isn’t much more she can teach me and there is no one else.

B or G

19. Both my parents are able to work—my father drives a taxi and my mother has a small business. I have always been able to afford my school fees. 

B 

20. I am the oldest boy in my family. My father sent me to school so someday I will have a good job and be able to care for my parents when they get old. My brothers and sisters are not so lucky. They must work or help take care of the household. I am proud of being able to read and write, but also feel a great responsibility is on me.

B

21. Sometimes I go to school, when my parents don’t need me to help in the fields. I have been going for three years now, but I am still in the first grade.

B

22. My father died three years ago and now my mother is sick. I had to leave school to take care of my mother. I wash her and feed her. My older sister runs errands for people to earn money or food and sometimes she begs. I worry about what else she does to find money. Some people avoid me because they fear my parents have AIDS.

G

23. I love school and someday I plan to be a businessman. I am 17 years old and in the sixth grade.

B

24. Both my parents are alive and working. I am 12 years old and in the 4th grade. I am lucky and hope someday to be a doctor.

B

25. My parents believe education is very important. They have sent all their children to school, girls and boys. My days are very long though, because I must do chores before and after school and often I am too tired to do my homework.

G

26. The village school is too far away and my family cannot afford the shoes to make the long journey so I am not able to go to school.

B or G 

Education and Action Opportunities for Other Audiences

You can do some of these on your own, or better, you can educate and involve other people.  Here are a few ideas:

1. Hold an education and action meeting. Below is a sample outline for a meeting.

2. Write an op-ed to your local paper
3. Write a letter to the editor to your local paper

4. Practice speaking about the issue with a Laser Talk on basic education
5. Write a letter to your member of congress (click on the link for tips on writing to a member of Congress)

1. Hold an Education and Action Meeting

Some Possible Partners and Themes

1. Organize an education and action event in your community. Collaborate with others to educate your community about the Millennium Development Goals and how education will be a key component if we are going to win the war on poverty.

2. Invite local stakeholders in education to participate in a dialogue about the importance of early childhood education no matter where you live on earth.  

3. Reach out to local church groups that are supporting orphans or other vulnerable children through direct service organizations or sister countries to come share the important work they are doing and engage them in how their personal connection with these children could impact their members of Congress.  

4. Reach out to young people - we need their voices now more than ever if we are to see a truly functioning representative democracy in the future - offer them a clear pathway into what citizenship is all about.  

5. Reach out to other groups in your community like the ONE Campaign, Bread for the World, Rotary, UN Association, Jubilee, Student Global AIDS Campaign, and CARE. All of these organizations are deeply committed to achieving the Millennium Development Goals and may love to partner up with you in organizing your event.

Sample Education and Action Meeting Outline

This is just an outline—feel free to modify, add, or subtract parts of this outline based on your audience.  Having an education and action meeting is always an opportunity to assess interest in taking future actions and getting more involved.

A. Relationship and Inspiration Section

5 min.

Welcome: Ask people to greet the people around them

5- 10 min. 
Focusing Activity: Try to connect people’s hearts with the problem and each other.

· Option #1- Read some of the case scenarios from activities later in this packet out loud and ask people, “What is your reaction to these?”

· Option #2- Ask participants to think what their lives would look like if they never had the opportunity to go to school.  Ask them to share these thoughts.  Explain that not going to school would have been a terrible thing for us and let them know that there are over 75 million children in the world who don’t go to school. Other question variation might be to ask, “What could I not do if: 

· I didn’t know how to read

· If I didn’t know about germs

· If I didn’t know my multiplication tables

· If I didn’t know how to write a letter

· If I didn’t know how to add or subtract

· If I didn’t know about nutrition

· What would I have become had I not spent my days in school

5 min. 
Purpose and agenda: Let people know the goal and the program for the evening i.e. To learn about the issue of universal basic education and take action to bring about the change we want to see.

2 min.
What is RESULTS? Introduce newcomers to RESULTS so they are clear about its purpose and the need for creating the political will to end hunger. 

10 min.
Introductions: Ask participants to introduce themselves and share what brought them to the meeting.

B. Education and Action Section:

5-10 min.
Introduce the issue: Share some of the facts about kids basic education from this packet, use the Monthly Action Sheet, and/or gather information from the RESULTS website to inform.

10 min.
Video on Basic Education – Back to School or other education clips.
25 min.
Teach a Laser Talk: Give guests the opportunity to experience the difference they can make when empowered to speak the issues.  Model a laser talk on basic education and have participants try it in their own words in pairs.  You can find a sample education laser talk at the RESULTS website or in the Resource section of this packet.  You can get tips for creating a laser talk at this link on the RESULTS website.
5 min.
Review: pass out the Action Sheets and review the evening’s action. Are there any questions? Does everyone know the name of his or her member of Congress? The Action Sheet is a useful reference when writing the letters.

20 min. 
Write letters: Address envelopes together. Maintain quiet in the room during the first 10 to 15 minutes of the letter-writing period. If guests need extra help, have them step outside with one of the partners to get their questions answered.

5 min.
Share letters: As people are putting the finishing touches on their letter, have one or two persons who have already finished read their letters aloud.

C. Relationship and enrollment section (use as appropriate):

15 min.
Participation: Give people the opportunity to participate with the local RESULTS group on an ongoing basis.

1. Describe the partner (activist) agreements.  Speak about how being a partner in RESULTS affects your life. Ask if anyone in the room has any questions. Ask if anyone wants to become a partner (activist).  Is anyone thinking about making this commitment?

2. Tell you guests about monthly sponsorship.  Tell what inspires you most about contributing to RESULTS.

3. Announce the date of your next E&A meeting.

5 min.
Completion: Thank everyone for coming. You may want to invite people to stay for refreshments and some informal time together.

2. Write an Op-Ed for Your Local Newspaper

Below is a sample op-ed that was published in a local newspaper.  Use it as an example or make a few modifications using your personal experience and submit it to your local paper.

Best investment in world’s future is providing universal access to basic education

I had a lump in my throat as I watched my daughter’s 2005 holiday program. The first-graders had memorized two full songs and sang their hearts out with sincerity, some waving to parents in the middle of the song, never missing a beat. The second-graders told a holiday story, each child in charge of delivering one precious line. They did so at varying speeds, volume levels and with a theatrical flare reflecting each child’s personality and state of performance anxiety. The third-graders incorporated a recorder interlude into their rendition of “Let It Snow” after only two months of experience with the instrument.

We’ve all seen movies where spectators are driven to tears by the beauty of a musical performance, but I don’t think that is what was going on for me as I watched the program. Part of the reason that emotion stuck in my throat was because I was intensely aware of the incredible good fortune of everyone in that gym to be part of such an enthusiastic community effort to educate and raise our children. We were all there, working together to lay the foundation of our children’s and our nation’s future.

My emotion might seem overstated to some, but it is hard to take public education for granted when one knows that 115 million school-age children in the world will never take part in a holiday pageant because they do not have access to school. These 115 million children represents 17 percent of all eligible, school-aged children in the developing world, or nearly one in five children. Even more scandalous is the amount of money that deprives these children of a productive future—about $50 in school fees per year in most cases. In certain parts of the world, like Africa, as many as 40 percent of eligible children, mostly girls, never go to school because they cannot afford to pay these seemingly small fees.

It makes one wonder what those children of unrealized potential would become if they had the opportunity to go to school. Would they be the ones waving to their parents during the middle of the performance, or the ones singing their hearts out like opera stars? Would they be poets, accountants, scientists, comedians or Nobel Prize winners? Though it is hard to know what would become of these children, there are several things we can say for certain. Research shows that they would make more money, that they would be up to 50 percent less likely to contract HIV/AIDS, that they would have fewer children and that their own children would be less likely to die of preventable disease and more likely to attend school. The research is black and white; children who go to school take better care of themselves, their families and are better economic contributors to their communities. Further, no nation has ever achieved sustained economic growth without free and compulsory basic education.

Though the current state of basic education in the developing world is discouraging, there is some good news. In many countries, school attendance is on the upswing and certain countries like Kenya and Uganda have totally eliminated school fees. When Kenya eliminated school fees two years ago, 1.2 million new children flooded the school system within the first month. Similar stories occurred in other countries that eliminated fees. It is clear that kids want to go to school and parents want their children to attend school.

Our U.S. Congress has recognized the importance of reducing barriers to education in the developing world and has appropriated $15 million for school fee reduction test projects in both 2005 and 2006. And the United Nations has set a goal to provide universal access to basic education to all children by 2015. While encouraging, the global education effort lacks leadership. Though the price tag for sending all of the world’s children to school is estimated at around $10 billion per year, the world is not investing adequately to reach the

2015 U.N. goal.

As the wealthiest nation on earth we lead on many world issues. Imagine if our president decided to exercise leadership on global education—a No Child Left Behind for the world. This is an attainable goal—we can do this! The mere thought of putting all those children in school for the first time chokes me up all over again.  Ask your member of Congress to work on eliminating school fees in developing nations.

3. RESULTS Global Action Sheet- December 2009
Tell the President, Congress, and Your Community: United States Leadership Is Needed to Create a New Global Fund for Education

During the presidential campaign in 2008, President Obama pledged $2 billion for a global education fund to ensure the 75 million primary school-aged children who are still out of school gain access to a quality education. At the September 2009 UN General Assembly meeting, he told the world he would come to the 2010 UN Millennium Development Goal (MDG) Summit with a plan to achieve the MDGs — which include Education for All.

Next year, we will have only five years left to fulfill our promise to the poor and marginalized of the world to achieve the MDGs by 2015. But if current trends continue, 58 out of the 86 countries that have not yet achieved universal primary enrollment will fail to do so by that deadline.

2010 is the key year for action and a time of unprecedented global attention and support for Education for All:

· There is growing global support from donors and civil society for a new approach to education: a multilateral Global Fund for Education.

· Soccer’s famous World Cup tournament, which will be in Africa for the first time, has selected Education for All and the legacy is “1 Goal: Education for All.” 

· The Group of 20 nations (G-20) will meet in Canada in June and in South Korea in November. Canada has a strong track record supporting basic education, and South Korea is now a donor country because of its own massive investments in its education system. A Global Fund for Education could be the G-20’s first major achievement.

· Next September at the UN Heads of State Summit on the MDGs, the U.S. can announce with leaders of both developed and developing countries a new Global Fund for Education and gather global funding commitments.

But 2010 will only be a year of transformative action for global education if the U.S. is fully committed to achieving Education for All and takes concrete leadership steps to bring leaders together to create a new multilateral, multi-donor response to the education crisis — a new Global Fund for Education — that would increase global funding commitments, coordination, transparency, and accountability to achieve universal access to education. President Obama can signal his intentions to achieve Education for All by including $2 billion for a Global Fund for Education in fiscal year 2011 budget.

Tell the president, tell Congress, tell your community: President Obama must take action and include funding for the Global Fund for Education in his next budget.

Action #1. Tell the President: Call and Write on December 10

On December 10 Education for All advocates from around the country will join together through the U.S. Chapter of the Global Campaign for Education to call the White House and request that President Obama to include $2 billion for the Global Fund for Education in his next budget (fiscal year 2011).

Call On December 10: Call the White House switchboard at (202) 456-1414 and leave a message. Sample message: "I support education for all and President Obama's pledge to budget two billion dollars for a Global Fund for Education. I would like to seem him put this money in his next budget and take leadership on global education in 2011." Leave your name, city, and state.

Write today through December 10: Fill-out a personal RESULTS-GCE petition and mail it back to RESULTS. Involve your community: Ask your friends, family and community member to join you in calling the President on December 10. Teach them to speak about this issue with our November laser talk.
For more information and education facts: Visit our Education for All Take Action page
Action #2. Tell the Congress: Write to Your Representatives and Senators

Send a letter to your representative and senators and ask them to write and speak to the president to urge him to include funding for a Global Fund for Education in his fiscal year 2011 budget.


Instructions: Write a letter to your representative using the EPIC format (Engage, Problem, Inform, Call to action). Be sure to identify yourself as a constituent and to email and/or fax your letter, as traditional mail delivery to Capitol Hill can be delayed by weeks for security reasons. You can find your member of Congress and their contact information online 

	Engage
	Dear Representative/Senator ____________: 

With the new year fast approaching and kids getting ready for their winter breaks, I can’t help but think about all the children who aren’t fortunate enough to go to school at all. I would love 2010 to be the year the world commits to providing every child with a quality education.

Tip: Connect your letter to a personal experience or local event. 

	Problem
	I am saddened to know that there are still 75 million primary-aged children who may go to school and millions more who drop out because of barriers, such as fees, lack of teachers and classrooms, and other hardships.

Tip: Find more Education for All at: www.results.org/issues/global_poverty_campaigns/education_for_all/

	Inform about the Solution
	We only have five years left to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, which include ending illiteracy and providing all children with an education. We must make 2010 the year that the world unites to create a new multilateral, multi-donor Global Fund for Education to increase global funding commitments, coordination, transparency, and accountability. 

	Call to Action!
	U.S. participation and leadership is needed. President Obama pledged $2 billion to create a Global Fund for Education during his campaign. Please write and speak personally to him to urge him to include $2 billion for a Global Fund for Education in fiscal year 2011 budget and to take other concrete steps to make this urgently needed fund a reality.


Action #3. Tell Your Community: Write a Letter to the Editor

Send a letter to the editor of your state and local newspapers to inform your community about the need for U.S. leadership to create a Global Fund for Education. Use the sample letter below for guidance or download this GCE sample letter.
Instructions: 1) Follow your paper’s guidelines for letters to the editor. 2) Try to respond to a recent news item. 3) Bring copies of your local paper to letter-writing meetings and/or have the letter-writing section of you paper’s website available during the meeting. 4) Include your address and phone number. Keep it short (150–200 words) and to-the-point using the EPIC format (see below). Amplify its impact by sending a copy of your published letter to your members of Congress.

	Engage
	December’s paper is full of ads about store sales and pressures to find the “perfect” gift. But we forget that as U.S. citizens, we already have received the perfect gift: the right to a free, quality basic education. 

Tip: Connect to a local story (“I read with interest your recent story…”) or a personal experience (as a member of the local library association…”)

	Problem
	But the 75 million primary school-aged children in poor countries that are still not in school — and the many poor and vulnerable children in school but living on the brink — would gladly trade the latest gadget for the chance to learn to read and write, helping to lift their families out of poverty.

	Inform about the Solution
	During the campaign, President Obama pledged $2 billion for a new Global Fund for Education to catalyze a global movement for education. A Global Fund for Education would create a partnership between rich and poor countries to create and fund sound national education plans to get kids into school. 2010 is the year to make this goal a reality.

	Call to Action!
	As a concerned citizen and (student/parent/teacher) who realizes how important education has been to my (life/children/country), I urge our members of Congress and President Obama to lead the world in creating a multilateral Global Fund for Education.


Find Out More

Visit the RESULTS education campaign website for more information about Education for All, including fact sheets on why education matters and about the Global Fund for Education.   
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4. December 2009 Laser Talk









Speaking Powerfully About the Global Fund for Education and the December 10 Day of Action

Engage

Right now there are 75 million children who should be in primary school, but who are not. Another 225 million kids are missing out on middle and high school.

Problem

This is an incredible tragedy for these kids, their families, and their countries. Consider this: a child born to an uneducated mother is twice as likely to die before age 5 than if the mother had an education.

Inform on a Solution

Assuring that all kids receive a quality education would positively impact many global concerns like hunger, family health, economic development, and peace and security. According to Save the Children, across society, every year of schooling decreases a male’s chance of engaging in violent conflict by 20 percent.

Call to Action

But we can put all kids in school with the right tools, resources, and leadership. December 10 is a National Day of Action to call on President Obama to take leadership on creating a Global Fund for Education. This fund will assure that all kids have a chance to go to school. Will you take part in our community effort to reach out to President Obama by speaking or writing to him before or on December 10?

Additional information
Please see the action sheet on this topic and how to take action on December 10.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 

More information can be found at www.results.org 
Education For All 2009: Key Statistics 

On current trends, despite important progress, by 2015 at least 30 million children in some of the world's poorest countries will still be out of school. Education is absolutely central to achieving all of our development goals - we know that progress in education is a vital tool in making progress in poverty reduction, heath and nutrition. And education will be the only way to deliver sustainable change, opportunity and hope for all the world's children. At this time of global downturn, we cannot forget our promises to build a better future for them. The price of failure is simply too great.

· Gordon Brown, UK Prime Minister on the occasion of the launch of the GMR 2009
Every year, UNESCO releases its Education For All Global Monitoring Report. The 2009 report shows that while the world has made great strides toward achieving the Millennium Development Goal of universal primary education, progress is uneven and the road ahead very difficult for some countries and regions. Below are key findings from the 2009 report.

Basic Education Enrollment

· In 2006, 75 million children — 55 percent of whom were girls — were not in school. Almost half of all out-of-school primary aged children live in sub-Saharan Africa.

· If current trends continue, around 29 million children will be out of school in 2015 — the Millennium Development Goal target date for achieving universal primary education.
 

· Sub-Saharan Africa raised its average net enrollment ratio from 54 percent to 70 percent between 1999 and 2006, which is an annual increase six times greater than during the decade before the 2000 World Education Forum in Dakar. The increase in South and West Asia was also impressive, rising from 75 percent to 86 percent.

Gender Disparity

· In 2006, of the 176 countries with data, 59 had achieved gender parity in both primary and secondary education — 20 countries more than in 1999. At the primary level, about two-thirds of countries had achieved parity.

· However, more than half the countries in sub-Saharan Africa, South and West Asia and the Arab States had not reached gender parity at the primary level. Only 37 percent of countries worldwide had achieved gender parity at secondary level.

· Teacher attitudes and gender-biased textbooks interact with social and economic factors to hinder girls’ success in school.

· Poverty, as well as other types of socio-economic disadvantages, magnify gender disparities. For example, in Mali girls from poor households are four times less likely to attend primary school than those from rich households, rising to eight times at secondary level.

· Once girls are in school, their progress is often hampered by teacher attitudes and gender-biased textbooks that reinforce negative gender stereotypes. These school-based factors interact with wider social and economic factors that influence school performance along gender lines.

Teachers

· More than 27 million teachers work in the world’s primary schools, 80 percent of them in developing countries. Total primary school staff increased by five percent between 1999 and 2006. 

· In sub-Saharan Africa alone, 1.6 million new teacher posts must be created and teachers recruited by 2015 to achieve Universal Primary Education, rising to 3.8 million if retirement, resignations and losses (due to HIV/AIDS for example) are taken into account.

Barriers to Education

· For disabled children, the physical distance to school, the layout and design of school facilities, and shortages of trained teachers can all be barriers to attending school. Negative attitudes towards the disabled are also a serious obstacle.

· Children from poor households, rural areas, slums, and other disadvantaged groups face major obstacles in access to a good quality education. While children from the wealthiest 20 percent of households have already achieved universal primary school attendance in most countries, those from the poorest 20 percent have a long way to go.

Foreign Aid and the Achievement of Education For All

· Donor country funding commitments to achieve basic education for all are stagnating. 2006 funding levels for basic education in developing countries amounted to US$5.1 billion, a little below the 2004 level. Half of all commitments to basic education came from just a handful of donors.

· Total aid for basic education specifically for low-income countries in 2006 was US$3.8 billion. The amount will have to triple to close the $11 billion required annually to help achieve universal basic education in low-income countries.

· The Fast Track Initiative (FTI) is failing to galvanize additional bilateral donor support for EFA. Current commitments to its Catalytic Fund fall short of those required to meet financing requests in the pipeline. By 2010, countries with plans approved by the FTI could be facing a financing shortfall of US$2.2 billion.

· An ambitious new agenda governing aid hopes to make aid more efficient and effective. To date progress is mixed: though some donors are willing to encourage national ownership, work through national systems and cooperate with other donors, others are more reticent.

Why is Education for All So Important?

What is Education for All and What Progress Have We Made?

Education for All (EFA) is a global commitment to provide quality basic education for all children. EFA was launched at the World Conference on Education for All in 1990. Education for All is also goal #2 of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) — eight internationally agreed-upon goals that serve as the blueprint for cutting extreme poverty in half.

Of the 75 million primary-aged children not in school, 55 percent are girls, roughly three-quarters live in sub-Saharan Africa and South and West Asia, and some 40 million are in conflict-affected countries or emerging states. Tens of millions more children drop out of school before grade five because schools are overcrowded, unsafe, poorly equipped, poorly managed and have inadequately trained teachers. If current trends continue, 58 out of the 86 countries that have not yet achieved universal primary enrollment will fail to do so by 2015.

Standing between these children and the classroom is a lack of funding for quality basic education to help them overcome the barriers to school such as tuition fees, disabilities, lack of sanitation, and poorly qualified teachers. The U.S. and other countries must do more to support countries to eliminate school fees and other barriers to education and work in closer partnership with poor countries that have committed to providing education for all children.

Why is Education So Important?

Education is a basic human right and a significant factor in the development of children, communities, and countries. Opening classroom doors to all children, especially girls, will help break the intergenerational chains of poverty because education is intrinsically linked to all development goals, such as supporting gender empowerment, improving child health and maternal health, reducing hunger, fighting the spread of HIV and diseases of poverty, spurring economic growth, and building peace.

Empower Women and Girls

· Particularly for women and girls, the economic and personal empowerment that education provides allows them to make healthier choices for themselves and their families.
· Benefits of girls’ education include not only the reducing the impact of HIV/AIDS, but reduction of poverty, improvement of the health of women and their children, delay of marriage, reduction of female genital cutting, and increase in self-confidence and decision-making power.
 

· On average, for a girl in a poor country, each additional year of education beyond grades three or four will lead to 20 percent higher wages and a 10 percent decrease in the risk of her own children dying of preventable causes. 

Improve Child Survival and Maternal Health

· A child born to an educated mother is more than twice as likely to survive to the age of five as a child born to an uneducated mother.
· Educated mothers are 50 percent more likely to immunize their children than mothers with no schooling.

· Women with six or more years of education are more likely to seek prenatal care, assisted childbirth, and postnatal care, reducing the risk of maternal and child mortality and illness.
Reduce Hunger

· Expanding education for girls is one of the most powerful ways to fight hunger.
 Gains in women’s education made the most significant difference in reducing malnutrition, out-performing a simple increase in the availability of food. A 63-country study by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) found that more productive farming as a result of female education accounted for 43 percent of the decline in malnutrition achieved between 1970 and 1995.

· Crop yields in Kenya could rise up to 22 percent if women farmers had the same education and inputs (such as fertilizer, credit, investment) as men farmers.

Fight HIV/AIDS

· Educated people are healthier people. HIV/AIDS infection rates are halved among young people who finish primary school. If every girl and boy received a complete primary education, at least 7 million new cases of HIV could be prevented in a decade.

· A Ugandan study showed that rural Ugandans with secondary education have a 75 percent lower rate of HIV infection than those with no education.

· The ability of girls to avoid HIV infection is so strongly associated with attendance at school that education is known as a “social vaccine” against the virus. A Zambian study found that AIDS spread twice as fast among uneducated as among educated girls.
 

Fight Poverty & Spur Economic Growth

· Education is a prerequisite for short and long-term economic growth: No country has achieved continuous and rapid economic growth without at least 40 percent of adults being able to read and write.
 

· Failing to offer girls the same educational opportunity as boys costs developing countries $92 billion each year, according to a study by Plan International. That's $1 trillion per decade in forgone earnings and unnecessary costs. 

· A person’s earnings increase by 10 percent for each year of schooling they receive, translating to a one percent annual increase in GDP if good quality education is offered to the entire population.

· Then chief economist of the World Bank and current top economic advisor for President Obama, Lawrence Summers, asserted that “educating girls’ yields a higher rate of return than any other investment available in the developing world.”
  

Build Peace

Education is a critical building block for the development of an inclusive, democratic society and must be a central component of U.S. efforts to promote global security.

· Education nourishes peace.  Across society, every year of schooling decreases a male’s chance of engaging in violent conflict by 20 percent.

· The 9/11 Commission Report stresses the link between strong U.S. leadership against extreme poverty and creating security: “We should offer an example of moral leadership in the world, committed to treat people humanely, abide by the rule of law, and be generous and caring to our neighbors. America and Muslim friends can agree on respect for human dignity and opportunity. To Muslim parents, terrorists like Bin Laden have nothing to offer their children but visions of violence and death. America and its friends have a crucial advantage — we can offer these parents a vision that might give their children a better future.... That vision of the future should stress life over death: individual educational and economic opportunity.”
 

· Former U.N. Ambassador Bill Richardson underscored the importance of education in fighting extremism in a 2008 Foreign Affairs article: “A crucial effort in fighting terrorism must be support for public education in the Muslim world, which is the best way to mitigate the role of those madrassas that foment extremism. Development alleviates the injustice and lack of opportunity that proponents of violence and terrorism exploit.”

Additional Resource Links

1. The Millennium Campaign, and Millennium Development Goals on basic education

2. NetAid Video on Basic Education
3. RESULTS Global Action Sheet on universal basic education

4. Sample Laser Talk on universal basic education

5. RESULTS information on basic education: eliminating school fees, school fees and HIV/AIDS, 

6. NetAid
7. Global Campaign for Education
8. Global Action for Children
What is a hearing?


A hearing is a meeting where a panel of government officials – like members of Congress – lofficialsisten to presentations (“testimony”) from experts, and ask questions. This is a way for the officials to educate themselves on important issues, and to decide how to take action.
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